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World Champions World Champions 

Jennifer Gegg—Missouri 

Won ...................................... 14 
Lost ....................................... 2 
Points .................................... 628 
Shoes .................................... 1010 
Ringers .................................. 828 
Ringer% ................................. 81.98%  
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World Champions World Champions 

Alan Francis—Ohio 

Won ...................................... 15 
Lost ....................................... 0 
Points .................................... 624 
Shoes .................................... 620 
Ringers .................................. 539 
Ringer% ................................. 86.94%  

M
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World Champions World Champions 

Cindy Clausen—Washington 

Won ...................................... 7 
Lost ....................................... 1 
Points .................................... 323 
Shoes .................................... 380 
Ringers .................................. 237 
Ringer% ................................. 62.37%  
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World Champions World Champions 

Ken Fraser—New York 

Won ...................................... 7 
Lost ....................................... 0 
Points .................................... 292 
Shoes .................................... 296 
Ringers .................................. 211 
Ringer% ................................. 71.28%  
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World Champions World Champions 

Sharon Chiddister—Indiana 

Won ...................................... 5 
Lost ....................................... 0 
Points .................................... 205 
Shoes .................................... 160 
Ringers .................................. 104 
Ringer% ................................. 65.00%  

El
d

er
 W

o
m

en
 



 

8 

World Champions World Champions 

Tom Moffat—British Columbia 

Won ...................................... 14 
Lost ....................................... 2 
Points .................................... 655 
Shoes .................................... 828 
Ringers .................................. 608 
Ringer% ................................. 73.43%  
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World Champions World Champions 

Kateri Navarro—California 

Won ...................................... 5 
Lost ....................................... 0 
Points .................................... 204 
Shoes .................................... 170 
Ringers .................................. 53 
Ringer% ................................. 31.18%  
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World Champions World Champions 

Jeremiah DeMello —Washington 

Won ...................................... 5 
Lost ....................................... 0 
Points .................................... 209 
Shoes .................................... 228 
Ringers .................................. 114 
Ringer% ................................. 50.00%  
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World Champions World Champions 

Sadie Wolken — Missouri 

Won ...................................... 7 
Lost ....................................... 1 
Points .................................... 325 
Shoes .................................... 356 
Ringers .................................. 160 
Ringer% ................................. 44.94%  
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World Champions World Champions 

Hastiin Begaye — California 

Won ...................................... 7 
Lost ....................................... 0 
Points .................................... 293 
Shoes .................................... 258 
Ringers .................................. 194 
Ringer% ................................. 75.19%  
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2025 Awards 
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Barb Carson — Ohio 
 

Barb Carson has been a regional director in 
two different states assuming the duties to 
perfection. She took over sanctioning courts, 
ordering patches, issuing tournament sanc-
tions and truly taking over the RD world. 
Barb was the Statroom Director at the world 
tournament for five years before ending and 
becoming an NHPA Officer in 2021.  
 
Since then Barb is now chairperson of the 
Regional Directors and has since taken over 
as National League Director. She has been 
inducted into two Hall of Fames.  
 
She currently resides in North Olmsted, 
Ohio, where she works countless hours or-
dering RD supplies and inputing leagues into 
eShoe. Barb won this award for her count-
less and selfless hours of devotion to our 
sport in many aspects.   

Darryl Miller — Ohio 
 

Perhaps the easiest decision I made dur-
ing my first year as NHPA President was 
the selection of the 2025 Presidential 
Award winner. As the NHPA lost their 
leader in Gary Roberts, Ohio would also 
lose Gary as their long standing President. 
Darryl Miller would arise as the new Ohio 
President, stepping into a tough position 
as they tried to navigate the loss. Prior to 
this, Darryl had been an Ohio Vice Presi-
dent and Regional Director for several 
years. Embodying the true spirit of our 
sport, Darryl has always been an example 
of a horseshoe pitcher capable of re-
cruiting new members. Millers friendly 
persona, down to earth attitude and 
strong leadership consistent with his and 
the NHPA’s core values make him a per-
fect selection to progress the Ohio char-
ter. As the NHPA charters are the heart of 
the overall association, Darryl’s willing-
ness to step up to the plate combined 
with his other attributes made him the 
clear choice to received the 2025 NHPA 
Presidential Award.  

P
re

si
d

en
ti

al
 A

w
ar

d
—

2
0

2
5

 



 

14 

Hall of Fame 2025 

Roger Vogel — Kansas 
 

Player Category—Roger Vogel has been a 
distinguished NHPA member and elite 
horseshoe pitcher for over 40 years. Begin-
ning his career as a junior in Illinois, Roger 
quickly rose through the ranks, winning 
multiple state championships and achieving 
national recognition. He competed in 24 
World Tournaments, qualifying for the 
Men’s Championship Class 11 times with a 
remarkable career average of 73.76% and 
over 20,000 ringers. His best World finishes 
include 2nd as a junior (1954) and 6th in 
1973, with nine appearances exceeding 
70% accuracy. 

Roger is the only pitcher in NHPA history to 
win Men’s State Championships in five 
different states—Illinois, Colorado, New 
Mexico, Texas, and Arizona-demonstrating 
unmatched consistency and skill across dec-
ades.  

 David Sidles— Nebraska 
 

Promoter/Organizer Category—David Sidles 
has been a dedicated member of the NHPA for 
over 31 years, serving as a leader, innovator, 
and promoter of the sport. Based in Omaha, 
Nebraska, he has significantly influenced the 
organization’s operations and technological 
modernization. 

He began pitching in 1989 with the Central Io-
wa Traveling League, later serving in key lead-
ership roles including Iowa State Charter Secre-
tary/Treasurer and NHPA Board Vice President. 
David computerized NHPA bookkeeping and 
membership systems, modernized tournament 
reporting, and streamlined award processing—
transformations that improved accuracy and 
efficiency nationwide. 

Sidles directed state tournaments, served as 
commissioner for the Iowa Games and Nebras-
ka State Fair, and received numerous awards, 
including the Frank Jackson Award and the 
Arch Stokes Award.  

 
 

2025 Awards 
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Hall of Fame 

Monte J. Latino—California 
 

Player Category—(1916–2007) Monte was 
a legendary figure in the horseshoe pitch-
ing community, admired for his excep-
tional skill, sportsmanship, and lifelong 
dedication to the sport. A native of Sacra-
mento, California, Monte was a member 
of the NHPA for over 40 years and a re-
spected competitor, mentor, and ambas-
sador for horseshoe pitching. 

Monte achieved extraordinary success as 
the Intermediate World Champion for 
three consecutive years (1980, 1981, and 
1982), ranking sixth all-time in wins in the 
Intermediate Men’s Division. Known for 
consistently throwing in the high 80-
percent range, he also won numerous AA 
Division tournaments across California. 

Beyond his accolades, Monte was a be-
loved promoter of the sport, inspiring par-
ticipation through his enthusiasm, charis-
ma, and demonstrations at fairs and tour-
naments.  

2025 Awards 
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2025 Awards 

Jerry Smith— Ohio 
 

In 2025, we began looking within the NHPA ad-
ministration and the history of several of our 
awards. We determined that we didn’t have an 
award for someone who had been heavily in-
volved in the leadership of the NHPA, whether 
that be an officer, director, committee member, 
etc. we needed a way to recognize those who 
constantly move the needle forward at the na-
tional level. While there were several former 
officers we could’ve chose to name this newly 
established award after, the choice quickly be-
came obvious. 
 
Jerry Smith spent many of his years dedicated as 
an officer in both California and Idaho before 
joining the NHPA council. Within the NHPA coun-
cil, Jerry’s primary role was managing the sanc-
tioned league program, one of the most taxing 
jobs for an NHPA official. Jerry would attend the 
world tournament and run shifts, even after his  

Jerry Smith 
Progressive Leadership Award 

resignation from the official council. Jerry contin-
ues to serve as the NHPA historian and continues 
to be available to help both Barb and others on 
the council when we’re looking for insight on a 
topic. Jerry’s “never back down” attitude, his 
constant willingness and desire to try new things 
from an administrative level, and his integrity 
while serving the board has earned him almost 
every possible award over the years, including 
an induction into the NHPA Hall of Fame. Jerry 
was influential to several of those joining the 
board including Austin Bailey, Dalton Rakestraw, 
Josh Olson, myself and several other directors 
and committee members over his tenure. Jerry’s 
desire to progress the association during his ten-
ure and now after he's stepped away from the 
council is exemplary of anyone wanting to get 
involved with NHPA leadership. Leadership in a 
progressive direction is always met with adversi-
ty from an established routing that, at times, 
needs to be changed for an association to grow. 
Jerry’s consistent example of this lead us to es-
tablish, and present for the first time the 2025 
Jerry Smith Progressive Leadership award to it’s 
namesake at the 2025 Hall of Fame banquet!  
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Karen Graham— New York 
 

Karen Graham’s journey in horseshoes 
began in 1994 when, inspired by NHPA 
legends at the World Tournament, she 
resolved to compete herself.  

Beyond competition, Karen has been a 
pillar of leadership in the New York State 
HPA, serving as Tournament Director, 
Newsletter Editor, Website Manager, Hall 
of Fame Committee member, and was in-
ducted into the NYSHPA Hall of Fame in 
2009 as both a pitcher and promoter. She 
also helped launch Sanctioned Horseshoes 
Online Pitching (S.H.O.P.) during the pan-
demic, managing entries, finances, and 
results, and is one of only three players to 
pitch a perfect S.H.O.P. game. 

Her tireless contributions, flawless organi-
zation, and dedication to promoting the 
sport make her a deserving recipient of 
the 2025 League Director of the Year 
Award. 

Scott Kline— Colorado 
 

The recipient of the 2025 Regional Director of 
the Year has been a member of the NHPA/
CHPA for 14 years. He has been a great help 
with club activities such as the yearly court 
cleanup, leagues and tournament setups and 
promoting membership. He has committed his 
time and energy to help keep the sport of 
horses going in Colorado. He is ready with an-
swers from the charter members regarding 
rules and sanctioning courts.  
 
The past 2 years he has worked with the Silt 
Colorado Club in installing six new courts. This 
is a first ever for that town. Besides his RD du-
ties, he also runs 3 tournaments. He runs the 
CHPA State Singles fundraiser, the Irish Open, 
and the CHPA tournament of champions. He 
helps maintain the Ted Allen courts in Boulder 
and he sanctions Pueblo’s portable courts eve-
ry year for the tournament indoors. He has 
received the following Colorado Awards: Arch 
Wood Sportsmanship Award 2022. Ted Allen 
Memorial Award 2023,  Outstanding tourna-
ment director          

2025 Awards 

R
eg

io
n

al
 D

ir
ec

to
r-

V
an

 S
an

t 
A

w
ar

d
—

2
0

2
5

 



 

18 

Membership Award—2023-2024 

Southern California 
 

2025 Awards 
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2025 Awards 

Rick Fodor—California 
 

Rick, President of the Orange Horseshoe Club in 
California, has made an outstanding impact on 
NHPA membership growth. Through his efforts, 
he has helped bring in over 20 new members in 
the past year, contributing to an 18% increase 
for the Southern California Horseshoe Pitchers 
Association in 2024—the largest in the nation. 
His dedication, driven by his love of the sport, 
has been evident in supporting club activities, 
leading the Doheny Ringers, organizing stake 
replacements, and coordinating additional clay 
for state tournaments. 

Rick also played a key role in the 2024 California 
State Championships in Buena Park and is 
known for promoting horseshoes wherever he 
goes. At world tournaments, such as in 
Kennewick, he ensures players have the best 
experience possible by providing food, fun, and 
encouragement. His tireless efforts and selfless 
contributions have strengthened the sport at 
every level, making him a worthy nominee for 
an NHPA Achievement Award. 

Achievement Award 
2025 

Gary Roberts Lifetime 
Youth Award 

Jerry LaBrosse—Minnesota 
 

Going back 60 years ago was Jerry’s first world 
tournament, and if the experience was like my 
first World Tournament, he was hooked ever 
since. He would go on to play in a couple other 
world tournaments throughout his younger 
years. Life would happen and Jerry took a short 
hiatus from the game of horseshoes in the late 
70s and pick up the shoes again in the mid 90s. 
From there on, he would step back into the 
game and it didn't stop just at pitching. I think 
he has close to 40 years of experience on the 
State level and National level, man is this guy 
OLD. Jerry has so much passion for this great 
sport that he even jumped back on the Execu-
tive council and was re-elected for another 3 
year term. He is not only a fellow officer that 
sits next to me on the MGSHPA Board and 
NHPA council, he is someone that I look for-
ward to seeing whether its a round of golf or at 
the next Horseshoe Tournament.  
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2025 Awards 

World tournament Participation Award 
10+ Years in a Row 

Name      State Award Patch 
Mark Seibold FL 60 In A Row 
Hal Griswold CA  20 in A Row 
Dale Stromberg CO 20 in A Row 
Paul Highlander NC 20 in A Row 
Danny Kyle CA 20 in A Row 
Laurie Lampkin KY 10 in A Row 
Buddy Lampkin KY 10 in A Row 
Dillon Kyle CA 10 in A Row 
 
  
 

World tournament Divisions Only 
90% Games 

 
Name   State Score Rgrs Shoes 90% + 
Alan Francis-M  OH 45-1 23 24 95.83% 
Alan Francis-M  OH 45-1 32 34 94.12% 
Alan Francis-M  OH 40-3 45 49 93.75% 
Alan Francis-M  OH 41-3 40 44 90.91% 
Alan Francis-M  OH 41.1 36 40 90.00% 
Blanca Hettinga-W OR 42-0 21 22 95.45% 
Marlene Ray-W  TN 43-2 28 30 93.33% 
Sarah Chaffee-W  WI 42-1 26 28 92.86% 
Maxine Griffith-W TN 42-3 26 28 92.86% 
Marlene Ray-W  TN 40-6 36 40 90.00% 
Mike Massari-E  AZ 40-0 17 18 94.44% 
 
  

NHPA Perfect Games 
 
Women  Skyla Rioux CT 20/20 36-0 Apr 27th  Opponent: Jill Molineaux 
Elders  Tom Moffat CAN 22/22 42-0 Jul 27th  Opponent: Spence McCalla 
Mens  Alan Francis OH 34/34 45-0 Aug 1st  Opponent: Jeff Finke 
Elders  Tom Moffat CAN 20/20 30-0 Oct 24th  Opponent: Bob McCauley 

Achievement Award 
2025 

Larry Thomason—Illinois 
 

Larry Thomason has been a driving force in supporting horseshoe pitching and clubs throughout 
Southern Illinois. Beginning his service in New Jersey before moving to Effingham, IL, he has held 
nearly every leadership role within the Effingham Horseshoe Club, including Secretary/Treasurer, 
President, and League Director. Larry has worked tirelessly to grow membership, keep courts main-
tained, and ensure tournaments continued even in difficult times. 

As the region expanded, Larry stepped up to run tournaments for multiple clubs, including Charles-
ton, Casey, Hazel Dell, and Oakland, keeping events alive when they were most needed. He has con-
sistently served at every level of the club while also competing at a high level. In addition, Larry 
serves on the Illinois State Hall of Fame Committee and continues to direct tournaments for local 
clubs, many of which would not exist today without his leadership. 

His dedication, reliability, and selfless service have kept horseshoes thriving in Southern Illinois, 
making him a worthy nominee for the NHPA Achievement Award. 
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2025 Awards 
World tournament Participation Award 

10+ Total Years 
 

Mark Seibold  FL 60 years 
Brady Craven  MO 30 years 
Gregg Craven  MO 30 years 
Randy Hankins  KY 30 years 
Nathan Williams  CA 20 years 
Ken Jones  NM 20 years 
Sheila Shepard  CO  20 years 
Jan Knaub  CO  20 years 
Hal Griswold  CA 20 years 
Kermit Greer  MD 20 years 
Dale Stromberg  CO 20 years 
Danny Kyle  CA 20 years 
Paul Highlander  NC 20 years 
Mary Holley  AB 20 years 
Inge Byrkjeland  NOR 20 years 
Jeff Lawrence  MN 10 years 
Larry Brown  MO 10 years 
Clarence Lassiter Jr.  NC 10 years 
David Everitt  NJ 10 years 
Steve Ruddock  CO 10 years 
Dillon Kyle  CA 10 years 
Jeff Coile  GA 10 years 
Louis Cataldi  NJ 10 years 
Daisy Franko  OH 10 years 
Trudy Oye  WA 10 years 
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2025 Awards Banquet 
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Cadet Boys Champions 

2025 World Championship 
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Cadet Girls Champions 

2025 World Championship 
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Junior Boys Champions 

2025 World Championship 
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Junior Girls Champions 

2025 World Championship 
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Cadet Boys 

In the Cadet Boys Championship, Washington’s Jeremiah DeMello led the way, claiming the world 
title with a flawless 5–0 record and an even 50.0% ringer rate. His consistency was remarkable: he 
topped Eben Begaye 40–27, outlasted Gavin Begaye Jr. 41–35 in a duel that featured both boys trad-
ing 50% ringers, and shut out Barron Easterwood 43–1. California’s Eben Begaye finished second at 
4–1, highlighted by a dominant 43–4 win over Gavin Begaye Jr., while his brother Gavin Jr. claimed 
third at 3–2, including a strong 41–33 win over Zachary Smith. Utah’s Jacob Barney and Iowa’s Smith 
each earned victories, with Barney edging Smith 40–22 to secure fourth place. 

Competing in the Cadet Boys Championship were: Jeremiah DeMello (WA, 5–0, 50.00%), Eben Be-
gaye (CA, 4–1, 52.58%), Gavin Begaye Jr. (CA, 3–2, 44.71%), Jacob Barney (UT, 2–3, 25.00%), Zachary 
Smith (IA, 1–4, 31.15%), Barron Easterwood (OK, 0–5, 6.96%). 

Cadet Girls 

The Cadet Girls Championship was defined by California’s Kateri Navarro, who captured the crown 
with a perfect 5–0 mark. Navarro’s highlight was a 40–4 win over Wisconsin’s Jazmyn Kildahl, who 
finished second at 4–1. Navarro also defeated Utah’s Sydney Scott 40–2 and Ashlynn Tenney 42–6, 
showing control throughout. Scott and Tenney tied at 2.5–2.5, with Scott edging her peer on points 
to take third, while Utah’s Anna Barney enjoyed her first World Tournament. For these young girls, 
the week was a showcase of development, with Navarro’s steady 31.2% ringer average leading the 
way. 

Competing in the Cadet Girls Championship were: Kateri Navarro (CA, 5–0, 31.18%), Jazmyn Kildahl 
(WI, 4–1, 8.16%), Sydney Scott (UT, 2.5–2.5, 5.73%), Ashlynn Tenney (UT, 2.5–2.5, 5.15%), Anna Bar-
ney (UT, 1–4, 1.60%). 

Competing in the Junior Girls Championship were: Sadie Wolken (MO, 7–1, 44.94%), Adilaide Ohms 
(UT, 6–2, 47.70%), Lindy Anderson (UT, 5–2, 37.80%), Aspen Gaskins (MT, 4–3, 33.96%), Lillyan Cook 
(WI, 3–4, 31.90%), Natalie Dilger (NV, 2–5, 30.35%), Addison Ashton (KY, 1–6, 28.16%), Jaelynn Reyn-
olds (UT, 1–6, 17.25%). 
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Junior Boys 

Among the Junior Boys, California’s Hastiin Begaye stood apart, running the table at 7–0 with a blis-
tering 75.2% ringer rate. His victories included a 40–3 rout of Santonio Callado, a 40–7 win over Ry-
der Smith, and a 45–10 dismantling of Zack Grzembski, where he posted 84% accuracy. Massachu-
setts’ Grzembski took second at 6–1, highlighted by a 41–30 win over Smith and a 40–28 victory 
over Callado. New Mexico’s Callado (5–2) earned third, surviving a 45–34 slugfest against Smith and 
edging Kai-ba Jeff 45–35. Smith (4–3) and Kai-ba (3–4) rounded out the middle, while Utah’s Tah-
dsoka Jeff and Vand’N Henkel gained valuable experience, each securing games that kept matches 
competitive. 

Competing in the Junior Boys Championship were: Hastiin Begaye (CA, 7–0, 75.19%), Zack Grzembski 
(MA, 6–1, 69.73%), Santonio Callado (NM, 5–2, 59.76%), Ryder Smith (MT, 4–3, 54.00%), Kai-ba Jeff 
(CA, 3–4, 48.69%), Mike Williams (UT, 2–5, 41.61%), Tah-dsoka Jeff (CA, 1–6, 48.83%), Vand’N Hen-
kel (UT, 0–7, 34.53%). 

Junior Girls 

The Junior Girls Championship featured a deep, balanced field, but Missouri’s Sadie Wolken ulti-
mately emerged on top with a 7–1 record and a 44.9% ringer average. Wolken’s consistency was 
tested in a 40–34 loss to Utah’s Lindy Anderson, but she responded with wins over Montana’s As-
pen Gaskins (40–20) and Utah’s Adilaide Ohms (40–31, 40–34) to secure the title. Ohms finished 
runner-up at 6–2, highlighted by a 45–9 win over Addison Ashton and a 43–18 result against Natalie 
Dilger. Anderson (5–2) and Gaskins (4–3) followed closely, each delivering key upsets, while Wiscon-
sin’s Lillyan Cook and Utah’s Jaelynn Reynolds gained wins of their own, ensuring every competitor 
left with a highlight. The parity of this division made it one of the week’s most entertaining, with six 
of eight players taking multiple victories. 

Competing in the Junior Girls Championship were: Sadie Wolken (MO, 7–1, 44.94%), Adilaide Ohms 
(UT, 6–2, 47.70%), Lindy Anderson (UT, 5–2, 37.80%), Aspen Gaskins (MT, 4–3, 33.96%), Lillyan Cook 
(WI, 3–4, 31.90%), Natalie Dilger (NV, 2–5, 30.35%), Addison Ashton (KY, 1–6, 28.16%), Jaelynn Reyn-
olds (UT, 1–6, 17.25%). 
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The Most Improved award went to 
Aspen Gaskins from Montana for 
improving her average by 14.73% 
for the tournament. 

The Encouragement Award was given to 
Lillyan Cook from Wisconsin who never 
gave up and still continued to encourage 
her competitors 

The Alan Francis Award 
was given to a distinguished young 
man who represents everything 
that we look for in a pitcher. 
Alad had the honor of personally 
giving this award to Hastiin Begaye 
from California. 

The Sportsmanship Award was given 
to Carter Payne from Utah. He never 
gave up, encouraged other pitchers, 
and cheered for everyone when they 
got a ringer even when he was down. 
It was a class act watching him play 
with grace. Carter and his family dis-
played sportsmanship to everyone. 
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Mens Champions 
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The World Horseshoe Tournament Men’s Championship in 2025 combined drama, consistency, and 
precision in a way that showed why this event is what we all look forward to. The week began with a 
great set of preliminary rounds in Men A, where sixteen pitchers fought for their place in the cham-
pionship bracket. Alan Francis emerged as the undefeated leader, finishing  undefeated at 15–0 with 
an 82.67% ringer rate. Dan Watson (13–2, 73.0%) and Austin Bailey (12–3, 74.83%) followed as clear 
contenders, while Gale Greene, Dalton Rakestraw, and Ken Fraser also proved they belonged in the 
championship class.  

Once in the finals, Francis raised the bar even higher. He finished a perfect 15–0, raising his ringer 
average to 86.94%. His opening game was emphatic: a 40–0 shutout of Peter Clark in which he 
threw 29 ringers in 30 shoes for an incredible 96.7% accuracy. Against Joseph Smith, Francis was 
nearly as flawless, winning 40–4 on 90.5% ringers. He continued domination against Dan Watson 40
–6 with 37 ringers on 92.3%, and in the much-anticipated showdown with Austin Bailey, Francis se-
cured the title—posting 48 ringers and 85.7% in a 41–15 victory.  

Bailey, though forced to settle for second, delivered a championship worthy performance of his 
own. His 14–1 record included some of the week’s most dramatic contests, none bigger than his 42–
31 win over Dan Watson in a clash of top contenders. He also handled Foster Kenton Jr. with a con-
vincing 40–18 win and edged out Nathan Williams 40–12. Bailey’s lone loss came to Alan Francis. 

Watson, finishing third at 13–2, showed excellence in his pitching. His 40–35 shootout victory over 
Ben Webb highlighted his ability to match ringers under pressure; Watson put up 52 ringers (72.2%) 
to Webb’s 52. Other victories included a 45–22 decision over Joseph Smith and a 43–32 win against 
Gale Greene, both secured with steady pitching.  

Behind the top three, the leaderboard was full of memorable performances. Foster Kenton Jr. (10–
5) had a strong week, highlighted by a 42–37 win over Randy Smith Jr. in a close-fought battle. 
Greene (9–6) produced one of the tournament’s surprising results when he handed Bailey his only 
defeat, a resounding 40–1 rout. Randy Smith Jr. (8–7) also carved out key wins, including a 45–7 win 
over NHPA President Ben Webb. Every competitor in the final sixteen had their moments, ensuring 
the championship felt wide open from start to finish. 

Competing in the Championship class were: Alan Francis (OH 15-0 82.67%), Austin Bailey (IL 14-1 
74.83%), Dan Watson (AL 13-2 73.00%), Foster Kenton Jr. (NV 10-5 62.33%), Gale Greene (VT 9-6 
64.67%), Randy Smith Jr. (CT 8-7 59.67%), Joseph Smith (IA 7-8 57.00%), Cole Pearson (NE 7-8 
54.67%), Ben Webb (KY 6-9 64.17%), Bobby Bartell (CA 6-9 56.67%), Rick Bermingham (CA 5-10 
58.50%), Dalton Rakestraw (CA 5-10 64.00%), Nathan Williams (CA 5-10 54.67%), Peter Clark (WA 5-
10 51.56%), Matt Fuller (WA 3-12 66.50%), Josh Olson (MN 2-13 52.50%) 
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Womens Champions 
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The 2025 Women’s World Horseshoe Tournament delivered a blend of consistency, upsets, and high
-caliber play that highlighted the depth of the women’s field. The competition began with the Wom-
en A prelims, where sixteen pitchers set out to claim a spot in the championship class. Maxine 
Griffith of Tennessee emerged as the top qualifier with a 14–1 record and a 78.3% ringer rate, her 
lone loss coming narrowly in a tiebreaker-style duel with Penny Steinke, narrowly losing 21-23. Close 
behind was Missouri’s Jennifer Gegg (12.5–2.5, 78.3%), who displayed precision in her qualifying 
matches, including a 35–13 win over Brandy Morehead and a tight 15–12 victory over Skyla Rioux. 
Rioux herself (12–3, 78.7%) finished third in the prelims, showing a knack for closing out matches, 
while Penny Steinke of Wisconsin (11–4, 76.2%) and Marlene Ray of Tennessee (10–5, 76.8%) also 
secured their championship berths. Veterans like Aleena Lepak and Amy Francis rounded out the 
upper bracket, while Joan Elmore and Doris Hieden also advanced. 

Once the finals began, the competition intensified. Jennifer Gegg ultimately captured the world title 
with a 14–2 record and an impressive 81.98% ringer average. Her run was full of statement victories: 
a 40–0 shutout over Rhonda Cornett, a 40–4 rout of Trisha Lincoln where she hit 92.5% ringers, and 
a 41–22 triumph against Skyla Rioux where she outpaced her rival with 84.9% accuracy. Gegg’s con-
sistency under pressure was perhaps best exemplified in her showdown with Aleena Lepak, where 
she posted 55 ringers on 66 shoes (83.3%) to secure a 40–30 win. Even in her setbacks—like a hard-
fought 41–23 loss to Griffith, who pitched 87.5%—Gegg’s ability to rebound kept her on course for 
the championship. 

Runner-up honors went to Rioux, whose 14–3 mark was built on a string of dominant performances. 
She defeated Joan Elmore 44–9 on 85% ringer shooting, edged Lepak 41–22 with 61 ringers in 72 
shoes (84.7%), and defeated Amy Francis 40–13 in another win. Rioux’s only challenge came against 
Gegg in their late-stage battles, but her consistency—rarely dipping below 70% accuracy—
underscored her status as one of the premier pitchers in the field. 

Griffith, finishing 13–3, matched Gegg and Rioux shot for shot in stretches and turned in some of the 
week’s most impressive single-game highlights. Her 41–23 win over Gegg was entertaining, landing 
77 ringers in 88 shoes for 87.5%. She won against Steinke 40–25 while posting over 85%, and also 
Joan Elmore 41–7 with 90% accuracy, a performance that reminded everyone why she led prelims. 

Behind the top trio, Aleena Lepak and Penny Steinke (both 11–4) staged strong campaigns. Lepak’s 
42–0 shutout over Rhonda Cornett stood out with 25 of 26 ringers (96.1%), one of the tournament’s 
most precise games. Steinke, meanwhile, knocked off Blanca Hettinga 42–19 and Marlene Ray 40–
23 with steady 70% shooting. Marlene Ray (10–5) also produced highlights, including a 41–32 win 
over Rioux where she pitched 76 ringers out of 96 shoes (79.2%). 

Competing in the Championship class were: Jennifer Gegg (MO 14-2 78.33%), Skyla Rioux (CT 14-3 
78.67%), Maxine Griffith (TN 13-3 78.33%), Aleena Lepak (WI 11-4 74.33%), Penny Steinke (WI 11-4 
76.17%), Marlene Ray (TN 10--5 76.83%), Blanca Hettinga (OR 7-8 63.83%), Amy Francis (OH 7-8 
71.17%), Joan Elmore (TN 7-8 67.33%), Trisha Lincoln (AZ 7-8 62.17%), Doris Hieden (TX 5-10 
68.00%), Mona Lane (WI 4-11 58.17%), Karen Graham (NY 4-11 56.17%), Brandy Morehead (MI 4-11 
64.50), Ellen Perry (NY 2-13 59.33%), Rhonda Cornett (AR 2-13 55.83%) 



 

34 

Senior Men Champions 



 

35 

Though the division was smaller in numbers than the open or elder classes, the Senior Men’s cham-
pionship delivered its share of highlights and drama. The eight-man championship bracket was seed-
ed from preliminary play, where New York’s Ken Fraser, Arizona’s Jacob Fimbres, and Massachu-
setts’ Raymond Bedard stood out as front-runners. Fraser’s 71.3% ringer rate across prelims gave 
him the edge entering the finals. 

Fraser lived up to his past performances, capturing the 2025 world title with a perfect 7–0 record 
and a 71.28% ringer average. His path to the championship included a 43–10 opening win over Isai-
ah Lee, a 41–9 defeat of Carroll Heaton, and a 41–4 win over Ken Heinritz. Against closer matches,  
Fraser edged Fimbres 41–34 while hitting 70.3% of his shoes, and sealed the championship with a 44
–25 win over Bedard on the back of 68.5% shooting. Fraser pitched consistently throughout the 
tournament, routinely hitting above 65%, making him the clear champion. 

Runner-up Fimbres (6–1, 65.8%) produced his strongest world-level performance to date. His cam-
paign including a 42–7 win over Isaiah Lee and a 40–26 triumph over Bedard, where he landed 65% 
ringers. His lone loss came against Fraser, but his victories over Steven Gibson (40–4) and Carroll 
Heaton (41–7) displayed his ability to close out games quickly. Fimbres’ progress through the week 
cemented him as a name to watch for future championships. 

Bedard of Massachusetts claimed third at 5–2, and while his numbers (55.8% ringers) trailed the top 
two, he had several close wins. He opened with a 41–4 result over Heinritz, edged Ken Jones 40–10, 
and survived Carroll Heaton 43–33 in one of the tighter contests. His upset of Gibson (42–23) added 
to his résumé, though losses to both Fraser and Fimbres kept him out of the top of the group.  

Utah’s Steven Gibson (3–4) finished fourth, highlighted by a 45–34 win over Heinritz and a 45–24 
decision over Lee. His ability to land timely ringers kept him competitive even in losses. New Mexi-
co’s Ken Jones (2–5) also claimed notable wins, including a 40–39 nail-biter against Gibson, where 
he matched his opponent shoe-for-shoe before pulling ahead late.  

Further down the standings, Arizona’s Isaiah Lee (2–5) and Utah’s Carroll Heaton (2–5) each record-
ed wins that spoke to the depth of the field. Lee toppled Heaton 40–16 and defeated Heinritz 42–21, 
while Heaton bested Heinritz in a 40–39 squeaker and later edged Jones 40–34. Wisconsin’s Ken 
Heinritz (1–6) finished last, but even he managed to upset Jones 44–32. 

Competing in the Sr. Men’s Championship Class were: Ken Fraser (NY 7-0 67.17%), Jacob Fimbres (AZ 
6-1 56.83%), Raymond Bedard (MA 5-2 59.00%), Steven Gibson (UT 3-4 49.67%), Ken Jones (NM 2-5 
48.00%), Isaiah Lee (AZ 2-5 40.00%), Carroll Heaton (UT 2-5 47.83%), Ken Heinritz (WI 1-6 42.00) 
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The 2025 Senior Women’s World Horseshoe Tournament delivered everything that spectators could 
have hoped for. The eight-player field provided tight competition, with Washington’s Cindy Clausen 
ultimately claiming the crown. Entering as one of the higher-seeded pitchers, Clausen justified her 
reputation with a 7–1 record and a 62.4% ringer rate. 

Clausen’s run to the title included several standout wins. She opened with a 43–16 decision over Di-
ane Luiz, followed by a 42–28 win against California’s Sandra Johnson. Against San Juanita Murray of 
Texas, she threw 33 ringers in 50 shoes (66%) for a 40–28 victory. One of her best games came 
against Sheila Shepard, where she scored 43 points with 30 ringers on 52 shoes (57.7%). Though 
Shepard handed Clausen her only loss—a 43–35 battle in which Shepard shot 57.7%—Clausen re-
sponded in their rematch, defeating Shepard 40–18 on the back of 43 ringers in 58 shoes (74.1%). 
That consistency defined Clausen’s championship week. 

Runner-up Shepard (6–2, 58.4%), an NHPA Hall of Fame member and ten times World Champion 
displayed the reason why she has won so often. After a surprising early loss to Janet Larson, she 
reeled off five consecutive victories, including a dominant 45–0 shutout of Susan Fulton and a 41–29 
win over Kammie Anderson. Shepard’s highlight came in her head-to-head with Clausen, where she 
outpitched the eventual champion with 30 ringers on 52 shoes (57.7%) to hand Clausen her lone de-
feat. Though Clausen got the better of her in the rematch, Shepard’s steady accuracy and ability to 
rise to big moments earned her second place. 

North Dakota’s Anderson (4–3) and Texas’ Murray (4–3) tied for the next spots. Anderson had a 
strong mid-tournament run with wins over Janet Larson (40–33) and Luiz (41–13). She also beat 
Johnson 40–36 with 36 ringers in 64 shoes, a 56.3% performance. Murray, meanwhile, played spoil-
er, defeating Anderson 43–37 in a tight match and scoring one of the most lopsided wins of the 
week with a 44–2 final over Luiz.  

Kansas’ Fulton (3–4) finished fifth but managed quality wins, including a 42–30 victory over Johnson 
and a 42–19 upset of Murray. She also outlasted Luiz 43–31 with a steady 50% ringer average. John-
son (2–5) placed sixth but grabbed wins against Larson and Luiz, while Minnesota’s Larson (2–5) au-
thored one of the week’s biggest surprises by handing Shepard her only other loss, a 42–14 win with 
27 ringers in 44 shoes (61.4%). Luiz, though last at 1–6, made her mark by defeating Jones 44–32 
and staying competitive in several matches. 

Clausen emerged victorious, but the week offered reminders that in this division, the margin be-
tween winning and losing often comes down to a handful of shoes. 
 

Competing in the Senior Women’s Championship were: Cindy Clausen (WA 7-1 57.83%), Sheila Shep-
ard (CO 6-2 54.00%), Kammie Anderson (ND 4-3 52.67%), San Juanita Murray (TX 4-3 51.83%), Susan 
Fulton (KS 3-4 53.17%), Sandra Johnson (CA 2-5 51.83%), Janet Larson (MN 2-5 49.83%), Diane Luiz 
(CA 1-6 40.33%) 
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The 2025 Elder Men’s World Horseshoe Tournament proved to be very competitive. The Elder Men 
A prelims gave a taste of what was to come. Wisconsin’s Jim Bilderback set the pace with a 14–1 rec-
ord and a 71.2% ringer percentage, including victories over top names like Tom Moffat and Ricky 
Grim. Close behind was British Columbia’s Moffat at 13–2 with a 75.3% average, while Utah’s Benj 
Rains and Georgia’s Zane Goggin both cleared double-digit wins. Arizona’s Mike Massari and Penn-
sylvania’s Grim rounded out the top six, leaving no doubt that the championship would be hard 
fought. 

In the finals, Moffat rose above the rest to secure the world title with a 14–2 record and a 73.4% 
ringer average. His campaign included several statement victories: a 41–12 defeat of Rains on 83% 
shooting, a 44–7 victory against Grim with nearly 88% accuracy, and a decisive 42–14 win over Jeff 
Gustafson in their rematch. After dropping an earlier game to Gustafson, he answered with a strong-
er finish, closing the tournament on a string of emphatic wins that sealed the championship. 

Gustafson, also of Wisconsin, claimed runner-up honors with a 13–3 record and a 66.8% ringer per-
centage. Highlights included a 44–34 victory over Del Hulet, a 42–32 decision over Kevin Shields in 
which he posted 51 ringers, and a narrow win against John Bruhn. Though he fell to Moffat in the 
final head-to-head, Gustafson’s performance confirmed his place among the division’s elite. 

Third place went to Pennsylvania’s Grim, who finished 11–4 at 67.4%. His tournament was full of 
high-quality wins: a 41–20 triumph over Goggin and a 43–10 defeat of Roy Buhler. Utah’s Hulet (10–
5) was equally impressive, including a 40–38 thriller against Rains and a 40–39 edge over Jim Bilder-
back. Rains himself ended 9–6, with highlights such as a 42–6 victory against Gary Boots and a 43–3 
win over Joseph Cisneros. Together, the Utah duo showed the strength of the state’s elder contin-
gent. 

Other notable performances came from Goggin (9–6), who pitched well against Moffat, but was still 
defeated 41–34 in 86 shoes. Massari (8–7) strung together wins against tough opponents, including 
a 45–30 result over Dave Burrows. Washington’s Bruhn (8–7) delivered a signature 44–18 win over 
Massari, while Connecticut’s Shields (7–8) surprised Moffat by shooting 68% ringers and defeated 
Moffat 42-38. 

For the remainder of the field, the results reflected the unforgiving nature of world-class play. Veter-
ans like Bob McCauley, Roy Buhler, and Shirl Barney all had competitive stretches but couldn’t quite 
break into the upper tier. Even so, each took games from higher-ranked opponents. The division’s 
newcomers, including Dave Burrows, gained invaluable experience and will likely return stronger in 
future years. 

Competing in the Championship class were: Tom Moffat (BC 14-2 75.33%), Jeff Gustafson (WI 13-3 
66.50%), Ricky Grim (PA 11-4 66.17%), Del Hulet (UT 10-5 60.17%), Benj Rains (UT 9-6 66.17%), Zane 
Goggin (GA 9-6 67.67%), Mike Massari (AZ 8-7 66.33%), John Bruhn (WA 8-7 58.00%), Kevin Shields 
(CT 7-8 57.17%), Jim Bilderback (WI 7-8 71.17%), Joseph Cisceros (KS 7-8 59.50%), Bob McCauey (BC 
5-10 62.67%), Roy Buhler (UT 4-11 66.67%), Shirl Barney (UT 4-11 59.50%), Gary Boots (MN 3-12 
57.67%), Dave Burrows (AB 2-13 59.67%) 



 

40 

Elder Women Champions 



 

41 

The 2025 Elder Women’s World Horseshoe Tournament brought together six competitors in a tight-
ly contested round robin that highlighted the endurance and precision of the sport’s veteran pitch-
ers. While the field was evenly matched in stretches, Indiana’s Sharon Chiddister stood above the 
rest, finishing undefeated to capture the world title. 

Chiddister was dominant throughout her 5–0 run, averaging 65.0% ringers. She opened with a 41–0 
shutout of Washington’s Rosalie Knutsen, then defeated Colorado’s Lillian Stromberg 41–2 on a 
steady 73.1% accuracy. Against Arizona’s Mary Fimbres, she maintained her form in a 41–14 win, 
and followed with a 42–11 triumph over Utah’s Ellie Miller. To close her championship run, she dis-
patched Texas’ Dee King 40–4 with 73% ringer shooting. Across all her matches, Chiddister blended 
efficiency and consistency, leaving little doubt about her title run. 

Stromberg (3–2, 33.6%) earned the runner-up spot thanks to key wins. She outlasted King 43–34, 
edged Knutsen 40–26, and secured a 45–35 victory over Fimbres. Her ability to battle through high-
shoe-count matches underscored her endurance. Miller of Utah also finished 3–2, placing third with 
a 30.1% ringer rate. She claimed narrow wins over Fimbres (40–38) and Stromberg (40–38), as well 
as a 44–33 decision against Knutsen, showing her knack for winning tight contests. 

King, at 2–3, recorded notable wins of her own, including a 42–26 result against Miller and a 41–32 
win over Knutsen, both backed by steady mid-30% accuracy. Knutsen (1–4, 31.2%) found success 
with a 44–32 victory over Fimbres, while Arizona’s Fimbres (1–4, 29.1%) claimed her lone victory 41
–29 against King. Though their records placed them toward the bottom, both pitchers showed flash-
es of strong play, often pushing higher-seeded opponents across long matches. 

The 2025 Elder Women’s Championship underscored the competitive spirit of the division: every 
player secured at least one win, and no match was without its moments of drama. But the week be-
longed to Sharon Chiddister, whose undefeated record and steady 65% ringer pace crowned her the 
deserving champion. 

Competing in the Elder Women’s Championship were: Sharon Chiddister (IN, 5–0, 65.00%), Lillian 
Stromberg (CO, 3–2, 33.58%), Ellie Miller (UT, 3–2, 30.07%), Dee King (TX, 2–3, 30.37%), Rosalie 
Knutsen (WA, 1–4, 31.16%), Mary Fimbres (AZ, 1–4, 29.05%) 
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Class Results Cadet A 



 

44 

Class Results Cadet B 
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Class Results Cadet D 
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NHPA World Tournament… 

See you all in Wausau, Wisconsin 2026!!! 

July 13-26, 2026 

We’ll be back in 2026!!! 


