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Jeff Secord—WI 
 

Jeff has been around organized 
horseshoe pitching since the 
age of 3 years old. He played in 
his first tournament in 1976 as 
a 7 year old. Jeff has been an 
active participant in the Wis-
consin charter for over 30 
years. He was the tournament 
director for the 1993 State 
Tournament in Fond Du Lac, WI 
and has been a member of the 
WHPA Hall of Fame Committee. 
Jeff recently compiled all pitch-
er statistics from every Wiscon-
sin State Tournament since the 
WHPA became an NHPA Char-
ter in 1967. He has been the 
director of Team World tourna-
ments and is recognized for his 
time and effort he has put into 
promoting horseshoe pitching 
and being tournament director 
of an outstanding horseshoe 
pitching tournament, Team 
World. 
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Stan Griggs—MO 

 
Stan join the  NHPA in 1976 at 12 
years old. He became the Mis-
souri State Statistician in 1987 
and since then has served as 36 
years in that position. By the mid-
dle of 1989, stan was a consistent 
A Class pitcher. He joined the 
NHPA Hall of Fame Committee in 
2018 and in began assuming the 
role as the World Tournament 
Statistician in 2019. Stan devel-
oped the first NHPA Trading cards 
in 2020 and produced them again 
in 2021. Stan has continued to 
make a significant impact on the 
NHPA in many ways. 



 

 

Hall of Fame 

Maxine Griffith—TN 
 

Player Category—Maxine is and has been for 
many years a World Class horseshoe pitcher. In 
fact, she won her second World title at the 
2023 World Tournament as she moved over to 
the Senior Women’s division. Her finale average 
in 2023 WT was 78.47% which is the fifth high-
est average ever in that division. She ranks elev-
enth in total wins in the Women’s WT list. with 
136 wins. She won the Women’s title in 2018. 
She is a very active pitcher and promotes pitch-
ing by showing off her skills, dedication, and 
consistently high pitching average. This is very 
apparent whenever she pitches and particularly 
at the WT where she is seldom under 70% and 
usually pitches in the 80’s. Maxine was induct-
ed into the Tennessee HOF in 1997. 

             Karl Van Sant—IN 
 

Historic Era Category—Karl won the Indiana 
Men’s championship three times while finish-
ing in second place three times. He pitched in 
the WT 13 times in the men’s championship 
class and finished 13th twice while facing a 
very talented group of competitors. His WT 
overall average was a very consistent 71.64%. 
He won 145 games in the championship class 
and his high average came in 1977 when he 
pitched 77.34% Karl finished second in the In-
termediate division in 1990 and then moved to 
the Senior division where he won the Champi-
onship in 1992. He was inducted into the 
Indiana HOF in 1978. 
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Hall of Fame 

Jerry Smith—Ohio 
 

Promoter-Organizer-Jerry Smith has been serv-
ing the NHPA at the club, charter, and national 
levels for over 35 years having started in 1985. 
He was Sec/Treas for the Northern California 
and Idaho charters for 10 or more years each. 
He served as newsletter editor and statistician 
in both charters before joining the NHPA as 
Third VP in 2014. He is currently the NHPA His-
torian, sits on the HOF Committee and is a 
board member for the NHPF. He received an 
Achievement Award in 2012, the Stokes Award 
in 2018, the HOF’s of the YOLO HSC in 1998, the 
NCHPA in 1999, and the Idaho Charter in 2018. 
He is currently the Regional Director for the 
SHOP charter. 

             Kurt Whaley—SD 
 

Promoter-Organizer Category—Kurt Whaley 
has probably impacted our sport as much as 
any person in our entire history. Kurt, of 
course, is the author of HSMaster, HSScore-
keeper, and eShoe. In the late 90’s, Kurt was 
Secretary/Treasurer of the South Dakota char-
ter and was running many tournaments. As a 
professional computer programmer, he wrote 
himself software to ease his horseshoe jobs 
and out of that came HSMaster. In the next 20 
years, Kurt revised and updated HSMaster 
some 232 times, wrote HSScorekeeper ena-
bling us to move into electronic scorekeeping, 
and proposed, wrote, and implemented 
eShoe. HSMaster is now fully integrated with 
eShoe making membership and national aver-
ages easy to update and track. Kurt was in-
ducted into the South Dakota HOF in 2004. In 
2009 he was the recipient 
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2022 Awards 

Fred and Carol Sanford— OH 
 

Since the Sanfords were unable to attend the 
award ceremony last year, their Achievement 
Award was presented by Gary Roberts. Fred 
and Carol Sanford have been active in the 
NHPA since 2000. The Ross County Horseshoe 
League has been one of the best leagues in the 
uS with 40-50 members each year. Fred and 
Carol have directed the Ross County Fair tour-
nament since 2000. In addition to tournament 
and league activities, both have served in other 
positions with Fred as the assistant regional 
director and Carol as the Ohio Charter Vice 
President. 

Achievement Award 
2022 



 

 

 
                 Michelle Foard—MN 
 
Michelle has actively participated in sharing the 
joy of horseshoes on any form of social media. At 
this time, Michelle has over 11,000+ followers on 
Tik Tok, and some of her top viewed videos have 
over a half million views. She began pitching 
horseshoes in 2002 and became an NHPA mem-
ber in 2018. She has served as the media and 
social media director for the Minnesota Charter 
for 3 years as well as the League President of the 
Brooklyn Park Horseshoe Club. She continues to 
make a significant difference on behalf of the 
NHPA in all areas of social media. 

2023 Awards 

Jim and Debbie Scully—CT 
 

Deb & Jim Scully run the indoor facility in E. 
Hartford, CT, with tournaments every other 
weekend in the winter. Those tournaments 
have had excellent entry numbers, varying 
from the 50’s to as many as 80 entries on their 
six courts. In addition, Deb is the NEHPA secre-
tary and is the CT HPA secretary, helping all of 
the local clubs in CT with their tournaments 
during the summer—she helped them all get 
set up on HSMaster. They have worked hard to 
increase their membership, including leagues 
four nights a week in the winter and getting 
campground pitchers involved. 

Achievement Award 
2023 
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Brian Fisher—OH 
 

Brian joined the NHPA and the 
Darke County horseshoe club in 
1991 and has been an officer in 
many capacities. He helped bring 
the World Tournament to Greenville 
in 1999. Brian worked with the local 
fair board to relocate the Ohio Hall 
of Fame to the park and revitalize 
the “Ringer Classic” tournament. He 
runs or helps run four leagues and is 
constantly promoting horseshoe 
pitching. He was inducted into 
Ohio’s Hall of Fame in 2021. 
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New Mexico Charter 
 

78% growth from 2020 to 2021 
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Darryl Miller—OH 

 
Darryl started pitching in 1991 and became a 
tournament director in 1997. In 2012, he be-
came a VP for the Ohio Charter and in 2018 
was appointed as the Ohio Charter’s Regional 
Director. He is now the President of Hilliard’s 
Club and has been for nine years. He has done 
an excellent job as Regional Director, has input 
the Charter’s tournaments in a timely manner, 
and takes care of the regular responsibilities of 
his duty in an exceptional way. 
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World tournament Participation Award 
10+ Years in a Row 

 
Gregg Craven MO 20 In A Row 
Audra Craven MO 20 In A Row 
Jim Cooper TN 15 In A Row 
Delbert Fourman OH 10 In A Row 
George Davis CA 10 In A Row 
Shelly Martinez MA 10 In A Row 

10 year patch 
Trisha Lincoln  AZ 
Steve Fuhrmann TX 
Jim Tollefson  WI 
Rick Smith Sr.  AR 
Jerry Smith  OH 
Paul Mommens NE 
Mark Smith  MN 
Roy Brockman  AR 
Marvin Price  DE 
Steve Fuhrmann TX 
Thomas Shannon OK 
Doris Hieden  TX 
Karen Graham  NY 
Shelly Martinez MA 
Melanie Poole  ID 
 
20 year patch 
Audra Craven  MO 
Ron Kindrick  AL 
Dennis Simler  IL 
Raymond Bedard MA 
Aleena Lekap  WI 
 
30 year patch 
Lee Watkins  IL 

World tournament Divisions Only 
90% Games 

 
Name   State Score Rgrs Shoes 90% + 
Drew Becker-M  CAN 40-3 31 34 91.18% 
Skyla Rioux-W  CT 40-7 52 56 92.86% 
Derek Reynolds-Jr Boy AR 43-0 23 24 95.83% 
 

NHPA 90% WT Game Awards 
2023 World Tournament 

 
 
Mens  Drew Becker CAN 91.18% 
Women  Skyla Rioux CT 91.18% 
Junior Boys Derek Reynolds AR 95.83% 
  
 



 

 

Cadet Boys Champions 



 

 

Cadet Girls Champions 



 

 

Junior Boy’s Champions 



 

 

Junior Girl’s Champions 



 

 

Domination!!! This year was one of undefeated champions in all Cadet and Junior Championship Di-
visions. 
 
In the Cadet Boys category, Eli Sullivan (VA) went undefeated, repeating his 2022 performance with 
a 7-0 record. He pitched 11% over his 2022 performance ending with an 80% ringer percentage. Eli’s 
high game was 82%.  Adekai Begaye pitched the highest over his incoming average of 35.21% with a 
50.39% ending average. The most ringers pitched in a game was in Eli’s game against Tom Grose 
where he pitched 40 ringers. 
 
Competing in the Cadet Boys Championship were: Eli Sullivan (VA 7-0 80.0%), Tom Grose (NV 6-1 
67.60%), Landon Morgan (IL 5-2 51.27%), Adakai Begaye (CA 4-3 50.39%), Lucas Rasmussen (MN 3-4 
37.89%), Gavin Begaye Jr. (CA 2-5 32.69%), Conner Kildahl (WI 1-6 10.64%), Eben Begaye (CA 0-7 
22.90%) 
 
There were only three girls in the Cadet Girls Championship and they battled. Za’kiyah Arbogast (KS) 
had the top two games of the division at 17.5% and 12.5%. They each played each other two times 
and at the end of the Championship were deadlocked at 4 wins and 2 losses. Playoff would have re-
quired to play at least two more games and the class determined that they were satisfied with the 
standings based on the ringer percentages. 
 
Competing in the Cadet Girls Championship were: Za’kiyah Arbogast (KS 4-2 9.17%, Jazmyn Kildahl 
(WI 4-2 6.67%), Addisyn Goddard (MO 4-2 6.25%) 
 
Derek Reynolds (AR) once again ended with a 7-0 record with 81.35% ringers, which was 10% above 
the second place. He totally dominated the division with the closest match against Hastiin Begaye 40
-21. He pitched his high game against Dillon Kyle (CA) at 90% winning 45-0. As he did last year, he 
was the only one that pitched a 90% game and 4 of his other 6 matches was above 80%. 
 
Competing in the Junior Boys Championship were: Derek Reynolds (AR 7-0 81.35%), Hastiin Begaye 
(CA 6-1 71.21%, Caiden Hogue (OH 5-2 57.36%), Blake Benzing (WI 4-3 52.89%), Zack Grzembski (MA 
3-4 58.45%), Memo Ramirez (MO 2-5 37.86%), Dillon Kyle (CA 1-6 33.90%), Warren Highley (MO 0-7 
35.47%) 
 
Lizy Jordan (Ct) easily won the Junior Girls Championship 7-0 pitching an average of 52.02% ringers. 
In fact, she pitched the top 4 ringer percentages in the class pitching 56.82% vs. Sadie Wolken (MO), 
56.25 vs. Lily Strong (CA), 55.88% vs. Sade Harges (IN), and 54.17% vs. Mackenzie Rasmussen (MN) 
 
Competing in the Junior Girls Championship were: Lizy Jordan (CT 7-0 52.02%), Sadie Wolken (MO 6-
1 45.58%), Lilyan Kildahl (WI 5-2 37.27%) Cherie Harges (IN 4-3 22.91%), Lily Strong (CA 3-4 31.82%), 
Sade Harges (IN 2-5 15.36%), Eliza Goers (IL 1-6 8.29%), Mackenzie Rasmussen (MN 0-7 2.08%) 



 

 

 Cadet Boys 
1st Eli Sullivan VA 
2nd Tom Grose NV 
3rd Landon Morgan IL 

Cadet Girls 
1st Za’ kiyah Arbogast KS 
2nd Jazmyn Kildahl WI 
3rd Addisyn Goddard MO 

Junior Boys 
1st Derek Reynolds AR 
2nd Hastiin Begaye CA 
3rd Caiden Hogue OH 

Junior Girls 
1st Lizy Jordan CT 
2nd Sadie Wolken MO 
3rd Lillyan Kildahl WI 



 

 

Men’s Champions 



 

 

27!!!! Alan Francis (OH) added to his quiver of World Tournament wins going 15-0 in the Champion-
ship Class pitching 85.56% for the Men’s Championship. Alan pitched 5 90% games with his high 
game against Jerry Dean (MD) at 95%.No other pitchers in the Men’s Championship pitched above 
90% for any game. Drew Becker (ON) had only 2 losses but his high game came against Dan Watson 
(AL)  at 85.71% ringers. He had 4 games above 80%. Tyler Howard (KY) actually had 7 games above 
80%. The closest anyone came to Alan in the Championships was Ben Webb (KY), who only lost by 6 
points 41-35. Randy Zeiders (PA) came in close at 42-34 losing by 8 points in 108 shoes, which result-
ed in 83 ringers for Francis in the win to Randy’s 80 ringers. This ended up being the most shoes 
pitched in any game in this Championship class. 
 
Highest over average in the class was Walter Ray Williams Jr., who came in at 65.83% and pitched 
69.63% for the tournament (3.80% over average). He finished in 7th position in the class. 
 
Participating in the Championship class were: Alan Francis (OH 15-0 85.56%), Drew Becker (ON 13-2 
77.19%), Tyler Howard (KY 12-3 76.28%), Andrew Adams (MI 10-5 74.08%), Ben Webb (KY 10-5 
72.79%), Austin Bailey (IL 9-6 70.11%), Walter Ray Williams Jr. (FL 9-6 70.11%), Dan Watson (AL 8-7 
70%), Randy Zeiders (PA 7-8 69.84%), Cole Pearson (NE 6-0 64.91%), Gale Greene (VT 5-10 65.38%), 
Matt Fuller (WA 5-10 62.47%), Jerry Dean (MD 4-11 63.06%), Randy Smith Jr. (CT 3-12 61.23%), Jim-
my Campbell (VA 3-12 60.60%), Rodney Crow (TX 1-14 54.13%) 



 

 

Women’s Champions 



 

 

With her second year in the Women’s Division, Sarah Chaffee (WI) is making a name for herself. She 
came in with the highest Women’s ringer percentage at 81% and delivered above her average by 3% 
to end at 84% for the Championship Class. She ended 15-0 for the Championship with a couple of 
very close games with Penny Steinke (WI) 45-37 and Amy Francis (OH) 42.38 in 71 shoes. Her longest 
game in the Championship, however, was against Marlene Ray. They pitched an amazing 140 shoes 
with 124 ringers from Sarah Chaffee and 121 ringers from Marlene. It was an awesome game to wit-
ness! No other game went above 100 shoes (Skyla Rioux  (CT) and Joan Elmore (TN) went to 98 
shoes for the second longest game.  
 
Skyla Rioux was the other women that entered the class last year and she had two losses against 
Sylvianne Moisan (PQ) and Sarah Chaffee (WI). She finished in second place two wins ahead of Sylvi-
anne Moisan (PQ), and Joan Elmore (TN) 
 
There were four  times where the pitchers pitched over 90%, Tiwce for Sarah Chafee (91.95% vs Pam 
Meyer (MO), and 91.38% vs Skyla Rioux (CT)), once for Sylvianne Mosan (91.67% vs. Skyla Rioux 
(CT)), and once for Marlene Ray vs. Kelly Glidewell (VA).   
 
Pitching in the Championship class were: Sarah Chafee (WI 15-0 84%), Skyla Rioux (CT 13-2 78%), 
Sylvianne Moisan (PQ 11-4 78.39%), Joan Elmore (TN 11-4 77.70%), Penny Steinke (WI 11-4 77.19%), 
Amy Francis (OH 10-5 75%), Marlene Ray (TN 9-6 75.64%), Aleena Lepak (WI 8-7 70.65%), Karen Gra-
ham (NY 7-8 70.43%), Karen Graham (NY 7-8 70.43%), Denise Daly (MI 6-9 70.56%), Pam Meyer (MO 
4-11 66.21%), Kelly Glidewell (VA 4-11 64.95%), Jane Cordingley (AB 3-12 66.35%), Jennifer Gegg 
(MO 3-12 64.48%), Sue Laughlin (NY 3-12 62.31%), Lyne Pineault (PQ 2-13 61.08%) 



 

 

Senior Men’s Champions 



 

 

With a 10-1 record, James Dunlap (MI) came away with the victory in the Senior Men’s Chamnpion-
ship with a ringer percentage of 58.37%. There were actually 3 people with a higher percentage in 
the class, but James won the games he needed to win. His high game came against Keith Schafer 
(MI) at 78.57%, which was 15 % higher than his incoming average. Second in the class was won by 
Stan Griggs (MO). Stan had losses to James Dunlap (MI) and his final game to Jacob Fimbres (AZ) 
 
Stan Griggs (MO) pitched the highest above his incoming average of 53.67% by pitching 6.67% high-
er for an average of 60.34%. 
 
Participating in the Sr. Men’s Championship Class were: James Dunlap (MI 10-1 58.37%), Stan Griggs 
(MO 9-2 60.34%), Raymond Bedard (MA 9-2 58.55%), Jacob Fimbres (AZ 8-3 59.02%), Ken Fraser (NY 
7-4 57.78%), Bob Cadwallader (AR 6-5 45.71%), Rick Howe (MA 5-6 50.37%), Keith Schafer (MI 4-7 
44.84%), Mark Seibold (FL 3-8 47.31%), Gary Roberts (OH 2-0 50%), Ken Jones (NM 2-9 48.20%), Bill 
Navratil (CT 1=10 37.38%) 



 

 

Senior Women’s Champions 



 

 

Undefeated in her first year in the Senior Women’s Division, Maxine Griffith swept the field with an 
11-0 record pitching 6.55% above her incoming average to give her 78.47% for the Championship 
class. Surprisingly, that wasn’t the highest above the incoming average. Shelly Martinez came in 
pitching 37.31% and pitched an astounding 17.25% above her average to finish in 6th place at 
54.56% in the Championship.  
 
Maxine not only won all of her games in the Championship, but she dominated every game with her 
closest game against San Juanita Murray (TX) 42-24. She had 6 games over 80% while the only other 
competitor with an 80% game was San Juanita Murray (TX) with 87.50 vs. Laurie Lampkin (KY) 
 
Competing in the Senior Women’s Championship were: Maxine Griffith (TN 11-0 78.47%), Tamara 
Burke (WV 9-2 68.22), San Juanita Murray (TX 9-2 69.96%), Pat Stumpf (MN 8-3 62.98%), Sheila 
Shepard (CO 8-3 62.45%)., Shelly Martinez (MA 5-6 54.56%), Janet Larson (MN 4-7 52.26%), Donna 
Shoemaker (OH 4-7 51.94%), Laurie Lampkin (KY 4-7 44.89%), Jan Knaub (CO 3-8 38.04%), Patricia 
Pertuit (LA 1-10 40.81%), Barb Adams (CO 0-11 45.91%) 



 

 

Elder’s Champions 



 

 

This division is known for the closeness of the competition. Last year they came to a playoff for Bob 
Gray to pull out the win and this year, Bob Gray (FL) defeated Ronald Legrand (MO) in the final game 
to retain his #1 spot. 5 of the 6 top positions in this class all pitched above their incoming average. 
 
Bob carried the high game of the division with 93.33% vs Charles ray (TN). He also had 7 other 80-
90% games to help him be the most dominant pitcher in this Championship class. 
 
 
Competing in the Elders Championship were: Bob Gray (FL 14-2 77.67%), Ronald Legrand (MO 13-3 
73.47%), David Holmes (WV 12-3 76.67%), Zane Goggin (GA 12-3 72.95%), Junior Peters (WV 10-5 
74%), Don Epps (OH 10-5 71.23%), Jacques Houle (PQ 8-7 69.90%), Dale Marteney (GA 8-7 66.43%), 
Dale Moles (IN 6-9 67.90%), Kenneth Schaver (IL 6-9 62.59%), Benj Rains (UT 5-10 67.28%), James 
Cooper (TN 5-10 64.68%), Don Gillette (MO 4-11 57.22%), Rich Knerem Sr. (OH 3-12 63.52%), Roy 
Dugger (OH 3-12 56.76%), Charles Gray (TN 2-13 54.13%) 
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NHPA World Tournament… 

Come and Join the Fun!!! 


