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Ron Taylor—SC 
 

Ron was pitching in a backyard 
pitching group when he met 
Paul Stewart. Ron immediately 
began building the membership 
in South Carolina. During his 
tenure, he was instrumental in 
increasing the membership 
from a dozen to 150 members 
and helped build pitching facili-
ties. He promoted horseshoe 
pitching in South Carolina and 
helped create the Hall of Fame. 
In 2009, the first tournament of 
the HP Protour began. Ron is 
the Director of Operations for 
what is known as the Horse-
shoe Tour. All tour events are 
NHPA sanctioned. The tour has 
a large following and promotes 
horseshoe pitching everywhere 
it goes. Ron is an excellent can-
didate for the Stokes Award 
and helps to promote horse-
shoes across the NHPA. 
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Blaine Scott—UT 

 
Blaine has served as the President 
of the Northern Utah Horseshoe 
Pitchers Association  for 6 years. 
He has also been the editor of the 
Newsline since 2019, Webmaster 
for the NHPA website horse-
shoepitching.com, and has been a 
significant help in the setup and 
operation of the World Horseshoe 
Tournament for the past two 
years. He has increased distribu-
tion of the Newsline from 700 
readers to 2,600 readers, has as-
sisted in bringing missing editions 
of the old Newsline editions 
online, and assists the NHPA offic-
ers in reviewing and editing items 
shared with the NHPA communi-
ty. He has been a strong support-
er of the NHPA for 24 years and 
Monroe, Louisiana is his 16th 
World Tournament, having 
attended the last 13 years in a 
row. (with the exception of the 
Covid year...2021) 



 

 

2022 Awards 

Hall of Fame 

Ronnie Simmons—CA 
 

Historic Era Category—Ronnie joined the 
Southern California and NHPA associations in 
1957. He attended the World tournament in 
1963 for the first time in California. At the time, 
Ronnie had to try to qualify  to pitch in the 
World tournament by pitching 200 shoes to try 
to compete in the Championship class. (scoring 
500+ points in 200 shoes). He tried again in 
1956 and 1966 in Murray Utah but didn’t make 
the Championship class. He tried again 1967-
1972 and qualified every year. Again in 1973, 
1978-1981, 1983 he qualified for the Champi-
onship class. He tried again in 1984 and made it 
one more time. For his 11th appearance in the 
finals he had an overall average of 73.3%. In the 
90’s he was in a serious automobile accident 
which ended his pitching career. He loved 
horseshoe pitching. Ronnie passed away in Feb-
ruary 2021 and the plaque will be sent to his 
family.. 

             Debra Brown—VT 
 

Pitcher Category—Debra has been a member 
of the NHPA for 42 years. She has been in-
volved with the Sodbusters Horseshoe club in 
Bristol Vermont and has been President since 
2011. She is also the Vermont State Horseshoe 
Pitchers President. Her greatest joy is mentor-
ing young players. She is a 22 time Vermont 
State Champion and 9 time New England 
Champion. Her first World Tournament was in 
1983 in Class F, which she won in a playoff but 
missed the Championship round by 1/100th of 
a point. She returned to the World Tourna-
ment in York Pennsylvania in 2008. from 2008-
2015 she has competed in the Women’s 
Championship each year.  She won the World 
Title in 2015 in Topeka Kansas. Her ringer aver-
age for 9 Championship appearances is 
75.96%. 
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2022 Awards 

 
                 Fred Lane—WI 
 

Fred is a strong proponent of the NHPA and is 
very skilled in Information Technology. The 
NHPA was in a strong need of his expertise in 
2021 in Winnemucca, Nevada. Fred brought his 
unique skills to the NHPA and helped to organize 
the IT setup and support, which was also dupli-
cated in Monroe Louisiana. He dedicated much 
of his own time and energy to make sure that 
the World Tournament was setup and made use 
of technology in an efficient way. The NHPA is 
grateful for the additional efforts to provide a 
successful World Tournament in 2021 and 2022. 

Achievement Awards—2022 
Fred & Carol Sanford have contributed to the success 
of horseshoe pitching in Ohio in many ways and have 
been members of the NHPA since 2000. The league 
known as the Ross County Horseshoe League has ap-
proximately 50 members each year. Carol has been 
secretary since 2002. Fred has been President since 
2013. Fred and Carol have directed the Ross County 
Fair since 2000, including a special kids day. For the 
last three years they have assisted in the Senior 
Games activities. Fred serves as Assistant Regional 
Director and Carol serves currently as VP of the Oho 
Charter.  

2022 Awards 

David Sidles—NE 
 

Thank you for all the years you gave to the 
NHPA organization. David worked at the Club 
level for many years and also served as the 
NHPA 3rd Vice President and then as the NHPA 
Secretary/Treasurer for 4 years (including 
much modernization). David advanced the rec-
ord keeping significantly in his role in that posi-
tion including computerized check-writing pro-
cesses. David is now the president of the NHPF 
and is a horseshoe pitching superstar. 
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Wanda Lantz—LA 
 

2021—Wanda Lantz has been ac-
tively involved in the local club and 
Jerry Smith was impressed with the 
clubs paperwork and timeliness. 
Wanda is the League Director in 
Louisiana that started the NHPA in 
2003 and began to help the Club 
president immediately. She is the 
contact person that works with Jer-
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New Mexico Charter 
 

78% growth from 2020 to 2021 

2022 Awards 

20 year patch 
Jim Cooper  TN 
Rick Howe  MA 
 
30 year patch 
Roger Vogel  KS 
 
30 year patch (20 in a row) 
Tina Hawkins  OK 
 
40 year patch (All in a row) 
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Coyce Allen—TX 

 
Coyce joined the NHPA in 1984 and has 
attended 11 World Tournaments. During his 
38 years of NHPA membership, he has served 
as Texas Tournament Director for 27 years, 
Texas President from 2014-2016 and current 
VP and is currently in the Texas Hall of Fame 
and Rules Committee member, was an assis-
tant Regional Director for 4 years and became 
a Regional Director in 2010. He has served as 
an NHPA VP  and sat on the NHPA Rules Com-
mittee. He was inducted in the Texas Hall of 
Fame in 2013 and received the Presidential 
Award that same year. 



 

 

2021/2022 Awards 
World Tournament Participation Award 

10 Year Patch 
 
 

Barney Bell  KS 
Jean Bullington  GA 
Barbara Carson AZ 
George Davis  CA 
Donald Gore  NY 
David Greer  TX 
Jerald Hagen  ND 
Jon Harris  FL 
David Holliday  PA 
Garry Jackson  OK 
Richard A. Johnson TX 
Keith Johnson  MO 
Kevin Kyle  CA 
Buddy Lampkin KY 
Helen Laumbach NM 
Arlen Lee  SD 
Ronald LeGrand MO 
Josh Olson  MN 
Doug Palmer  ID 
Judy Phillips  NC 
Chuck Poole  GA 
Brian Poole  ID 
John Strong  NE 

 
 

World tournament Participation Award 
10 Years in a Row 

 
 

John Barney  AZ 
Barbara Carson AZ 
Mary Fimbres  AZ 
Michael Gillespie MO 
Randy Jackson  OK 
Jan Knaub  CO 
James Miller  TX 
Josh Olson  MN 
Ed Posey  TX 
Ron Smith  LA 
Joie Welker  MO 
 
  

World tournament Participation Award 
20/30/40 Years Patches 

 
20 year patch 
Jim Cooper  TN 
Rick Howe  MA 
 
30 year patch 
Roger Vogel  KS 
 
30 year patch (20 in a row) 
Tina Hawkins  OK 
 
40 year patch (All in a row) 
Alan Francis  OH 



 

 

2021/2022 Awards 
NHPA Perfect Games 

2021-2022 
 
 

8/10/2019 * David Holmes WV Williamstown 30 
9/6/2020 * Gary Bearpaw OK OKC State 20 
9/5/2021 Alan Francis OH Ohio State 28 
7/6/2022 Russ Phillips NY Shop-Online 20 
8/18/2021 Sarah Chaffee WI 2021 World 20 
 
*Game not reported as perfect game previously 

NHPA 90% WT Game Awards 
2021 World Tournament 

 
 
Mens  Alan Francis OH 94.12% 
Mens  Alan Francis OH 95.45% 
Mens  Alan Francis OH 92.86% 
Mens  Alan Francis OH 92.50% 
Mens  Alan Francis OH 93.75% 
Mens  Dan Watson AL 90.00% 
Mens  Dan Watson AL 94.12% 
Mens  Dan Watson AL 90.63% 
Women  Shalee Cason FL 94.44% 
Women  Teresa Howe MA 91.30% 
Elders  Mike Massari AZ 91.18%  
Elders  *Zane Goggin GA 90.48% 
Cadet Boys *Hastiin Begaye CA 93.75% 
Junior Girls *Sarah Chaffee WI 92.86% 
 * First Time Recipients 

World Horseshoe 

Tournament 

Also  

Another Place for 

Food, Fun and 

Festivities 



 

 

Cadet Boys Champions 



 

 

Cadet Girls Champions 



 

 

Junior Boy’s Champions 



 

 

Junior Girl’s Champions 



 

 

Domination!!! This year was one of undefeated champions in all Cadet and Junior Championship Di-
visions. 
 
Eli Sullivan (VA) went 7-0 with a 69.05% ringer percentage which was 33% above the second place 
finisher. His high game came against Conner Kildahl, where he pitched 83.33%. No other game was 
below 57.69% for Eli. Preston Beusch (TX) had a strong game against Bentley Arbogast with 63.16%. 
 
Competing in the Cadet Boys Championship were: Eli Sullivan (VA 7-0 69.05%), Preston Beusch (TX 5
-2 36.31%), Adakai Begaye (CA 4-3 33.33%), Bentley Arbogast (KS 4-3 24.23%), Conner Kildahl (WI 4-
3 20.90%), Ethan Knighten (AL 2-5 27.01%), Lucas Rasmussen (MN 2-5 18.25%), Turner Luster (TX 0-
7 8.10%) 
 
Crystal Knighten (AL) finished 6-0 with 30% ringers, which was 25 % above the second place finisher. 
Crystal came into the tournament pitching 25.67%, but threw 4 of her 6 games above her incoming 
average. 
 
Competing in the Cadet Girls Championship were: Crystal Knighten (AL 6-0 30.00%, Za’kihay Arbo-
gast (KS 2-4 5.00%), Mackenzie Rasmussen (MN 1-5 3.33%) 
 
Derek Reynolds (AR) ended with a 7-0 record with 81.67% ringers, which was 22% above the second 
place finisher. His closest match came against Tyler Harris (AL) 40-26. Derek pitched a 90.38% and 
95.83% game against Brady Fox (MO) and Leon Wolken (MO), respectively. There were no other 
pitchers who pitched 90% games in this division. Hastiin Begaye (CA) actually had the second highest 
overall average, but was defeated by Leon Wolken with a 70.37% to Hastiin’s 66.67% that game. 
Hastiin pitched strong games against Caiden Hogue (OH) with 81.25% and Tyler Harris (AL) with 
83.33%. 
 
Competing in the Junior Boys Championship were: Derek Reynolds (AR 7-0 81.67%), Leon Wolken 
(MO 6-1 59.72%), Hastiin Begaye (CA 5-2 72.73%), Tyler Harris (AL 4-3 60.22%), Caiden Hogue (OH 3-
4 49.07%), Isaac Nelson Jr. (TX 2-5 55.74%), Brady Fox (MO 1-6 50.00%), Dillon Kyle (CA 0-7 31.68%) 
 
Kalie Trujillo (NM) won all 5 of her matches to finish 5-0 with a 52.72%, which was 12% above the 
second place finisher. Her strongest game came against Kayla Julander (UT) with a 68.18%, which 
was the only 60+% game pitched in the division. 
 
Competing in the Junior Girls Championship were: Kalie Trujillo (NM 5-0 52.72%), Sadie Wolken (MO 
4-1 40.27%), Lizy Jordan (CT 3-2 43.81%), Lillyan Kildahl (WI 2-3 32.06%), Ashlyn Luster (TX 1-4 
28.88%), Kayla Julander (UT 0-5 25.24%) 



 

 

Men’s Champions 



 

 

The men’s championship class continues to be dominated by Alan Francis, who completed his sweep 
of the men’s class bringing his total World Horseshoe Championships to 26. He dominated the class 
with an 85.01% pitched in the Championship class. Drew Becker, from Ontario Canada was in hot 
pursuit of him, but fell 41-17 in the final game of the Men’s Championship, providing Drew his first 
loss. Drew pitched well, with an 82.69% game, but Alan stepped up his game to pitch his highest 
game in the Championship...against Drew. Gary Bearpaw (OK) scored the most points in the Champi-
onship against Francis, losing 42-19. 
 
Drew did pitch the highest game of the Men’s Championship with 91.18% against Jimmy Campbell in 
his second game, but unfortunately couldn’t maintain that high percentage throughout the remain-
der of the tournament. 
 
Not far behind Francis and Becker was Matt Fuller (WA) and Gale Greene (VT), who both ended the 
tournament with an 11-4 record. Matt’s high game came against Channing Herrell with 86.67% and 
Gale Greene, who at 81 years old is the oldest pitcher still pitching at the regulation distance of 37 
feet. Greene’s high game came against Austin Bailey, where he pitched 37 ringers out of 46 shoes to 
end with 80.43% and a tournament average of 66.30%. Impressive for anyone, but particularly im-
pressive for someone who has pitched for 53 years. Matt finished with 72.28% for the tournament 
as well, putting him in 3rd place overall. 
 
Participating in the Championship class were: Alan Francis (OH 15-0 85.01%), Drew Becker (ON 14-1 
78.23%, Matt Fuller (WA 11-4 72.28%), Gale Greene (VT 11-4 66.30%) Dan Watson (AL 9-6 71.52%), 
Gary Bearpaw (OK 8-7 68.67%), Ben Webb (KY 8-7 67.25%), Cole Pearson (NE 8-7 61.83%), Jimmy 
Campbell (VA 7-8 59.00%), Austin Bailey (IL 6-9 67.83%), Michael Bowman (MO 6-9 60.17%), Jerry 
Dean (MD 4-11 62.00%), Randy Smith Jr. (CT 4-11 57.17%), Jeff Finke (TX 4-11 59.17%), Bobby Bartell 
(CA 3-12 57.50%), and Channing Herrell (MD 2-13 62.01%). 



 

 

Women’s Champions 



 

 

Women’s newcomer from the Junior Division was Sarah Chaffee, who averaged the highest ringer 
percentage than anyone competing in the World tournament in any division at 86.48%. Sarah 
missed a perfect game in her first match of the Championship class against Amy Francis (OH), pitch-
ing 29 ringers in 30 shoes for a 96.67%, winning that match 40-0. She ended with 3 games over 90% 
pitching 92.68% against Shalee Cason (FL) and 93.90% vs. Marlene Ray (TN). Overall, she finished 
with a 15-0 record, giving her the Women’s Championship in her first year competing in the Wom-
en’s Division. Penny Steinke (WI) pitched 80.30% for a 42-30 finish against Chaffee, and Maxine 
Griffith pitched an 80.23 game for a 40-28 finish...with those two competitors providing the closest 
games for Sarah in the Championship class this year. Sarah averaged the highest of any competitors 
in the preliminary round with 85.33% and 4-90+% games missing 100% twice by one ringer, but lost 
to Theresa Howe (MA—who captured first in the prelims), and to Shalee Cason (FL) and tied Maxine 
Griffith (TN). Theresa Howe captured first place in the preliminary round leading up to the Champi-
onship class. 
 
Maxine Griffith (TN) finished 2nd with a 12-3 record and a 78.73% ringer percentage with a high 
game against her sister Marlene Ray (TN) of 89.77%. 
 
Pitching 90% games in the Women’s Championship was another newcomer to the Women’s Divi-
sion, Skyla Rioux (CT) who pitched a 92.86% game against Shalee Cason and Theresa Howe (MA) 
with a 92.31% game vs Kelly Glidewell. 
 
Pitching in the Championship class were: Sarah Chafee (WI 15-0 86.48%), Maxine Griffith (TN 12-3 
78.73%) Sylvianne Moisan (PQ 11-4 78.04%), Doris Hieden (TX 10-5 77.76%), Skyla Rioux (CT 10-5 
76.75%), Penny Steinke (WI 10-5 74.89%), Theresa Howe (MA 9-6 73.04%), Shalee Cason (FL 8-7 
75.73%), Aleena Lepak (WI 8-7 69.55%), Lyne Pineault (PQ 7-8 65.93%), Marlene Ray (TN 6-9 
74.31%), Amy Francis (OH 5-10 70.39%), April Campbell (VA 3-12 65.32%), Karen Graham (NY 3-12 
64.01%), Pam Meyer (MO 2-13 66.12%), Kelly Glidewell (VA 1-14 61.51%) 



 

 

Senior Men’s Champions 



 

 

Winning the Sr. Men’s Championship this year was Rick Howe (MA) with a 10-1 record pitching 
72.76%. Rick pitched his last three games of the Championship with 83.33% over Brian Simmons 
(VT), 80.00% over Walter Ray Williams Jr. (FL), and 82.35% over Jacob Fimbres (AZ) to provide a 
strong finish and keep him in first place by one game over James Dunlap (MI) and Raymond Bedard 
(MA), who both finished at 9-2. Those three games were the only games above 80% pitched in the 
Sr. Men’s Championship this year. Rick had fished third in the preliminary round to Walter Ray Wil-
liams Jr. (FL), but was able to win the Championship behind great pitching. 
 
With the second highest average in the Championship round, Walter Ray Williams Jr. (FL) couldn’t 
quite match his 71.67% preliminary ringer percentage and lost to David Mallory (OK), James Dunlap 
(MI), and Rick Howe (MA) for his 3 losses in the Championship. 
 
Other strong performances in the Sr. Men’s Championship came from Rick Howe (MA 8 games 70%
+), James Dunlap (MI 3 games 70%+), Raymond Bedard (MA 1 game 70%+), Walter Ray Williams Jr. 
(FL 5 games 70%+), Brian Simmons (VT 1 game 70%+), Gary Roberts (OH 1 game 70%+) 
 
Participating in the Sr. Men’s Championship Class were: Rick Howe (MA 10-1 72.76%), James Dunlap 
(MI 9-2 65.31%), Raymond Bedard (MA 9-2 59.80%), Walter Ray Williams Jr. (FL 8-3 68.20%), Brian 
Simmons (VT 6-5 61.21%), Gary Roberts (OH 6-5 59.63%), Jacob Fimbres (AZ 5-6 57.17%), Ken Jones 
(NM 4-7 53.23%), David Mallory (OK 4-7 51.16%), Bob Cadwallader (AR 2-9 47.88%), Dennis Wilson 
(PA 2-9 44.24%), Dan Molineaux (RI 1-10 41.00%) 
 
 



 

 

Senior Women’s Champions 



 

 

Capturing her 9th World Championship title, Sheila Shepard (CO) swept the Sr. Women’s Champion-
ship class with a 7-0 record pitching 64.29% for the tournament. Her high game came against Diane 
Luiz (CA) with an 80% game, the only 80+% game pitched in the Sr. Women’s Championship this 
year. There were, in fact an additional 4-70+% games pitched as well with 3 of them coming from 
Sheila Shepard against Jan Knaub (CO), Linda Aurell (CT), and Denise Haye (MO) and the other one 
coming from San Juanita Murray against Diane Luiz. Sheila’s last game of the tournament was a key 
win for her against Linda Roach with a narrow 40-39 win and Sheila pitching only 41.07%. 
 
San Juanita Murray finished close behind with a 6-1 record, with her only loss to Sheila Shepard (CO) 
28-40. She finished close behind Sheila with 60.06% for the tournament. 
 
Competing in the Senior Women’s Championship were: Sheila Shepard (CO 7-0 64.29%), San Juanita 
Murray (TX 6-1 60.06%), Linda Aurell (CT 4-3 50.32%), Denise Haye (MO 4-3 45.07%), Diane Luiz (CA 
4-3 43.92%), Linda Roach (FL 2-5 43.18%), Cindy Castellano (WI 1-6 34.71%), Jan Knaub (CO 0-7 
35.67%) 



 

 

Elder’s Champions 



 

 

Edging out his competition with a very strong finish, Bob Gray defeated David Holmes in a playoff, 
which was one of his 6-80+% games in a row. He pitched 86% against Ronald LeGrand (MO), 80.56% 
against Tom Routh (TX), 84.62% vs Zane Goggin (GA), 82.69% vs Bert Logsdon (IA), 80.77% against 
David Holmes (WV) the first time and 80.88% in the playoff. It was his 6 80+% games of the tourna-
ment. David didn’t pitch a bad tournament for sure...he had 9 80+% games himself and finished 
overall with a higher ringer percentage than Bob 77.74% vs 76.41%, but it all evened itself out in the 
competition and the playoff.  Ron LeGrand (MO) and Bert Logsdon (IA) had the only other 80% 
games. Rounding out the top 3, was Roger Vogel (KS) with a 10-5 record and 62.00% ringer percent-
age. 
 
Competing in the Elders Championship were: Bob Gray (FL 15-1 76.41%), David Holmes (WV 14-2 
77.74%, Roger Vogel (KS 10-5 62.00%), Zane Goggin (GA 9-6 71.38%), Ronald LeGrand (MO 9-6 
68.22%), Russ Phillips (WA 9-6 65.38%), Bert Logsdon (IA 8-7 66.87%), Danny Patterson (TX 8-7 
64.46%, Marcus Rice (WV 7-8 63.83%), Roy Dugger (OH, 6-9 61.95%), Don Gillette (MO 6-9 58.18%), 
Jim Ellison (AL 6-9 56.87%), Bob McCauley (BC 6-9 56.85%), Jerry Wingfield (GA 4-11 60.58%), Tom 
Routh (TX 3-12 55.57%), Delbert Fourman (OH 1-14 52.78%). 
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Monroe Civic 

Center...Home 

for Horseshoe 

Pitchers for a 

few days 
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NHPA World Tournament… 

A Place for Families and Friends 


