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PITCHING HORSESHOES

Both backyard pitchers and pros catch and hold the stake
better with DIAMOND's new advanced design ‘“‘“Tournament’’
Shoe. It features a grip positioner, hardened tips, an increased
radius, a dead soft center, and a wider, deeper calk. Same drop-
forged solid steel construction as DIAMOND'’s popular Double
Ringer and Super Ringer Regulation Shoes. All American made.

Contact your nearest NHPA club or sporting goods store for
DIAMOND pitching horseshoes.

For the latest pitching horseshoe catalog write:

=\ DIAMOND PITCHING SHOES

UL T 494 The Triangle Tool Group, Inc.

W\ /’/ Subsidiary of The Triangle Corporation
e w/ ® Cameron Road, Orangeburg, SC 29115
DISTRIBUTOR ORDER PLACEMENT
Call toll-free: BO0-346-0740 B
For all inquiries call; 803-534-7010
“DIAMOND Pitching Horseshoes are Recognized as Official in Tournaments

Sanctioned by the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association™
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President’s Message

O one of the most important decisions made by the
delegates at the 1990 W.T. Convention has seem-
ingly gone unnoticed by much of the membership.
With very little voiced opposition, and a vote of 210-108,
the delegates approved a uniform method to standardize
how pitching averages for all NHPA members are established
across the country. It is, “all NHPA members’ averages will
be based on his/her three highest NHPA sanctioned tour-
naments pitched during the 12 months preceding the
tournament date.”’

Since returning home, some members have said, “oh, 1
thought that was meant for World Tournament play only.”
Well, that's not the case and it was quite clear if one read
the reason the proposal was submitted. “To standardize
averages.” The 3 highest tournament average was already
being used for W.T. entry and there was no need for a con-
stitution proposal for just that specific event.

Like many other proposals, this one was not supported
by everyone. But like all the others that were approved, this
one goes into the 1991 NHPA Constitution & By-Laws. It
becomes one of the written laws which our association and
all charters are expected to uphold. The NHPA Executive
Council has a responsibility to carry out and uphold, to
the best of its ability, the laws and rules of play prescribed
by the members. This obligation is also incumbent upon

every NHPA Charter, its officers and state membership.
Remember, while charters can be governed by the provi-
sions of their own state constitution, such provisions can-
not be contrary to any of those that are part of the NHPA
Constitution, By-Laws, Rules or Regulations.

Some charters are already using a computerized form of
maintaining averages based on the three or four highest
in the last 12 months. For them, change and compliance
will not be a problem. For those Charters who maintain
pitching averages by some other method, change will not
be as easy. Some will balk at this change and come up with
all sorts of excuses why it won't work or why they don't
want to change. But that is all they will be, “excuses” to
delay or prevent compliance with an NHPA law they don't
personally like. There is little question that change is
sometimes difficult. But, the effort to make and accept
change often brings improvement and enhances the ability
to adapt and grow, as a person and an organization.

I urge all NHPA Charters, officers and fellow pitchers to
give this new requirement a chance. It will greatly reduce the
“sandbaggers” ploy of getting into a lower class and better
define a pitchers’ potential. By working together to standar-
dize averages, all NHPA members will be able to enter any
sanctioned tournament, anywhere, and know that everyone's
placement is determined by the same standard.

Dave's Court Report . omime

M Bob Dunn, of Minnesota, has been appointed NHPA
Junior Promotion Director. This is a new position
established to recruit youth and promote both the sport
and our junior pitchers. It is an area needing a lot of work
and cooperation by NHPA members. Bob will be contact-
ing every NHPA charter with ideas and a program to
increase junior awareness and recognition. I ask for the
cooperation and involvement of all charters in this worth-
while program. Newsline will do its best to carry the word
through a new column, “The Junior Window” which
premieres in this issue.

B This and the December issue of Newsline will carry the
results of only State Championships Singles. It has
become our policy to devote the last two yearly issues to
these specific results. As of October 10th, only 28 State
Championships had been reported to Newsline even
though near 45 had been completed by Labor Day
weekend. Results are supposed to be sent within 30 days
of play. All those received by October 31st and not inclu-
ded in this publication will be in the December issue.

B 1991 marks a change for Newsline. We will be printing
six regular issues on a bimonthly schedule. There will be
some tournament results to fill space but most results will
be included only in the one or two special “Results Only”
issues that will be printed as needed. We hope to carry
more articles and feature stories in regular Newsline issues.
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You can help by submitting newsworthy and interesting
contributions.

M Look for some changes in class play to be introduced
at the 1991 WT. Despite some thinking to the contrary,
the NHPA Executive Council does listen and consider
ideas and comments from players and player reps. We do
make changes where we feel improvement to the overall
benefit of the majority can be made. However, we are not
obliged to meet every request and tend to deny those
where we feel a minority gain will be made at the expense
of the majority.

B The NHPA is investigating costs and the feasibility of
having NHPA owned portable courts and scoring
machines for use at all World Tournaments and special
events that might not have in ground courts. A rental fee
would be imposed but it would probably offer a signifi-
cant cost and labor reduction to the host, plus bring court
standardization into play.

B On October 6-7 Walter Ray Williams Jr. represented the
NHPA at the formal opening ceremonies of horseshoe
courts at the Shouwa Memorial Park in Tachikawa City,
Japan. Walter, who had a planned arrival of October 8 for
the “Japan Cup” Bowling Tournament in Tokyo, worked
with me and the PBA to adjust plans for an earlier arrival
so a horseshoe pitching clinic and demonstrations could
be made part of the Shouwa Park program.




Dear Dave,

CONTROVERSY — 30 FT. / 40 FT.

WHY is this such a big controversy??

Isitreally a30/40 foot controversy or
isitthe old “Men vs. Women” contro-
versy? Most all 40 foot pitchers are men
and the majority of 30 foot pitchers are
women. Is this the real problem?

WhenIjoined the NHPA and North-
ern California Association 3 years ago,
the spread in the women’s group was
solarge [ knew, starting at 13% I would
never winagame. Sure [ could go pitch
but I was not much competition. Peo-
ple were saying “we need more
women to make the group equitable.”
How did we intend to recruit more
women? We sure could not do it by
asking them to pitch in this group, it
would only discourage them. This
year No. Calif. is playing most of the
tournaments in the mixed group for-
mat and except for a few unhappy
people at the beginning of the year
[ believe it has been for the best.

Doesn’t it make sense to mix the
players by percentage regardless of
pitching distance or sex? We all have
a percentage established at the
distance we pitch from, so why does
this have to be a problem? [ have read
all of the articles that tell me because
I pitch from 30 feet I have a better
chance to pitch way above my aver-
age. | have tried to believe that, but
the best I've done is 20% over — in
the same tournament [ have pitched
15% below my average, and amazing
as it seems, when [ pitch 20% over
the 40 foot pitcher does too!

We all want good things for our
sport, especially growth and recogni-
tion. This will NOT happen with
remarks as were printed in the July/
August Newsline: “Many 40 foot pitch-
ers don't like mixing and won't do it,”
“some have even dropped the game
because of it,” “five years ago we had
very little mixed pitching and five
vears ago we had no loud controver-
sy These remarks will not encourage
people to remain in or join oursport.

Let's get back to playing the game of
horseshoes. By concentrating on im-
proving your own percentage instead
of am! pitching againsta woman, you
will not only make your game more
enjoyable but will help to improve and

promote the sport. Remember, not
only are more people out there watch-
ing us, they are also listening,.

Gail Sluys
NCHPA Secretary/Treasurer
Santa Rosa, CA

Dear Dave,

I keep reading the controversy about
the 30-40 foot pitchers. It's really too
bad seeing as the biggest percentage
of 30 footers IS WOMAN. That seems
to be where the biggest problem lies!!!
I'may seem dumb here, but it seems
to me that a 30 foot 45% pitcher and
a 40 foot 45% pitcher are equal
regardless of distance.. We are pitch-
ing percentages here RIGHT?7??

I have pitched against 40-42
percenters, their being 40 footers, and
lost cuz they pitched over their enter-
ing percent like 50%, and I pitched
my 45%. So it seems they are better
than the stats show or were just hav-
ing a good day.,

I have heard men comment that
they would quit rather than move up.
If for health reasons, or just the plain
old fact they can’t do it from 40 feet
anymore, why not move up to where
it is comfortable for them??? We need
more pitchers, not less. If we have
people quit — then what happens to
our sport?

I would like you guys to know I
tried pitching from the 40 foot pad,
now I consider myself a fairly strong
person, but all I could manage was
a bit over the foul line. Now that is
depression material, especially as 1
really enjoy the sport of horseshoes.
Now if I may, my opinion on a cou-
ple of comments made in some of the
back issues:

First, the comment about us women
being able to throw a 14-16 1b. bowl-
ing ball. There is a lot of difference
in putting a little lift on a ball, than
throwing a horseshoe 30-40 feet. I
personally roll my ball, rather than
throw or pitch it.

Second, the comment Bob West
made about the 70 yeas old woman
stating that she could no longer pitch
from 30 feet, and would need to
move up. | believe that we women
would admit it is time to hang up our
shoes at this time and move on to

something just a little easier for us,
the weaker sex. Like racquetball, ten-
nis, softball. We may not be fast or
good, but never say DIE.

So Guys and Gals, let's get on with
just enjoying our sport of horseshoes.
Let's promote our sport of horseshoes
rather than cause hard feelings. We
gals want nothing more than to enjoy
the sport along with you guys. So
let’s get on with it...PITCH LOTZA
RINGERS!!!

Last, but not least, ““It's really a rush
to beat you guys.”” From any distance
in any sport — cuz YOU GUYS are
GOOD!!

Phyllis Morten, Corona, CA

Dear Dave,

Inthe past two years, if I've read one
article I've read fifty about 30 ft. pitch-
ers versus 40 ft. pitchers. The big issue
seems to be, is it fair for a40 ft. pitcher
to compete againsta 30 ft. pitcher. I'm
sure we could all throw more ringers
at 30 ft. versus 40 ft. Maybe the fair
thing to do would be to move juniors,
seniors and women to 35 ft.

The point that I would like to make
is that five years ago in Oklahoma, we
had approximately 11 women pitchers
and 90 men pitchers. We recognized
that we did not have a good balance of
women versus men, and the reason
for that was we weren't giving the 11
women pitchers a place to pitch. By
giving the women an opportunity to
pitch competitively with the men, we
now have 45 women out of a total of
146 members. The ratio is still not
quite like we want, but I believe we
are getting there. [ know that if you
don't make a place for women to
pitch, you will not have an increase
of women pitchers.

This question is for the men. Let’s
say that the ratio was just the oppo-
site, more women than men pitchers.
How many of us would spend hours
on top of hours practicing in the back
yard, when the only tournaments we
could pitch in would be the state and
world tournaments. That sure doesn't
sound too appealing to your
membership ratio for the last five
years.

Chuck Arnold
Oklahoma City, OK
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Letters to the_Edit_or

Dear Editor,

I started taking 16 mm movies of
horseshoe pitching in 1948 at the First
Rosselet Memorial Tournament. “Pop”
Woodfield, NHPA Pres. attended.John
Rosselet was an NHPA Vice Pres. prior
to the War. He lost his life in World
War II while still in his early 20's.

In 1950 I took movies of the World
Championship. Over the years |
accumulated several thousand feet of
film. The film was edited in 1978, a
soundtrack was added. A20 min. film
became available (at an expense of
about $4,000). The film was turned
over to a film presentation firm for
rental. By 1979 there was along waiting
list for rentals of the two copies.

Ed McFarland of Texas then wrote
to me and said he thought the film
was a very important contribution to
the NHPA. He suggested that I pro-
duce a film called, “Legends of
Horseshoes!” | sent a copy of his let-
ter to the NHPA thinking they could
produce it. The Council voted it
down, stating that the NHPA could
not afford the cost of producing it.
(Estimated $3,000.)

By the early 1980s, videotapes and
cameras were available. Glen Portt,
Pres. of the NHPA at the time, recog-
nized the importance of having the
pitching and voices of our legends
and arranged with the Huntsville,
Alabama people to have a court set
aside at the 1984 World Tournament.

OFFICIAL
BRACKET BOOK

Of Elimination Schedules

Contains Winner-Loser Brackets
From 3-64 Teams Or Individuals.

Perfect For Singles Or Doubles

ldeal For Tournament Directors

ONLY ... $9.99 — Postage Paid

HORSESHOE PRO SHOP

2275 Winter Parkway ==
Suite 189 S—
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221 Iw
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We videotaped Elmer Hohl, Carl
Steinfeldt, Paul Focht, Frank Stinson,
Dale Lipovsky; also Ruth Hangen,
Vickie Winston, Lorraine Thomas,
Phyllis Negaard and Debbie Michaud.

Footage of other legends was added
to the original coverage, including
Danny Kuchcinski and Sue Gillespie
in “You Asked For It” with Rich Lit-
tle, W.R. Williams, Jr., CBS Week-end
News (bowling and pitching) and
Carolyn Schultz Decker (1930-1931
World Champion).

Over 100 copies have been sold to
people in over 30 states, including
Alaska and Hawaii, plus 5. Africa,
Canada, Israel and Australia.

Glen Portt arranged with the
Georgia people to set aside a court at
this year’s World Championship Tour-
nament to video “Legends 1I". With
Ottie Reno and Debbie Michaud nar-
rating, we taped the following: Walter
Ray Williams, Jr., Jim Knisley, Mark
Seibold, Al Zadroga, Ralph Maddox,
Merlin Potts, Tari Powell, Opal Reno,
Debbie Michaud, Alan Francis,
Sandy McLachlin, Diane Cantin, Sue
Snyder, Lois Webster and Art Tyson.

We have been trying since 1984 to get
NHPA members to cooperate. We have
asked them to videotape interviews
with legends who no longer attend the
World Championships. Bob Cham-
pion tried for several years to inter-
view Ted Allen on videotape without
success. Mr. Thor Jensen of Hayward,
California did send me a videotape of
Don Titcomb. W.R. Williams inter-
viewed Fernando Isaias but the
background noise ruined the tape.

Many movie shorts were made over
the years of Ted Allen, Guy Zimmer-
man, Fernando lIsaias, Jimmy Risk,
Putt Mossman, etc. Copies of these
would make a great addition to our
library as would a copy of the King
of the Hill TV. series out of Chicago
in the 1960s.

We would appreciate any help we
can get from the membership in track-
ing down orlocating movie film of our
legends. Preserving the past will help
insure the future!

LegendsIlis now available at $30.00,
postage included. Profits from sale of
tapes goes to the NHPA. Please send
checks or money orders to:

Sol Berman, MD: 1 Wycliff Rd.
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418.

Dear Mr. Loucks,

In recent issues of Newsline you
have pictured the men’s and women's
champion pitchers for 1989 on the
front cover. We would very much like
to see the Jr. boy and girl World
Champions featured on the front cover
of the Newslinein the near future. They
deserve the recognition also.

We feel they will be the pitchers of
tomorrow. Thank you,

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Walters, Troy, Ohio

Editor’s comment: This issue marks
the introduction of a new column in
Newsline, “The Junior Window.” This
section will be devoted entirely to arti-
cles on our junior pitchers and NHPA
promotion activities in their behalf. We
have pictured the top three boy and girl
finishers of the 1990 W.T. on the front
coverof thisissue, Articles on some of
them will be forthcoming but we need
the help of members who will research
and write interesting stories on our up
and coming junior pitchers. Both
adults and juniors are encouraged to
submit articles for this new column.

Dear Dave,

John Markham of Hersman, West-
ern Australia, while touring Califor-
nia in the summer of 1989, had the
good fortune to stop for lunch at
Cloverdale, California’s Recreation
Park — better luck yet, his family pic-
nic table was located right beside the
horseshoe courts used by pitchers in
the July/August 1989 Newsline story
“Nine Old Men Toss Iron by the Ton.”

John became so interested in our
horseshoe sport that he forthwith
subscribed to Newsline, and to further
his knowledge, 1 sent him rules and
regulations to cover court design and
functions of the game.

A letter from John states, “You can
tell Dave, Newsline arrives in good
order.”” Additional information is, “‘I
haven't started my horseshoe pitching
club in western Australin as yet, and will
wait until I retire.”’

Incidentally, for his trip home to
Australia, John purchased a twin
engine Piper Chiefton in Kansas and
flew by way of Iceland, Saudi Arabia
& India over which he lost an engine,
but ultimately reached Perth safely.

Stewart Snyder, Cloverdale, CA



Letters tb tie Editor

To the Editor,

Some of the horseshoe pitchers
that have been around my horseshoe
pitching for very long know that 1
have had a terrible TIMING problem.
[ always want to step out before my
forward arm swing, which causes me
quite often to be pulling back when 1
release the shoe. Another BAD habit
I have is to bend my elbow and
actually wind up behind my back on
the backswing and end up throwing
the shoe instead of swinging it out.

2or3weeksagoitfinally dawnedon
me that I was doing exactly what I had
spent 25 years training myself to do —
move the foot into position before
committing any body action; and try-
ing to “deliver” the shoe from the waist
like 95% of the hand techniques come
from. I'm talking of my 25 yearsinthe
Martial Arts(Karate, etc.), where I was
a real “stickler” on basic techniques
when teaching others.

Now I know the reasons — [ just
have to find the time to practice try-
ing to undo what I worked so hard
to accomplish.

Why this story? Because maybe
some of you have a similar problem
with something that seems to be so
simple but you just can't figure out
a solution.

Tom Smock
Dunkerton, Iowa

Dear Dave,

Asamember of the NHPA I pitched
in the W.T. at Atlanta this year and
had a real good time. The camping
was great and also everything about
the park. The courts at the arena, to
me, were very good. The only thing
that was bad and left a foul memory,
not only to me, but most of the peo-
ple I talked with, was the rule we
found out about after the games.

They went by % on the last pitcher
to go into the championship games,
regardless of how many games were
won or lost. I've always been a com-
petitor and try to win more than the
next guy. To win is why we compete
and play the game, not percentage.
We all paid good money to pitch in
the WT. and all trying to get in the
championship, but some are denied
the right by some silly rule that some
committee made up. All places from

the top to bottom should be on won
and lost records and then only in
case of a tie should the ringer percen-
tage come in effect.

They made points for close shoes.
That's how a lot of games are won,
not just percentage.

I myself would not have gotten in
the championship game, although |
had a respectable 8-3 record. There
were others who had the same
record, only better percentages and
that’s where the percentage should
come in. Also, a member tied for first
in his section and then had a play off
(lost) and was completely out of
everything. He had an 8-3 record. To
top it all off they selected a pitcher
with a 5-6 record for the champion-
ship game. Fair?

I'm hoping this letter will be
published in the Newsline as to get
more input from the readers to
change this obnoxious rule.
Sincerely,

Clayton Bushman
Fayetteville, Ohio

Editor’s Reply: You don't say whether
this is your first World Tournament
but yourcomments lead me to believe
it may have been. It was unfortunate
that the method of selecting the final
10 pitchers for the men's classes was
not posted until the third day. The
statementin the pitching program was
wrongand we overlooked posting the
correct procedure fora few days. Many
methods of selecting the class finalists
have been tried over the years. None
has met with the approval of all and
nothing will ever reach that point. We
have tried all wins-losses, all percen-
tage, play ties, don't play ties and
combinations thereof. Every year
some pitchers complain. I guess
that’s human nature.

The silly rule you don't like, made
up by some committee you don't
know, was the decision of the NHPA
Executive Council who has years of
experience behind them trying to
please the wishes of the biggest ma-
jority. It was bad that we posted it late
but in my 6 years on the committee,
this year’s rule was the fairest and
brought the fewest complaints I can
remember. The winner of each sec-
tion plus the next 4 best W-L records

and then the 3 best percentages re-
maining. This method gives pitchers
two chances to make the finals.

You say winning is foremost to you
and that is why you complete. I com-
plete against myself for the best
percentage I can pitch. Winning is
secondary for if I don't pitch my best,
I don't deserve to win. Each of our
opinions are shared by others. How
would you feel if the fellow who beat
you out on W-L had 2 automatic
wins because of pacers in his group?
When you have 2 or more sections
competing for the finals, it is only
fair to go on W-L when all play the
same competitors the same # of
games. | don't believe the rule was
“obnoxious” but I thank you for your
comments and this opportunity to
respond. The committee always
looks for ways to improve. How-
ever, we will continue to make move-
up rules based on what we feel is the
fairest for the majority.

Wirite for details
on the

" Gordon Challenge

To purchase shoes,
contact the NHPA Game
Related Sales .

Gordon Horseshoes
c/o Queen City Forging
233 Tennyson St.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45226

_———_—————ne.—— |
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LAS VEGAS

HACIENDA ..

RESORT HOTEL & CASINO

—__Ho hSESHﬁES_

9TH ANNUAL FUNFEST and TOURNAMENT ot
DECEMBER 9-14, 1990

ALL CLASSES: Mixed Handicap — No Juniors — All Entrants Play at least 11 Games — 2 DAYS

BANQUET PACKAGE: $25.00 PER PERSON INCLUDES:
Sunday 7:00 p.m. — 1 Hour Complimentary Cocktail Party with Hot and Cold Hors D'oeuvres
Friday 7:00 p.m. — 1 Hour Complimentary Cocktails prior to Awards Banquet
Sit Down Banquet - Full Course (Your choice Roast Strip Sirloin of Beef or Chicken Kiev

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
DONNIE ROBERTS: CO-DIRECTOR — 2275 Winter Pkwy, Suite 189, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 (216) 928-8560
DON L. WEAVER: CO-DIRECTOR — Director, Special Events, Hacienda Hotel
P.O. Box 98506, Las Vegas NV 89193 (702) 739-8911 ¢ 1 (800) 634-6655
DO NOT SEND ENTRIES TO THE HACIENDA
Make check or money order (no credit cards) payable and mail to:
Las Vegas Open Horseshoe Tournament - 5025 S. Easiern, No. 16, Box 250, Las Vegas, NV 89119
e TOURNAMENT ENTRY: $60.00 CLOSES 5 P.M. DEC. 9, 1990 $75.00 AFTER NOV. 30, 1990

We need your name, address, phone, 1990 NHPA card no. and 3 highest 1990 tournament averages verified in writing by
State, Club or National Officer. No exceptions.

NO SHOES WILL BE SENT ON CONSIGNMENT
D E ADEY E Missouri residents add 5.725% sales tax.
HORSESH o Es All “DEADEYES” are now available in
medium hard & dead soft (curved part only)

All “DEADEYES” are guaranteed

Price Per Price Per against breakage for 2 years
Pr-up to Pr-12 prs. from date of Original Purchase
12 Pairs & Over (NOT REPLACEMENT DATE)
Contact Bill Courtwright (ONLY) for special prices on
CLYDESDALES $35.00 $28.00 rejects and returned shoes (NO GUARANTEE)
N.T. $35.00 $28.00
REGULAR $35.00 $28.00 DEADEYE Caps Available — $5.00 postpaid
E-Z GRIP $40.00 $33.00 W. Courtiright
NEW" CLYDESDALE DF  $40.00 $33.00 2250 North Lark Dr., Fenton, MO 63026

Ph: (314) 376-5222 or (314) 677-2200 (8-5)

ALL “DEADEYES”’

IN VARIOUS WEIGHTS OF Wiy g
cfo Esther Williams
LIGHT - MEDIUM - HEAVY 4300 N. Lason Lane, Tucson, AZ 85749
(Each pair matched to equal weight) Ph: (602) 749-8965 or (602) 749-8931
UPS shipping included in new prices— For nearest local NHPA sales outlet, contact:
Continental U.S. ONLY NHPA NATIONAL BUYER
C.0.D.s add $3.30 Edward A. Domey
ORDER DIRECT OR FROM AUTHORIZED PO. Box 298, Sutton, MA 01590
NHPA DISTRIBUTOR (508B) 865-9477
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Regional Director’s Report

Norman Rousey, Regional Director
from Alaska reports that horseshoes
are really taking hold there. Anchor-
age has 10 pits at Jade Park, 10 pits
at the Mountain View Lions Park, 4
at Delaney Park and 12 at the Eagle
River Lions Park. There are also 12 at
the State Fairgrounds. But these
horseshoe fans don't wait for Sum-
mer to enjoy the game. Each Winter,
the Mat Shuus Horseshoe Club in
Palmer stages an annual “Ice Classic”
on a lake behind the Silver Fox Inn
in Wasilla, setting of the courts with
bales of hay, which doesn’t keep the
shoes from skidding off the ice. I'd
like to see some of the NHPA better pitch-
ers compete in that.

Art Felgenhauer, Regional Director
from Illinois wrote that in 1989 he
sanctioned 30 tournaments. In 1990,
only up until August, he has already
sanctioned 46 and expects more.
There is a very nice writeup about
Art in the Suburban Life Newspaper
on August 11, 1990. Nice going Art.

John Decker, Regional Director
from Michigan writes that on May 26
and 27, 1990, there was a sanctioned
Wolverine Tournament held at the
Lincoln Park Community Center to
raise money for the Wayne County
Easter Seals Society. $5,347.85 was
raised. Harold Persinger raised the
most pledge money and was the reci-
pient of a large TV and VCR. Many
other prizes were given away in raf-
fle form. These prizes included a
dinner party with Sparky Anderson
valued at $150.00 Several other din-
ner certificates were given away from
other fine restaurants in the area.
Numerous pairs of horseshoes, wind-
breaker jackets and sweatshirts were
also given away. In attendance for an
autograph signing appearance, was
Tiger baseball pitching great, Denny
McClain. Denny also challenged
Margo Kohn to a game of horseshoes.
According to a conversation with
Denny, she nipped him right at the
end. Final score 21-6. Margo also
finished 2nd in the tournament. Her
prize for this was free use of a car
cellular telephone for 1 year. The big
prize winner for the tournament was
Dick Pelton. He won a trip for two to
the Bahamas.

Dexter Stallings, Regional Director
from Tennessee writes that Lofollote
has 12 new horseshoe courts com-
plete and ready to play on. Newport
is in the process of building 12 also.
Norwood has 12 covered courts with
good clay and lighting. Cleveland has
built a new facility with bath and
kitchen facilities, with a wing on each
side for viewing tournaments. They
also have a place for storing Hall of
Fame, etc.

Clint Bryson, Regional Director for
North and South Dakota reports that
Dickinson, ND had their first ever
sanctioned tournament. Phillip, SD
has a new club. Also Clint and his
wife were recipients of the South
Dakota Hall of Fame for 1989.
Congratulations.

Bud Schardine, Regional Director
from Utah reports that their going to
hold the State and Utah Summer
Games in Cedar City. They will also
hold the World Senior Games in St.

by Gary K. Minnick

George, UT. He says a “Hot News’
will be announced shortly. We will be
patiently waiting.

I want all the Regional Directors
with questions about our insurance
to sit down and write the specific
details to me. I'll get the answers.

Also, any Regional Directors with
no telephone numbers on their
Assistant, please send them to me.
For AZ, I need it on Gary Chalberg,
MN, I need it on Glen Sandquist, II,
I need it on Dale Ferguson and Dave
and Paulette Shreve, WV, I need it on
Alex Jenkins. Please send these to me
at once. Thanks.

We still have quite a few Regional
Directors not sending in their reports
quarterly. If this persists, I'll write to
the Charters Officers of each state
concerned and ask about activities
and assessments on the Regional
Director for their areas. Let's start
communicating and get the NHPA
activities in your areas on track.

Clyde Martz
(412) 733-2031

FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE THE VERY BEST

IMPERIAL

Record Breaking Performance
Hardened Hooks & Points
Maximum Ringer Stability
One Year Guarantee

USA PRICE LIST / PAIR.
POSTPAID

1 Pair -
2-5 Pair -----

FREIGHT COLLECT
6 Pair & over

5056 Northlawn Drive
Murrysville, PA 15668
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To Ride the River With ......

he Monongahela River, affec-
tionately known as the ‘Mon,
is formed by the union of the
West Fork and Tygart Rivers in West
Virginia, runs north into Pennsyl-
vania and unites with the Allegeny
at Pittsburg. It is only 150 miles long
yet this river played an important
part in the life of one of our ‘legends’
of horseshoes..Al Zadroga.

Although Al was not a Tom Sawyer
or Huckleberry Finn rolled into one,
he probably came close. He loved the
area. He grew up there...the river
was his home...and he'll never leave
it. He'’s been there for 75 years.

Born near Elizabeth, PA, Al started
pitching when he was about 13, dur-
ing the depression years, when a cup
of coffee was a nickel and a re-fill cost
you nothing. There was little work to
be had. If there was, the standard rate
was a dollar a day, and men were
glad to get it. Hundreds were out of
work with little to do. A neighborhood
gas station owner built two claybox
horseshoe courts with lights and it
was there the men gathered. Anopen
shoe was practically unheard of,
although rumors about it were going
around. Young Al experimented and
found by holding the shoe on the
side he could get it to land open.
Ringers seemed to come naturally
and it was not long before other
pitchers abandoned wrapping their
forefinger around the heel caulk, a
practice common in those days.

Al entered his first tournament at
age 15. Smartly dressed in whites,
wearing a striped red tie and a
‘beanie’ made from an old felt hat, he
was the epitome of the teenage rage
at that time. (The ‘beanie’ is just a lit-
tle bit of nostalgia for you old folks.
Do you remember?) In September
'31, the Pittsburgh Press described his
horseshoe pitching as sensational,
butalso in Sept. ‘31, he entered high
school as a freshman and his bud-
ding horseshoe career came to an
abrupt halt. There was just no time.

Through high school, business col-
lege, and for years afterward, Al
played in almost every sport known,
and excelled in all of them. His first
job was with Hillsman Transporta-
tion Company. A job that lasted 50
years. He started at the bottom and
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Al Zadroga

worked his way to Vice-President. In
1978 when Hillsman was acquired by
Mon River Towing, Al went along as
VP in charge of the six million tons
per year of coal traffic.

Because of his interest in sports and
his business career, he pitched no shoes
fora 22 year period. In 1953 he decided
to again take up the sport. He entered
the Eastern National for his first tour-
nament. His return was not what one
would call spectacular. He ran into
pitchers with names like Carl
Steinfeldt, Harold Reno, Elmer Hohl,
and Paul Focht. Al says, “I won one
game. That should been enough for
me to quit horseshoes for good but
I didn’t” (Records show he won the
Eastern in ‘67 and again in ‘76, this
time with an 84.4%, defeating 6 time
World defending champion Elmer
Hohl along the way.)

In a 22 year period from 1962 thru
1983, Al pitched in 17 W.T.s averag-
ing 774%, winning 374, losing 168 yel
he never won a World Tournament! He
came close. The one tournament he
could have won but didn't? Here is
how he told it to me...

“I've pitched against the greatest in
my time and managed to come outon
top atleast once with mostof them. But
the one game which stands out in my
memory was not with one of the
greatest, but with a very fine pitcher.
It was at the 1977 W.T., Greenville,
Ohio with Charles Killgore, The tour-
nament is down to the last 5-6 games
and I'm tied for first with Elmer Hohl
and Glen ‘Red” Henton. I'm pitching
good—over80%. Here comes Charles,
pitching like a world champ. His

shoes are all going on. Right, left,
high or short, they all hook. I don't
remember all the figures but it was
a very long game. I lost, pitching
85%; Charles had 87. I ended the
tournament one game behind Hohl
and Henton who tied. That was the
one WT. I could have won. I pitched
83% — my best W.T. average. I still
kid Charles about it. We're the best
of friends”

Although Al Zadroga did not win a
World Tournament, he won so many
others, setting record after record, it
can be truly said, “His cup runneth
over!” For 30 consecutive years he
pitched in the Pennsylvania State
Tournament, winning it 8 times, set-
ting the high mark of 82.8% which still
stands today, for others to shoot at.

New Castle, PA, a city of about
40,000 in 1976, is probably better
known for the saying, “That’s like
taking coal to New Castle” than it is
known for horseshoes. Old timers,
however, will tell you that a bit of
horseshoe history was made there.
During the state’s annual “Spring
Fling” tournament, generally con-
sidered a warmup for the summer
season, the top pitchers gathered.
Fellows like Buck Engle, Clyde Martz,
Curt Over, and Jim Solomon — all
tough men on a horseshoe court.
There was one other. A man named
Zadroga who rang up consecutive
games of 864, 868, 870, 88.8, 870,
92.1, and 92.7% for an incredible
89.0% average — a record which may
never be broken.

Sometimes we get so involved in
our own little horseshoe world that
we miss knowing about some real
fine tournaments that are held year
after year which attract our top pitch-
ers. One of these is the Raymond L.
Frye Memorial held annually in Win-
chester, Virginia, the second week of
September. This is a 16 game round
robin event and if you expect to win
you'd better plan to pitch 80% or bet-
ter. The winners throughout its 22
years of existence read like the W.T.
list of champions. Danny Kichcinski,
Elmer Hohl, Carl Steinfeldt, Walter
Ray Williams, and Jim Knisley. And
there’s that “one other” again —
Zadroga! He won it 8 times out of 18
tries, averaging 79.6% for 108 games.



People in the old time West judged a man in mmu/ ways, and if he passed, the greatest compliment they could
give him was ‘"He’s a man to ride the nve: with.”” This seems to fit Al Zadroga, one of our all time greats,
or, as the old Scotsman expressed it — ““What a mon!"’

Al, in your time you've pifched
against the best. I know it is a tough
decision, but who would you pick as
the greatest of them all?

It is a tough one but here goes. I hope
I don’t offend anyone but I'll have to
nominate Curt Day. Once he gotlined
up it was all ringers. Some said he
lost too many with his % reverse but
he never lost enough to suit me. He may
have lost a few more than those with
other turns, but if he did, he sure
made up for it in the end. Curt was
always the gentleman, on or off the
courts, a fine man.

This may be embarrassing to answer
but was there any one person who
seemed to have your number like in
baseball where a pitcher owns a hit-
ter, or vice versa?

Wish you hadn’t asked that one. The
answer is ‘yes. Paul Focht. All | had
to do was step on the court with Paul
and he'd pitch 90% against me. No
matter how good I pitched he'd pitch
better. One game I had 87 out of my
first 100 and 1 still lost. However, [
finally managed to get to Paul a few
times in the latter part of his career.
Like Curt, he wasacredit to our game,
a real gentleman.

About the shoes you use, any
preference?

[ pitch a 1% turn and I've tried a lot
of different shoes but I've stuck to
Allen’s most of my career. [ last saw
Ted at Ainsworth and ordered two
pair at that time. I received them in
February. Ted was a great man,
always kept his word. We'll miss him.

You've told us about Charles Killgore,
Curt Day, and Paul Focht. Is there
any other pitcher about whom you'd
like to comment?

Yes. I'd like to tell you about my good
friend Jim Solomon from Uniontown,
PA. In the "60s and ‘70s Jim was one
of Pennsylvania’s top pitchers. He
won the State title 4 times and was
a pitcher to be reckoned with no mat-
ter where he went. He had many 80%
tournaments. My first encounter with
Jim was in the early '60s at the PA
State in Erie. I'd never heard of or

seen him before. Here was a guy
stepping out on the wrong foot, shoe
flopping all over on the way to the
stake, some landing flat, some stand-
ingup. Allveryirregular. I got to won-
dering, who is this guy? Where'd he
come from? What's he doing here? |
soon found out. I couldn’t believe what
I was seeing. His shoes were going on
all ways — left side, right side, crawl-
ing down from the top of the stake and
evensome standing upright so the next
shoe had to put it on. I was flabber-
gasted by such pitching, but that was
his style. No, I am not going to tell
you who won. I'm just going to say
I don’t remember!

Jim and [ pitched in many local
tournaments and usually ended up
tied for top spot with one game to go.
Before starting, we had a little byplay
which both of us looked forward to.
Jim would say, “I hate you.!” My stan-
dard reply was, “I hate you, too” On
the courts we were enemies; off the
courts, the best of friends. Always
have and always will be. That's the
way it should be with all horseshoe
pitchers.

Al, TI've pretty well covered your
career except for the last few years.
Starting in 1984 thru '89 your pitching
went downhill, if averaging 68% can

be called that. | know about your ill-
nesses but I suspect few Newsline
readers do. Would you like to
comment?

[ have never believed in making
excuses so | will only say my health
problems started in ‘83 and since
then I have had three operations. |
should not have pitched during the
last 5 years but I loved the game so
much I just couldn’t give it up. Just
stubborn, I guess. Somewhere along
life's way we all have to learn the hard
way. [ did.

Any last comments?

Yes. I'd like to say that the game of
horseshoes has been good to me. The
game came natural. I wish to thank
my wife, Emma, for her support
throughout the years of basketball,
football, baseball, bowling, and
thousands of games of horseshoes.
She was always there. | couldn’t have
done it without her. We have traveled
all over the country, north to south
and east to west. We have met many
wonderful people in horseshoes.
They are really the salt of the earth
— friendly, hard working and God
fearing. I can never thank them
enough for electing me to the Hall of
Fame, the highlight of my career.

Ted Allen Horseshoes

Established 1938

The Professional Shoe

Designed and pitched by

Ten Time World Champion

Ted Allen.

Three hardnesses: Dead Soft,
Medium Soft and Medium Hard.
All have hard points.

$53.50 shipping and handiing included
(Continental U.S.A.)

Write or call: Jack or Lee Stevenson

1045 Linden, Boulder, CO 80304
(303) 442-1436
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Here und There Reports of happenings around the NHPA

‘this ring..er..l thee wed’’

= S

*'With

NEVADA Rreno couple marries at horseshoe tournament.
Jim Jones, a Reno fireman and Claudia Myers exchanged
vows at the 11th annual Pig ‘n Pitch horseshoe tournament
at Lake Lahontan on June 22, 1990. Pitchers from 58 doubles
teams were witness to the ceremony which took place
around the stake in the Nevada sand. The couple, both
NHPA members, honeymooned the following week at the
first annual Rogue River, Oregon tournament. Claudia
pitched very well, tying for 1st in her class. She reports
that Jim also performed very well!!!

Eddie and Esther Heckarl

ILLINOIS participants in the 1990 Illinois State Cham-
pionship want to extend their thanks to Eddie and Esther
Heckart who were the tournament hosts and got the 21
courts in order and then maintained them during play.
Held in Hecker, lllinois over Labor Day Weekend, this hus-
band and wife team did a great job.

OHIO At the 1990 Ohio State Fair tournament, some 300
pitchers took part. They played 40 shoe count-all with total
point deciding the winners of each 8 person class. All par-
ticipants were asked to fill out a questionnaire. The ques-
tions and answers were interesting.

Try The First
Shoe Designed
for Horseshoe
Pitching

CLAY N SAND

« 100% super soft

Iwonder if the same ratios would hold
up if the entire NHPA responded.

Q. Do you like 40-shoe count all?

A. 80.2% Yes 197% No

Q. Do you like total points scored to deter-
mine a winner?

A. 724% Yes  264% No

Q. Would you like wins, losses to deter-
mine winner, rather than total points?
A. 360% Yes 63.9% No

Q. Do you like position round after the
complete round robin?

A. 674% Yes 32.5% No

garment leather for

excellent comfort and control.

«» Shockproof, with soft midsole
and wedge.

« Durable rubber outsole for | weits; 6

Pitching Shoes Today

Q. Would you rather play with winner
gelting bonus points for a win?

A, 284% Yes  704% No

Q. Would vou play, if we allowed, a 30 ft.
pitcher to compete with a 40 ft. pitcher?
(men's division)

Send chack ol $40.00

GREAT WALKING SHOE!

| CLAY'N SAND, Inc.

LET CLAY 'N SAND 6901 Sheridan Rd.
| Kenosha, Wi 53140

IMPROVE YOUR GAME

plus $5.00 shipping and handling to:

L_ Wisconsin Hesidents add 5% Sales Tax

shoe court in your backyard? If you
do not have a surveyor’s transit or
414/654-6404 | have access to one, here is a simple
| and inexpensive way to check the
N level of one stake to the other. You

(continued next page)

8. 10— L2 M :
A, 428% Yes  49.3% N
strength and long wear. | /A 92 M0 12 12 | i !
« Heel support for greater strength. | I
Gy ! 6 7 a g
« Terry cloth inside collar padded Women's — - - -
4 61— 712_ 812__ 812 __
with urethane foam. } (Please Print Clealy) i UP ﬂﬂd DOWN “Ill-
* Removable, replaceable | Name | Do some pitchers say one end of
Texon insole. | Address | vour court is higher than the other,
R or are you planning to build a horse-
ALSO MAKES A | ciy Csme zp | e e s
I |
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His First Shoe Was A Ringer

by Donnie Roberts

As you probably know, Mr. Gorbachev visited the United
States in June of 1990 for a Summit with George Bush. Dur-
ing that Summit much time was spent at Camp David, the
Presidential Retreat in Maryland. Again, as you probably
know, two official horseshoe courts were constructed at
Camp David shortly after Bush was elected. The courts
have synthetic clay and are very well built to NHPA
specifications.

Mr. Bush and Mr. Gorbachev pitched some horseshoes
as all visitors to the White House and Camp David seem
to do. Mr. Gorbachev promptly stepped up in front of the
stake and threw a ringer with the first shoe. Mr. Bush was
heard on several news programs the next few days lamen-
ting the good fortune of Mr. Gorbachev. It was all good
natured, certainly.

Should you happen to see Francis Asher of Ohio, he will
want to show you a very nice picture sent to him by George
Bush. The picture shows the two heads of state pitching
at Camp David. Francis will likely place this picture in the
Ohio Horseshoe Hall of Fame after he shows it to the world.
Nice going, Francis!

! Eig, ! THE PRESIDENT

“eranant®

June 19, 1990

Dear Mr. Asher,

Thanks for that most thoughtful letter of

May 22. I thought you might enjoy the enclosed
photograph.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

2 7R

UP and DOWN HILL continued. ..

will need two identical 5 gallon buckets and a 50 ft. garden
hose. Start with the buckets close together. Fill each bucket
Yo% full of water. Fill the garden hose completely and
submerge one end in each bucket. Lay a brick on each hose
end to hold them in the bottom of the buckets. To eliminate
the remaining air in the hose, raise one bucket 4 or 5 feet
above the other until the levels change noticeably. If they
do not, you will have to run more water in the hose and
try again. You have now established a siphon. Now simp-
ly place the buckets on a walkway at each stake or on the
ground for a future court and wait 5 minutes for the levels
to equalize. Drive a rod in the ground next to each bucket
and place a piece of tape on the rods at the level of the
water. If your court is level this tape will be the same
distance above your walks at both ends of the court.

This score sheet illustrates the different flavor
that the wane injects to our sport. Art Moran
had a fine 55.0% game only to lose to Terry
Gleason’s 40.0%, for Terry hit three

20 point ringers in the finals.

New Twenty Shoe Game Is A Hit

by Bob Dunn

Early this year, our MGSHPA Ringer Digest reprinted a
new twenty shoe count-all game designed by Walter Ray
Williams Jr. The Minneapolis Horseshoe Club Wednesday
No-Handicap League used a form of this new concept for
the season ending class tournament. The game’s name was
changed, score sheets printed, and a 12 player round robin
was set up for the eleven game tournament. Called “Pro-
gressive Scoring,” it is just what the game consists of. For
the first eight shoes, ringers count 5 points and close shoes
are 1 point. For the second 8 shoes, ringers count 10 points
and close shoes 2 points. Then comes crunch time, for the
last four shoes, ringers score 20 ponts and close shoes score
4 points. This is a count-all scoring game with alternate
pitching. A poll of the players, following the tournament,
found a unanimous approval of the game for enjoyment
and variety to our season long league play. Although there
was a 12 player round robin, a first and second division was
established, so the top positions were awarded trophies.

The game of Progressive Scoring is unique for ringers are
not always the same value and even though behind in the
scoring, a pitcher is never really out of the game, up to the
last shoes. We did add a tie breaker should any game end up
tied. The scoring reverts back to the 5 & 1 point value and
the contestants pitch four shoes until the tie is broken. Pro-
gressive Scoring may never unseed the traditional league
games of 40 or 50 shoes, but it does provide an option for
various events, and the pitchers will enjoy the variety.

PROGRESSIVE SCORING
20 Shoe Count-All Alternate Pitch

Pitcher 1 Mo£AAM  Class B Court 4 Game 5 GFASoas Pitcher 2
(CIACLE POINTS SCORED) (CIRCLE POINTS SCORED)

RINGERS | POINTS | SCORE [TOTAL | [ AINGERS | POINTS SCORE|[ TOTAL
(D | 1 10 10 5 5 [®) 2 2
& G 10 20 5 5 [ 1 3
5 G| 1 5 25 5 (D] 1 1 5 8
[ONO IR 10 a5 5 (8 | (D 1 6 14
w0 @ 2 2 10 45 10 10 [P 2 2 16
10 10 %@ 4 49 1w ] 2 2 10 26
10 (7D 2 12 61 10 /0) | 2 2 10 36
1w ga)| 2 = 10 71 1w o) | 2 2 10 4B
20 20 | (D] & 72 | |[GOGD | 4 4| a0 86
20 @) | (1) 4| 24 | 10a 20 ) [ (@ 4] 2 110

Total Ringers for Game:# J Total Score /03 Tatal Ringers for Game: 8 Tatal Score’_’o
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Junior Promotion
Program

by Bob Dunn
Junior Promotion Director

Great News! The NHPA is going to
enter into an active promotion pro-
gramin recruiting JUNIOR pitchers.
I am pleased to accept the Director
position and to be involved in this
exciting venture.

The purpose of this program is no
different than the overall purpose of
the NHPA, other than to ensure and
formalize our recruiting and promo-
tion efforts to the youth, throughout
the nation. To best facilitate this, each
charter is requested to establish a
position of ““Junior Program Direc-
tor,”" to oversee the charter efforts in

expanding JUNIOR involvement. To
support a national and charter by
charter promotion, each individual
club should consider establishing a
Junior Coordinator position to head
each club’s effort to recruit and wel-
come new JUNIOR pitchers. These
two fundamental steps will pave the
way to a successful promotion pro-
gram. I will be communicating with
each charter president and assist in
providing basic responsibility guide-
lines and suggested objectives in
initiating our youth promotions.
Charter Junior Program Directors will
have the opportunity to communicate
with each other, as quickly as a roster
can be completed and distributed.
Why do we want to increase our
JUNIOR membership? Probably most
important is for the future of our
association and our sport. There are
more immediate benefits also.
JUNIOR pitchers bring new perspec-
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Reed Filley, son of Archie and
Connie Filley, has been awarded a
$200 scholarship award and plaque
from the national Horseshoe Pitchers
Association, for his achievements in
the sport of horseshoes and main-
taining a 4.0 grade point average for
the 1988-89 school year.

Heather Kiefat, daughter of Gene
and Donna Kiefat, has received a

Dear NHPA,
I would like
for the 1988-89 school year.

i s for
students/horseshoe pltghem s f»,
horseshoe and the maintatning

peen chosen as tf1e 2
enough, [ wasn't the m o
scholarship. My mom was.

ike to thank
[ would like to that |
to further my education with

Cordially,
Reed Filley

ou for
Lo fI was glad to

NHPA had set up @ scholarship progr

1 1t helieve how happy L &%= =
iy boy's scholarship wmnner. v
t excited person about th

She was S0
. ' g O g
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The NHPA honors
Heather Kiefat
with the Certificate
of Honor Scholar
award and Reed
Filley a $200
scholarship.
They are shown
here with West
Fargo Middle
School Principal
Steve Kent and
Gwen Eckhoff,
secrefary of the
Red River Valley
Horseshoe League.

patch and Certificate of Honor
Scholar from the NHPA for placing
second in the girls division for the
National Scholarship award.

Reed and Heather are very actively
involved with horseshoes, along with
their parents. They have both been
junior pitchers in the Red River

Valley Horseshoe League for the past
two years.

larship 1 received
e find out that the

am that rew'ards
their participation in

d grades.
z SOI0 wgs to find that 1 had

Surprisingly
proud for me, that

very much, for helping

tives, fresh ideas, and add another
dimension of fun to our sport. There
is tremendous satisfaction for adult
members to recruit new JUNIOR
pitchers and watch as they progress
in skills and competition. JUNIOR

pitchers can refresh our leagues, our
charter activities, and can ensure the
future of our sport. Let’s all join in
and bring more youth and junior
pitchers into our leagues, our tour-
naments, and our sport.



April,
Heather,
Norm,
Chris,
and
Titfany
Gage.

Member Profile
The Gage Family

Three Generations of Horseshoe Pitchers

One of the most active families of
horseshoe pitchers in Minnesota is
the Norm Gage family of St. Paul.
Norm first pitched as the only Junior
in the adult St. Paul Ramsey Club in
1962. But the family tradition actually
began back in 1932 with Norm's
father, Clayton Gage. Clayton is now
retired, living and pitching league
horseshoes in Milltown, Wisconsin.
As with so many Minnesota pitchers,
Clayton credits the most influential
pitcher in his career to NHPA Hall of
Famer Frank Stinson, and received
much support from his wife, Dorothy.
Clayton’s most enjoyable aspect of
the sport is the competition and the
opportunity to WIN. Win he did,
with many 60% tournaments.

For the past two years Norm Gage
has served as the MGSHPA Junior
Activity Coordinator. Norm has given
a constant effort in promoting and
recruiting Junior leagues for all of the
54 clubs in Minnesota. While provid-
ing leadership service to our associa-
tion, the effort began right within his
own family. His goal was to see each
of his three daughters pitch in the
MGSHPA State Tournament. That
goal was certainly achieved, with
other distinctions. April Gage, now
21 years old, earned a Silver Medal
in the 1989 Star of the North State
Games. Tiffany, still a Junior pitcher
at age 14, was the 1989 Junior Girls
Class A World Champion at Spear-
fish, South Dakota, won a Gold
Medal in the 1990 Star of the North
State Games, and finished 6th in the
Girls Championship at the 1990
World Tournament.

Norm'’s efforts within the family
may not have been alone, for his wife,
Chris, isa highly competitive pitcher,
with a State Women's Class B Cham-
pionship (1988, 64%) to her credit. It
is the family involvement that Chris
enjoys most about our sport.

While Norm was most influential
in starting his daughters in the sport
and developing skills, he must have
done it well, for all three plan to con-
tinue in the sport in the adult divi-
sion. April, Heather, and Tiffany all
express enjoyment in pitching horse-
shoes, for the nice people involved,
the opportunity for achievement and
are grateful for the family support
and involvement.

Norm’s efforts have extended
beyond his family, by initiating a
Junior League as part of the Bloom-
ington Horseshoe Club. This year
there are 8 Junior members and most
are also participating in competition
of sanctioned tournaments. Norm has
attended many spring meetings of
the metro area clubs to encourage
clubs to establish league Juniorcoor-
dinators to recruit and establish Junior
programs. Minnesota leads all other
states in Junior participation in 1989
state tournaments. While Minnesota
has many members working hard to
increase the Junior involvement,
Norm's leadership and his family’s
involvement serve as a role model
and for years to come will support
and recruit youth to our sport.
Editor’s Note: There are many family
stories in our NHPA to be told and shared
with our members. Write them wp and send
them to the Editor.

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER
MUST ACCOMPANY ALL ORDERS
ALL PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY
CONTINENTAL U.S. ONLY

2 PAIRS $53.
4 PAIRS $103.
6 PAIRS $139.

DIAMOND TOU%I&!?MENT Ds

GORDON PAIR $28.
2 PAIRS $55,

DS, med. hard

DEADEYE HORSESHOES

EZ GRIP OR D.F.C. PAIR $40.
CAST DEADEYES PAIR $35.

AMERICAN HORSESHOES 2 PR. $39
SUPER RINGER SET 2 PR. $29.

FRANCIS E. WHITE

714 Nevada Drive, Erie. PA 16505
Phone 814-455-2685
PA RES. ADD 6% TAX

1987 World Tournament
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

VIDEO TAPE

LIMITED QUANTITY AVAILABLE!

40 Minutes
Of All The
"'87" Champions In Action

V.H.S. Format Only

Reserve Your Copy Now
For The Greatly Reduced Price Of

ONLY $19.95 — Postage Paid!!
HORSESHOE PRO SHOP _

2275 Winter Parkway :él
Suite 189 !’al

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
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'91 WORLD LOGO
T’s, CAPS, & PINS

MISSISSIPPI HORSESHOE PITCHERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 206, Ocean Springs, MS 39564

r
s

'91 LOGO CAPS $5.00 Caps are adjustable, one size fits all.
Colors: Red, Navy Blue, White, Maroon, Yellow and Kelly Green.
Add $1.50 for postage and handling.

Quantity Color Amount P&H Total Cost

'91 LOGO T-SHIRTS $10.00 Shirts are 50% cotton and polyester.
Colors: Silver, Peach, White, Light Blue and Mint Green.

Color Qty. Size Cost

P&H

Total Cost

91 LOGO PINS $3.00 Pins are 1 inch, red, white and blue
colored metal. Add $.50 for postage and handling for one pin
and $1.00 for 2 or more pins.

Sizes come in S, M, L, and XL. Add $1.50 for postage & handling.

Quantity Amount P&H Total Cost
ORDER FORM
SHIP TO:
Name: Telephone: ( )

Street Address

City/State/Zip

Make checks and money orders payable to: MISSISSIPPI HORSESHOE PITCHERS ASSOC. (MHPA)
Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery.
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1991 NHPA WORLD TOURNAMENT
JULY 15-28, 1990
BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI

ACCOMMODATIONS GUIDE

Official NHPA discounts. Please state your NHFPA affiliation and call hotels direct for reservations,

BILOXI BEACH RESORT MOTOR INN BILOXI INN
2736 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, MS 39531 Gulfshores Hotel Management Co.
CT, L, R, S, LR, B, P 2416 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, MS 39531
Out of MS (800) 345-1570 » In MS (800) 654-1483 CT, S, B
Local (601) 388-3310 $53 flat (601) 388-1000 %65 flat

BROADWATER BEACH HOTEL
2110 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, MS 39531
CT, L, R, 8, B, LR
Out of MS (800) 647-3964 » In MS (800) 2231-2816 ¢ Local (601) 388-2211
$77 Double ¢ §72 Single * §6 / add. adult

HOLIDAY INN BEACHFRONT COLISEUM HOWARD JOHNSON COLISEUM RESORT
Gulfshores Hotel Management CO. 2428 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, MS 39531
2400 Beach Blvd., Biloxi, MS 39531 CT, L, R, S, LR, B
CT, L, R, S, B, P Out of MS (800) 323-9164
(601) 388-3551 Local (601) 385-5555
$65 flat $35 flat

For additional information on hotels and RV parks call the Tourism Hot Line at 1-800-237-9493

Enjoy the benefit and convenience of
RV PARKING

on-sight, tournament RV parking. Our RV site
COLISEUM is equipped with water lines, dump stations,
electricity (30 amp) and asphalt surface.
Only $10/night! Reserve your spot now.
Call the Coliseum at (601) 388-8010

91 WORLD TOURNAMENT ‘‘PROGRAM SPECIAL'—
Business Card Size Ad....ONLY $45.00

Local/state club endorsements, personal endorsements.
Support the Official 91 World Tournament Program. Send your ad copy to:
MS Horseshoe Pitchers Assoc., P.0. Box 206, Ocean Springs, MS 39654

KEY:
Number indicated map r
US. Ilwy 49
N

location.

Flat: 1 to 4 persons /
CT — cable TV

L — lounge -
LR — laundry

S — swimming pool
B — beachfront
R — restaurant

Biloxi

1y ST 7
2N,

) lr‘\i_u"_u

P — praetice pits
LoNG : GULF OF MEXICO

NEAC]
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Sanctioned Club/League News

by Ray Williams

At 10 oclock, Sunday morning on
November 6, 1989, a group made up of
mostly American Military people sta-
tioned at the giant installation on Clark
Air Base, launched the first NHPA
sanctioned Horseshoe league in the
Philippines.

The “Horseshoe International Pitch-
ers Association of Luzon (HIPAL), as
it is now known, got its start back in
the early 70s when, for a brief period,
two ‘watering holes’” in Angeles City,
the townlocated adjacent to Clark, put
together a couple of teams that played
for beers, the loser buying, of course.
I'was on one of those teams and don’t
recall ever having to buy.

The games were played Sunday
afternoons, on pits I'm sure were far
from regulation, and without a clear
understanding of rules. After a few
months, players began leaving for the
states and eventually these teams
dwindled away. Aside from the occa-
sional tournament sponsored by the
base, play was relegated to so called
“Picnic” horseshoes.

[ did hear of a group of Horseshoe
pitchers that gather outside the Naval
Station at Subic Bay Philippines, but
[ have no knowledge as to their
organization.

In late 1988 myself and a couple of
other “old timers" left over from those
earlier attempts at organized pitching,
established a league using the guide-
lines found in the NHPA “Red Book”
Serious pitching had begun. We chose
the count-all system with handicap
because it was fair for all, regardless of
ability. We established a maximum
score of 100 with handicaps setat 80%.
Up until this time, Picnic Horseshoes
was the extent of our knowledge, we
had noidea of how to start a league or
what play was possible.

Convinced there was more to this
gameIwrote to the NHPA and wasim-
mediately put in touch with Beverly
Born, now Third VPP and NHPA Sanc-
tioned League Director. The quick
response of the NHPA was the key to
our formation and subsequent suc-
cess, I also found Ottie W. Reno's
“Pitching ChampionshipHorseshoes,”
to be extremely informative and have
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added the second edition to my per-
sonal library.

On October 30, 1988, a group of us
pitchers met to form a league, elect
necessary officials, name our group,
and design a logo. HIPAL was born.

To determine interest in the game we
organized a “How Goes It” league.
Twenty-four players showed up so we
formed five teams. Six regulation
courts were constructed using sand.
Sand was chosen over clay because it
comprises most of the soil composition
in this area. Clay is available but hard
to find. Two courts were at my resi-
dence, two at the American Legion
Post #123 and one each at a local beer
bar and private residence.

Our first league was scheduled to
last 10 weeks and went exceptionally
smooth. As [ mentioned earlier, the
majority of members are military peo-
ple, but we do have members from
Germany, Austria, Australia, and of
course the host country Philippines. It
is because of this mulit-national flavor
we chose to include “International” in
our league name.

Most of the players comprising this
first league had thrown a horseshoe at
some time in their life but many had
never seen or heard of the sport. The
average handicap at league’s end was
about 45, Three players were in the 30s
and I had an 18.

Living in the tropics as we do, pitch-
ing goes on year-round. The monsoon
season causes problems June through
October, but most of the time we just
wait for the rain to stop or reschedule
foranotherday. We take a week or two
lay-off between leagues.

Our scheduled matches are four
singles and three doubles. When
only one courtis available we pitch two
single matches at a time. This may
seem odd but it works just fine and
helps to speed up playing time. This
is especially appreciated when “Big
Red”, as they call the sun out here, is
burning down on you. As suggested
in the NHPA “Red Book”, we have kept
stats on all players from the very first
match. One of our members
developed a computer program
tailored to our needs and also supplies
the necessary information for NHPA

sanction and awards.

From its inception, through NHPA
sanctioning on November 7, 1989, to
the present time our membership has
grown to 127. From all indications we
will be growing larger in the future.
The HIPAL membership would like to
express our deepest gratitude to
Beverly Born for her guidance and
quick reaction to our needs. Although
far from home, we have become part
of the great American sport of
Horseshoe Pitching, duelargely to the
efforts of some fine folks.

When President George Bush took
office and news of his horseshoe
pitching hit the papers, we sent him a
T-shirt bearing out logo. In return we
received a nice card of thanks which
is now part of our league’s history.

About the Author

Although I have spent the majority of my
adult life overseas, I call Sacramento my
stateside home. Born in San Diego, I
enlisted in the U.5. Air Force in December
1951, retiring 23 years later in March 1974,
During my career [ spenttoursin Germany,
England, Thailand, Philippines and two
stateside bases. Since my retirement I have
lived permanently in the Philippines and
work as a transportation officer for the Air
Force at Clark. I am married to the former
Lagrimas Rodriguez, a Filapina from the
Spanish community of Manila.

My introduction to horseshoe pitching
came in the summer of 1958 while assign-
ed to RAF Alconbury in England. On
lunch break I was talked into a game by
a fellow worker. On my first attempt |
threw a natural flip and to this date I
haven't changed my style. “Picnic” shoes
had been my only experience until
serious league play formed here in the
Philippines. My ringer average is 43.8%,
with a high game average of 60%. After
reading % averages in the Newsline | feel
I'm a beginner. I pitch the Cal-Flip, stain-
less steel horseshoe and am currently
serving as President of our league.

My future in this country is ques-
tionable due to the present unrest and
instability of the government. However,
I have been through a revolution, several
coup attempts, communist assassina-
tions, strikes and typhoons, none of
which has deterred me from continuing
to promote the sport of Horseshoe
Pitching,.



News Releases

NEW HORSESHOE CLUB #90-C-05
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

The new horseshoe club was orga-
nized last winter and established two
sanctioned leagues in 1990. One
before World and one after. They are
boath 100% handicapped.

Charter members recently received
recognition for the summer league
held at Lincoln Park in Springfield.
Two from Mechanicsburg, Mike
Green League Champ with a high
game of 66% and average of 43.6%,
and Bill Marvin took fourth. Gary
Nation, Cantrall, was sixth and
received the “outstanding sportman-
ship award.” Alan Jones, league
director, from Rochester was seventh.
The following of Springfield were,
Bon Baily was second in league and
first in Class B of the club tourn., Joe
Beneky took third in lg. second in
tourn. and won the prestigious “most
improved award.” Ed Evans eighth,
Ross Hendrickson ninth, and
“Rookie of the Year” Lee Watkins
tenth finishing first in Class C, Al
Peterman was eleventh in league but
ended the season with the highest
average and was first in Class A of
the tourn. Art Standage coming in
twelfth was awarded the coveted
“Low Shoe” award. King George,
although fifth in league, received the
“Biggest Sandbagger” award.

Of the twelve charter members, ten
attended World. Five of the ten quali-
fied for the finals. Two tied for first in
Class ] which resulted in a play-off
game, decided on the fortieth shoe.
All in all our club received one first,
onesecond, two fourthsand an eighth
place. We are proud! If you would
like to join in our fun/club, please
contact Alan Jones, #34 Merlin Dr.,
Rochester, 1L 62563, 217-489-9254.

MOLINE HORSESHOE CLUB
SANCTION #90-C-17

The Moline Horseshoe Club has
just finished it's first league season
and it has been a good one. And
what an experience for me! Organiz-
ing and keeping organized a SUC-
CESSFUL league is a big job! It has

taken commitment and a toll on my
game, vet it has been well worth it!

The NHPA has grown 400% in this
Quad Cities metro area as a result of
the organizing of the Moline Horse-
shoe Club (that's 21 new sanctioned
pitchers)! Having a partin new friends
at healthy competition in this great
game is very rewarding and fun!

[ challenge those who have con-
sidered organizing a league and are
hesitating to GET TO WORK! This is
a great way to grow friendships, this
old game and themselves! They
wouldn't regret it!

Thank you, Bev, for you're work. |
imagine you've become quite the jug-
gler of names and numbers. Cood
job!!! — Dawvid K. Anderson

VIRGINIA HORSESHOE
PITCHERS ASSOCIATION

H.C. Eppard became interested in
pitching sanctioned play horseshoes
in 1983, pitching in a winter league
on 2 sets of courts in Elkton, VA. As
the interest grew in 1984, he was
voted in President of the Twin Valley
Horseshoe Club in Waynesboro,
Virginia, heading up a roster of 19

pitching enthusiast.

In 1986 Mr. Eppard suffered a mild
stroke and the horseshoes were left
hanging in the smokehouse for a
brief period of time. Through hard
work and determination he fought
back, wiped the cobwebs off the
horseshoes and started pitching in
some doubles tournaments through-
out the state.

Mr. Eppard, (or “EPP” as he is
known by his fellow horseshoe
friends), has been promoting the
game of horseshoes since 1983 and in
the latter part of 1987 was instrumen-
tal in organizing the Shenandoah
Valley Horseshoe Club from the
ground up, located in Grottoes, VA.
Since the placement of 12 lighted
courts at the Grand Caverns Regional
Park, a project headed up and
directed by Mr. Eppard, the club has
a roster of 30 pitchers and Mr. Eppard
is the President of the club.

Mr. Eppard has shown hard work,
dedication, and commitment in pro-
moting the game of horseshoes
throughout the years, bringing a lot
of new pitchers into the sport. He
was inducted into the Virginia Hall of
Fame Sepember 1, 1990.

CLASSIFIED ADS

NHPA Newsline

Handcrafted walnut desk
nameplates, paperweights,
floormats, pins, etc. Send
stamped self-addressed
envelope for complete bro-
chure. Gary Erickson, P.O.
Box 532, Mayville, ND
58257

$10.00 for 25 words of less: 50 cents per each additional
word. Ad acceptance at discretion of Newsline publisher.
Mail copy with payment to:

13656 Thoroughbred Loop, Grass Valley, CA 95949

HORSESHOE GIFT ITEMS

NHPA VIDEOS

New tape, Legends of Horse-
shoes 1I. World Champion-
ships 1979-1989, many
individual games and special
program shorts. Contact

Sol Berman, PGA National,
1 Wycliff Rd., Palm Beach
Gardens, FL 33418
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THE HORSESHOE

PITCHERS’ COMPANION
FEATURES: PAT.NO. 4300614  °8.95

1. Calipers for measuring close points.
2. File to remove burrs from shoes. (Add $1.50 for postage and handling)
3. A 6" notch for measuring legal points.

4. Straight edge for measuring ringers. 4. STRAIGHT EDGE for
5. Scraper for removing dirt, mud, etc. measuring riﬂgefs\
6. Just the right size for back pockets. Ma
. NHPA approved.

-

Send to: Horseshoe Pitchers’ Companion
7300 Fairfax Ct.

Barnhart, MO 63012 > oot A
burrs from shoes

3. 6" NOTCH for
5. SCRAPER for legal paints

removing dirt

1. CALIPERS far measuring
close points

Leather Carrying Case Avallable.

$4.00 each
(2 or more: $3.00 ea.)

*AGENTS WANTED

NHPA Newsline
Renewal Form
Name
Address
City
State
Zip

1 New Subscriber [ Renewal
Current NHPA Card #

Card #s of other adulls in your household

Subscription price $12.00 for non-member.
Deduct $1.00 for each Adult NHPA member in
household. Make checks payable to NHPA, mail
to Box 278, Munroe Falls, OH 44262.

TRY THE ALL NEW
STEINFELDT STA-ON HORSESHOE

designed by Joe Holland

pitched by Carl Steinfeldt gis
$35/pr in single pairs
$28/pr in lots of 12 pairs
(Above prices postage paid in Continental U.S.)
ORDER DIRECT FROM:
BILL COURTWRIGHT CARL STEINFELDT
2250 N. Lark, Fenton, MO 63026 1100 8. Belcher Rd., #359 Largo, FLA 34641
314-376-5222 B13-535-3136

or from NHPA Representative
GUARANTEED AGAINST BREAKAGE FOR ONE (1) YEAR

EXCELLENT BLUE CLAY
FOR HORSESHOE PITCHING

Shipped in cartons for easy handling containing approximately 65 Ibs.
of clay per carton, Can be shipped by UPS, Parcel Post or Truck Line.
One carton contains approximately % cu. ft. of clay. Amount of clay
needed for one horseshoe court with pits 3 ft square and clay 4”' deep
is 9 cartons. Cost per carton is $8.00 each f.o.b. Fenton, MO.

ORDER FROM
Hi Temp Refractories Co., Inc.
2250 N. Lark, Fenton, MO 63026
314-376-5222

WRITE
FOR
PRICES

GREEOTT GRABBER

The Ultimate Ringer Keeper

Deep Double Ringer Breakers
Dead Soft
Weight 2 Lb. 8 Oz.
1 Year Guarantee
NHPA Approved
"Professionaly Designed
Thru Experience’

HORSESHOE PRO SHOP
2275 Winter Parkway ———

Suite 189
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221 Q]

Available Thru Any NHPA Distributor
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CHECK YOUR
MAILING LABEL

for the expiration date of your Newsline
subscription. If it is less than 90 days
away, fill out the renewal form and send
it now with your check to the NHPA, Box
278, Munroe Falls, OR 44262,




