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Look 
for 

the new 
white 

shoes! 

Advanced Design 

TOURNAMENT 
PITCHING HORSESHOES 

Both backyard pitchers and pros catch and hold the stake 
better with DIAMOND'S new advanced design "Tournament" 
Shoe. It features a grip positioner, hardened tips, an increased 
radius, a dead soft center, and a wider, deeper calk. Same drop-
forged solid steel construction as DIAMOND'S popular Double 
Ringer and Super Ringer Regulation Shoes. All American made. 

Contact your nearest NHPA club or sporting goods store for 
DIAMOND pitching horseshoes. 

For  the latest  pitching  horseshoe  catalog  write: 

DIAMOND PITCHING SHOES 
/ > T h e Triangle Tool Group, Inc. 

Subsidiary of The Triangle Corporation 
Cameron Road, Orangeburg, SC 29115 
DISTRIBUTOR ORDER PLACEMENT 
Call toll-free: 800-346-0740 
For all inquiries call: 803-534-7010 

"DIAMOND Pitching Horseshoes are Recognized as Official  in Tournaments 
Sanctioned by the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association" 
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... DAVE LOUCKS 
The 1988 Convention of Delegates in Pleasanton approved some very significant changes to our 

Constitution and By-Laws. It will be some time before the long range effect  is felt for all but, on the surface, 
it appears that some good decisions were made. Let's talk about a few that most directly affect  the pitchers. 

1. It was approved by a vote of 187-115 that "all participants registered for an adult class in the World 
Tournament must have completed a minimum of 3 NHPA sanctioned tournaments in the time span starting 
with the prior June 1st and ending with the mailing of their registration form." 

2. By a vote of 240-62, it was decided to remove all the playing rules from the Constitution and Bylaws 
and put them under the direction of a "Rules Committee" which shall be appointed by the NHPA President. 
This committee of 12-15 pitchers will ahve the power to add or delete items to the rules in a much quicker 
and more effective  manner than now allowed by the Constitution. 

3. By a vote of 176-125 it was approved that a new rule be added that prevents the material around the 
stake from being shoveled or stepped upon during a game unless approved by a judge or to repair damage 
done by the measuring of a shoe. 

4. It was approved by a vote of 238-64 that all 30 foot class pitchers remain three feet behind their 
opponent on the opposite side when the opponent is pitching. There is no need to walk to the far rear of the 
court if both players are 30 foot pitchers. 

5. By an overwhelming vote of 288-14, it was decided to change the score call method of "two ringers 
each, no score," to FOUR DEAD. 

A couple of the 37 proposals that were voted on were approved or rejected by very close margins. 
However, one in particular bears mentioning not only because some two-thirds of the delegates were in 
favor of it but, because of how it failed. 

The subject was proposal #36, how to measure a ringer. It had been proposed to change the rule that, "a 
ringer is declared when a shoe encircles the stake far enough to allow the touching of both heel caulks 
simultaneously with a straight edge even if the edge also touches the stake." This proposal would have had 
just the required 204 votes to pass but the Charter of Northern New Mexico who attended the morning 
session failed to return for the afternoon voting and their ballot which had been turned in, had to be 
rejected. The reason is that the NHPA Constitution says a State with no appointed delegate in convention 
will have no vote. However, it is possible that the new Rules Committee may take this proposal under 
reconsideration since it was apparent that the two-thirds majority favored it. 

Printed elsewhere in this Digest are the complete State by State voting results on all the issues. You will 
have to refer  back to the May  1988 Digest  to review the wording of the proposals. 

All incumbent NHPA officers  up for reelection were returned to their office  for another 2 year term. 

DA/E'S COURT REPORT 

Cooler than normal temepratures prevailed during the second week of pitching in Pleasanton bringing a 
lot of words of thanks from the Eastern and Mid-West pitchers who were reluctant to go home to their HOT, 
HOT conditions. . . . For the second year in a row, not a single stake was broken in the W.T. Looks like the 
portable mounting method started in Eau Claire is a winner... 18 hours after the last shoe was pitched, 
there was not a sign of a horseshoe court or World Tournament ever being held in Pleasanton. All 36 courts 
had been removed along with 30 tons of concrete walkways. Talk about turning the clay when you're 
through pitching, wow, the 1988 W.T. work crew did an amazing job. . . . Shortly after Pleasanton, I was in 
Spearfish, South Dakota, visiting with Gene and Yvonne Ficek who are directing activities for next year's 
event. Met with the press, radio and community leaders who all seem excited about the 1989 W.T. Thirty-six 
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MESSAGE—(Continued) 
courts are in with new lighting just about ready for installation. The park, campground, river and surround-
ing areas will really be enjoyed by the tournament go'ers. Make your plans early and don't forget,  you need 
3 NHPA sanctioned tournaments to register. . . . Had the opportunity to visit with many of the members of 
the Minnesota State HPA and attend their annual state meeting and banquet. Gave an overview of the 
NHPA Liability Insurance and how State and National membership need, and are supported by, one 
another. While some were seeking change, when the meeting votes were counted, the membership had 
overwhelmingly voiced their support of the National and more NHPA sanctioned events. 

1988—NHPA CONVENTION RESULTS 
INSURANCE:After  a discussion and a question & answer period, the delegates were asked to vote on 

whether or not the NHPA should continue the insurance program for 1989. 
Forty-two (42) Charters and Canada were represented with a total of three hundred and six (306) 

votes. 
All votes were cast in favor of continuing the insurance program. 1989 NHPA cards will show 

insurance as an addition and no cards will be sold without it. The Charters will forward  the amount to 
the NHPA Sec/Treas. along with the regular NHPA dues. 

1990 WORLD TOURNAMENT: Bids were submitted by Iowa and Georgia. Georgia won the bid with a 
vote of 180 to 126. (306 total votes) 

CONSTITUTION & BY-LAW CHANGES & ADDITIONS: Forty-one Charters & Canada were represent-
ed for a total vote of three-hundred and two (302). 
A change required a two-thirds majority vote (202). 
An addition required a simple majority vote (152). 
The May, 1988 issue of the NHPA News Digest listed all proposals as numbers 1 thru 37. The 
delegates voted on these numbers and the results are as shown on the chart. 
Numbers 2, 6,10, 26, 27, 29, 34 & 36 FAILED. The balance PASSED and will go into effect  on January 
1, 1989. Numbers 7, 32 & 33 were amended slightly on the floor and passed AS AMENDED. 

WALTER RAY WILLIAMS JR. ELECTED TO HALL OF FAME 
The achievements of this amazing young athlete are already legendary—there is no doubt why he was 

elected at such an early age. 
Walt won the NHPA Junior boys crown three times—1971, 1972 and 1975 with averages of i6.3, 89.2 

and 86.6, and did not lose a game in any of those three years. In 1976 he was defeated by his brother Jeff. 
They played three games during the tournament (one in the round robin and two in the playoff)  and for the 
three games (50 points) they averaged 154 shoes a game. Only 8 single points were counted for the entire 
three games. Walt was already pitching 40 feet at this time. 

Walter pitched his first  adult World Tournament in 1977 and it didn't take him long to reach the top. He 
won the event in 1978 and again in 1980, 1981 and 1985 with averages of 84.1, 85.7, 88.1 and 84.9. The 
88.1% in Genola, Minn, was the second highest World Tournament average ever by an adult male. 
Although he finished third in Pleasanton this year (one game behind Jim Knisley and Mark Seibold) he was 
the only man to average over 80%. 

Walter has several other noteworthy achievements. Through 1986, Walter had already won the Califor-
nia State Championship seven times. He has pitched several perfect games, including the longest one on 
record, 56 shoes, which he pitched at the Oregon Open in 1977. He also has a 50 shoe perfect game He 
has also pitched several 90% tournaments, including a 13 game event at the Heritage Open in 1982 in 
which he averaged 91.0%. 

Besides being an outstanding pitcher, Walter has done a lot for our game in the promotional field. His 
outstanding success in bowling (he was Bowler  of  the Year  in 1986) has brought him a great deal of TV 
exposure and the sport of horseshoes always gets favorable mention when he's on. He has pitched 
numerous exhibitions, including one in Japan, and has been featured in several leading newspapers 
across the nation and also in the Bowlers Digest, Bowlers Journal and Sports Illustrated. He has also 
worked in organizing and promoting several special tournaments including the current big one at the Ohio 
State Fair. 

Also, we'd like to mention Walter's contributions behind the scene at the last two World Tournaments 
Walter has devised a computer program to do (and print) the statistics for a horseshoe tournament and he 
has been designated as the official  statistician at our last two events. The results at Pleasanton were the 
quickest in several years because of the success of his program. Finally, it is noted that Walter has the 
official  title of NHPA Statistician. 

With credentials like these that are mentioned in this article, there is no doubt that Walter has earned his 
award. We congratulate him on his election to the NHPA Hall of Fame. 


