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Look for 
the new 

white 
shoes! 

Advanced Design 
T O U R N A M E N T 
P ITCHING HORSESHOES 

Both backyard pitchers and pros catch and hold the stake 
better with DIAMOND'S new advanced design "Tournament" 
Shoe. It features a grip positioner, hardened tips, an increased 
radius, a dead soft center, and a wider, deeper calk. Same drop-
forged solid steel construction as DIAMOND'S popular Double 
Ringer and Super Ringer Regulation Shoes. All American made. 

Contact your nearest NHPA club or sporting goods store for 
DIAMOND pitching horseshoes. 

For  the latest  pitching  horseshoe  catalog  write: 

D I A M O N D T O O L and Horseshoe  Co. 
Subsidiary CS The Triangle Corporation 

P. O. BOX 6246. DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55806 

"DIAMOND Pitching Horseshoes are Recognized as Official  in Tournaments 
Sanctioned by the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association" t 
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT — DAVE LOUCKS 

As I write this, I have been your president for just 2 months. A short time on the chronological 
calendar that unfortunately seems much longer. 

I must admit a keen sense of appreciation for my predecessor, Glen Portt for I now too feel 
some of the utter frustration  he felt. The 25-30 hours per week I have been able to make available 
for the NHPA are barely sufficient  to keep on top of our day to day business and problems. I have 
found no time yet to implement any of the plans, ideas or changes I envisioned when taking of-
fice. 

Fortunately, or perhaps unfortunately,  the average NHPA member has little or no idea of the in-
ternal workings and problems faced every day by your executive council. We have only one full 
time NHPA employee, our Secy/Treas., and his work load is more than it should be. We do not 
have a central office  and the distance between your Council members makes decision making a 
very slow process. Most everything is done by phone or letter generally initiated by your President 
or Secy/Treas. All NHPA debts are paid by check signed by these two officers.  Many times a ques-
tion or problem arises that necessitates the entire Council being involved. Even then, we are very 
limited in what we can do. Records, files and finances are kept and controlled by your Secy/Treas. 
Since he is the only one getting paid, that is as it should be. However, what about our plans, our 
growth, our Future? Next to the Secy/Treas., the NHPA delegates are the controlling force in our 
organization. While the delegates and members certainly should have a voice, I believe our 
organizational growth and improvement is hampered by time constraints and limitations placed 
on the Executive Council by our Constitution and By-laws. The Executive Council is voted into of-
fice by the delegates. That vote of confidence should carry with it more authority for the Council 
to carry out the business and direction of the NHPA, particularly where related to finances. The 
Council is closest to the day to day problems, reports and opportunities. We should have the 
authority to make timely and needed changes. The present manner of bringing everything before 
the delegates once a year where, unfortunately,  the entire NHPA is not recognized, is slow, 
cumbersome and, in many cases, self defeating. 

The News Digest is a good example of where your Council should have authority. Most 
everyone, including your President, feels it should be improved. A larger size, larger type, more 
feature articles, more tournament results, a better format are just some of the suggestions. This 
could be done but there would be a related cost increase involved. The Digest is already running a 
monthly deficit. Only about one NHPA member in four subscribes. At the Lafayette meeting of 
delegates it was referred  to as "The Lifeblood of the NHPA". Five minutes later the delegates 
voted down a requested $1.00 increase that your Council felt was required particularly if we are to 
improve it. The irony of that vote is that on a ratio basis, only one delegate in four subscribe to the 
Digest. Even if every Digest subscriber agreed to an increase, the delegates who don't receive it 
and therefore  have little personal involvement, vote it down. That should not happen! 

It must be said again and again, until it happens, we need some form of proxy representation. 
There are too many states and too many NHPA members going without a voice at our National 
Convention. Human nature being what it is, finds many delegates voting what they feel will be 
best for them, not necessarily what's best for the entire NHPA. We are not a perfect species, nor a 
perfect organization but we can improve our lot by recognizing all our members, not just those 
few who attend the convention. I hope such a change will come about during my administration. 
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT — Continued 

DAVE'S COURT REPORT 

The impor tan t j ob of head ing our Cons t ruc t i on and By-Laws Commi t t ee , vacant s ince the 
res ignat ion of Lorraine Thomas , has been f i l led. I am happy to announce the appo in tmen t of Bob 
Mal ley to that pos i t i on . 

Bob is a res ident of Peta luma, Ca l i fo rn ia and a member of the S o n o m a Coun ty Horseshoe 
Pi tchers Club. He w a s born in Meadvi l le , PA and moved to Cal i fo rn ia at the age of 13. Bob at tend-
ed co l lege in Bakersf ie ld and then St. Mary 's Co l lege in Moraga. Over the years he has served in 
the U.S. Army, p layed Minor League Basebal l , been a bank opera t ions of f icer  and for the past 15 
years has been (and st i l l is) personnel Director of the Operat ing Engineers Local Union No. 3 in 
San Franc isco . He served as the Northern Cal i fo rn ia Horseshoe Pi tchers Assoc ia t i on (NCHPA) 
Cons t i t u t i on and By-Laws Cha i rman in 1982 and 1983. His in teres ts are in gol f , coach ing , travel-
ing, wr i t i ng and of course, the art of p i t ch ing horseshoes. He and h is wi fe , Shir ley, who ha i ls f rom 
the thr iv ing me t ropo l i s of PECULIAR, MO, have four g rown ch i ld ren. Bob is current ly work ing on 
the changes that were vo ted on at Lafayet te. If you have a proposal to submi t for the 1986 conven-
t i on at A inswor th , you can send it to : Bob Mal ley, 193 Webster , Peta luma, CA 94952. 

RINGER REVIEW 
by Kevin Cone 

Answer to last month's "trivia" question: 
The highest average ever pitched for a world tournament is 89.5% in 1975 by John Passmore of Indiana in the 

junior division. The incredible thing is, he finished in 4th place. John got beat by champion Walter Ray Williams, 
Jr. while pitching 89.5% compared to Walter's 96.9% and an average of 86.6% for the tournament. John also got 
beat by Jeff  Williams. They combined for a 90.3 average. He was also the loser in what is considered the greatest 
game in junior history. He and Rick Howe of Massachusetts pitched a 190 shoe game. Mr. Passmore had 170 
ringers (89.5%), to Howe's 172 ringers (90.5%). They had 342 total ringers, 152 doubles, 312 cancelled ringers, 61 
four deads, and 12 consecutive four deads, all still junior world records. For the seven game tournament 
Passmore had 702 ringers out of 784 shoes pitched for an 89.5% average. An unbelievable percentage and a 
tremendous feat that may never be broken! 

Some world records that were set at this year's world tournament: Alan Francis MO Junior Boys Complete 
Tournament, 11 games, 88%; Ansil Copeland OH Senior Division Complete Tournament, 11 games, 68.1%; Glen 
Henton 1A Intermediate Complete Tournament, 11 games, 71.5%; Vicki Winston and Fran Carnahan, Womens 
Division, 1 consecutive four deads. 

Vicki Winston and Ruth Hangen came close to a new world record. They had a combined ringer percentage of , 
87.2% but the record is 88.5% set in 1983 by Debby Michaud and Tari Powell. 

Ten time world champ, Vicki Winston, was in one world record and came close to a second. She averaged 
80.5% but yet came in 5th place. Six women averaged 79% or better. I believe that was the best championship 
women's class ever. Congratulations ladies on a TREMENDOUS showing! 

TRIVIA QUESTION: What two baseball Hall of Famers pitched a horseshoe exhibition during the 1928 Winter 
World Horseshoe Tournament in St. Petersburg, Florida? 

SALISBURY. MD. PEPSI-COLA OPEN — SANC. 85-568 
CLASS A — Henry  Mark/and,  7-1-61.4;  Philip  Fleshman,  6-2-55.8;  Al Melson,  4-3-47.1; Jack  Blades,  4-3-48.5; 

Ernest  O'Neal,  3-4-43.4; Ted  Simmons,  3-4-36.8; Ken  Holden,  2-5-40.2; George  Carr,  0-7-24.6. 

CLASS B — Willard  Sammons, 5-0-42.2; Larry  Thompson,  4-1-44.4; Louis  Walls,  3-2-23.4; Bill  Taylor,  2-3-25.9; 
Gary  LeCompte,  1-4-22.5; Gary  Rust,  0-5-20.7. 

CLASS C — Charles  Cherrix,  Sr.,  3-1-32.4; Bob Davis,  3-1-23.5; Judy  Taylor,  3-1-35.5; David  Sellers,  1-3-28.0; Ver-
non Bailey,  0-4-13.2. 

CLASS D — Tom  Mombrey,  4-0-24.1; Charles  Cherrix,  Jr.,  3-1-21.1; Lee Mombrey,  2-2-18.9; Melissa  Elias, 
1-3-16.3; Merlon  Frye,  0-4-3.88. 

MIXED  DOUBLES  — Al Melson-Tom  Mombray,  8-0; Willard  Sammons-David  Sellers,  6-2; Jack  Blades-Missy 
Elias,  5-3; Parker  Sturgis-Lynn  Jones, 5-3; Gary  Rust-Mike  Lister,  5-3; Louis  Walls-Charles  Cherrix,  4-4; Bill  Taylor-
Bill  Dotson, 2-6; Ernest  O'Neal-Michael  Lister,  1-7; Harold  Harget-Lee  Mombray,  0-8. 

ROBERTS TO SEEK RE-ELECTION AS NHPA SEC.-TREAS. 
Donnie Roberts has announced that he will seek re-election as NHPA Secretary-Treasurer  at the 1986 NHPA 

Convention in Ainsworth, Nebraska. 
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Hamilton Horseshoe Club 
265 BARTON STREET E„ STONEY CREEK 
UNIT 55 ONTARIO , CANADA L8E 2K4 

(35 miles from Niagara Falls, N Y) 

Presents the Fourth ELMER HOHL International 
Open Singles Tournament 

Indoors • December 6, 7, 8 1985 
Entry Fee: Men's A & B Ladies A $20.00 

Al I other classes $15.00 
100 % Payback Plus Extra Prize Money 
Send Ringer Percentage or call Bob Fan joy (416) 662-8501 

Registration Deadline Nov. 29, 1985 
N.H.P.A. card no. required 

NHPA ISSUES CHARTER TO NORTHWEST ARKANSAS ASSOC. 
Late last year a half dozen or so area people who are ardent horseshoe pitchers got together to explore the 

idea of forming an official  sanctioned horseshoe pitching club for Fayetteville and the surrounding communities. 
After  communicating with the N.H.P.A. the paper work was all done and the Northwest Ark. Horseshoe Pitching 
Assoc. received its charter. A membership drive quickly produced 35 card carrying members. 

With such interest stirred up it became obvious that the club needed a suitable site for the pitching courts. Not 
being able to locate anyone in the private sector who was able and/or willing to provide the necessary room need-
ed for the courts, the club followed the led of the Hot Springs and Mountain Home Clubs and approached the City 
Parks Board. After outlining their needs to them, approval was given. Dale Clark, Parks and Recreation Director, 
David Nutt, Pres. and Jim Elliott, Director of the N.W.A.H.P.A. then set about checking out various parks in the ci-
ty system. A site at the South Fayetteville Lake Park off  Zion Rd. was chosen. It provided enough space for 6 
courts and required a minimum of preparation. 

The Parks Dept. did the necessary grading and supplied enough cross ties to begin the building of the courts. 
Club members provided the expertise and sweat and muscle to install the 6 regulation courts. Ozark Steel 
donated enough steel for the stakes. 

After  some 5 of 6 weekends of work the courts were in and the area was re-seeded with grass and was ready for 
competition. Although a retaining wall remains to be built the first  official  league began on Monday, June 3 with 
12 two man teams and continued weekly through August 19. Another league is scheduled to start September 9 
and continue into autumn. 

Plans for the future, in addition to the retaining wall, include further  improvement of the pits themselves and 
installation of a lighting system for the courts. 

The playing area is beautifully landscaped and the surrounding park area with its playground and sand volley 
ball courts makes for a most pleasant spot for organized or family outings. 

Anyone interested in more information about the horseshoe pitching activities may call 443-4341 or 267-3971. 

SEND DONNIE ROBERTS YOUR NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
Prior to your trip to the 1985 World Tournament many of you received lots of publicity by your local press. I 

would like to have a copy of your newspaper articles for my files. Please send to me at Box 810, Circleville, OH 
43113. 

If you have only one send it anyway. I will Xerox and return your article. 


