
the 
national horseshoe pitchers 

nr 

JANUARY, 1985 

Official  Publication  of 

THE NATIONAL HORSESHOE PITCHER'S ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA 



Look 
for 

the new 
white 

shoes! 

Advanced Design 
TOURNAMENT 
PITCHING HORSESHOES 

Both backyard pitchers and pros catch and hold the stake 
better with DIAMOND'S new advanced design "Tournament" 
Shoe. It features a grip positioner, hardened tips, an increased 
radius, a dead soft center, and a wider, deeper calk. Same drop-
forged solid steel construction as DIAMOND'S popular Double 
Ringer and Super Ringer Regulation Shoes. All American made. 

Contact your nearest NHPA club or sporting goods store for 
DIAMOND pitching horseshoes. 

For  the latest  pitching  horseshoe  catalog  write: 

D I A M O N D T O O L and Horseshoe  Co. 
Subsidiary O The Triangle Corporation 
P. O. BOX 6246. DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55806 

"DIAMOND Pitching Horseshoes are Recognized as Official in Tournaments 
Sanctioned by the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association" I! 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT.. .GLEN A. PORTT 
They came to Las Vegas.. .152 NHPA members to pitch in the Second Annual Hacienda Pro/Am Celebrity 

tournament. They came, and they saw. 
There is only one Las Vegas. The glitter, the glamour and the big name shoes are still there and this city of half 

a million beckons people back time after time. With such choices of entertainment as Johnny Mathis, The 
Supremes, Paul Anka, Fabian, Juliet Prowse, Keely Smith, Smothers Brothers, Natalie Cole and the Hacienda's 
own Fire and Ice Show. PLUS the hottest show in town — The NHPA's ALL STAR GIRLIE REVUE (men only admit-
ted) featuring Ruth Hangen, Fran Carnahan, Lorraine Thomas, Lois Bolstad and Bonnie Seibold — PLUS the 
NHPA's ALL STAR MALE EXTRAVAGANZA (women only admitted) with Mark Seibold, Ben Wiedrich, Kevin Cone, 
Walter Ray Williams and that great showman, the legendary Don Titcomb. NHPA members present had the 
chance to see some of the best and some of the famous — and they did. 

Even blase Las Vegas was buzzing over a man known only as 'Texas Tommie' who walked into Binion's 
Horseshoe Club with one million dollars in a suit case and bet it all on one roll of the dice and LOST. Then a lady 
from Brooklyn, Ohio played her FREE token in the "DUNES" token machine and hit the jackpot and walked away 
with $100,000. 

To those who left Las Vegas as Champions, who fought their way up the ladder or who defended their top lad-
der positions, thanks for giving us a great finale, and to those who lost, there is always 1985. 

NHPA celebrities present were Hall of Famer, Jim Weeks, secretary of the Southern Calif. Association, Dave 
Loucks, the first to win the Junior World Championship three consecutive years and Doyle Brawley, president of 
the Southern Calif. Association. 

The tournament was a sucess from the standpoint of 95 percent of those attending were there for a vacation 
and for fun, and they had both. Many compliments were paid to Don Weaver for working endless hours each day 
to make each individual's stay as enjoyable as possible. So, Do, our thanks to you for a job well done. 

I would be remiss in now acknowledging those who gave many hours of their time by working with tournament 
officials Donnie Roberts, Ralph Dykes and Vince Yannetti to keep things running smoothly, so to Janie Roberts, 
Wally and Sally Shipley, my sincere thanks and appreciation. 

How about 1985?? Will the tournament be held again? Yes, it will be bigger and better than ever, says Don 
Weaver and that's a promise. Plan to go, you will not regret it. 

EXPRESSION OF THANKS TO JIM SOLOMON 
Dear Jim, 

On behalf of the NHPA, I wish to express deep appreciation for the many years of service you have given as its 
auditor. I know at times your job was very frustrating  and few people understood or appreciated the work you did. 

My best wishes to you and yours, 

Glen A. Portt 
President, NHPA 

BONI BOSER EXPRESSES HER THANKS TO NHPA MEMBERS 
I would like to extend my thanks to all the NHPA members for considering and choosing to sponsor me in the 

"Wheaties Search for Champions" contest recently completed. I have been informed that I am in the top 50 vote-
getters and without the support of all of you, this would not have been possible. 

If I am chosen, I will be very proud to represent such a great group of people. A special thanks to Mr. Glen Portt 
and Mr. Leonard Lipovsky for their letters of reference.  — Sincerely, Boni Boser. 
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THANK YOU TO THE NHPA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
By RALPH DYKES 

I would like to express my thanks to the Council for the $200 check presented to me at the 1984 W.T. at Hunt-
sville, Alabama to cover some of my expenses at the 1983 Las Vegas tournament while I assisted Donnie Roberts 
during the tournament at the Hacienda Hotel, in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Also I would again thank the NHPA for expenses given me at the Hacienda tournament of 1984 recently con-
cluded at Las Vegas, and for the many courtesies extended to me during my time at the tournament. 

HERE AND THERE. . .AROUND THE NHPA 
By GLEN PORTT 

Fine things are happening in Alaska. Mary Ellen Grohol, Alaska state secretary, writes that they will have three 
sets of courts to play on by spring. Also, quote: "I'm proud of our growth during these initial two years and think 
that, as we increase our play and abilities, we in Alaska will give the NHPA some real competition in a few years." 
Our congratulations to all Alaskan pitchers, we are proud of you. 

Palmer, Alaska is a far piece away, but how about those avid NHPA members, Norman Rouseau and John and 
Janie Pendergrass, who made it all the way to pitch at the Hacienda? With them were other Alaskans, Marilyn 
Grasser, Wendell Lewis and Floyd Ehman, owner of the E & E Construction Corp. Floyd is planning an indoor 
facility, which would be a first for the 49th state. 

Putt Mossman? Most of our younger pitchers may have never heard of this legendary Hall of Fame member, 
but all the old-timers have. Let's go back to the year 1925.. .and the W.T. held at Lake Worth, Florida. It was in 
that tournament that Mossman and Bert Duryee pitched a game, which was at that time headlined as the 
"Greatest Game of Horseshoes Ever Pitched." Mossman set two world records by throwing 9 consecutive 
doubles and a 67.9 ringer percentage in the final round robin. He won the World Championship. This year on 
February 23, Lake Worth will be conducting a tournament extravaganza and celebrating its 60th year (1925-1985) 
of horseshoe competition. Don't miss this one. 

DRESS CODE COMMITTEE COMPLETES RESEARCH 
Bonnie Seibold and her Dress Code Committee consisting of Charles Kilgore, Jeannie Spaller and Mary Van 

Sant hae completed their research and have recommended the "NHPA Dress Code" for council adoption. Watch 
for this in an early issue of the Digest. 

NHPA PROMOTION COMMITTEE REPORT 
By SOL BERMAN, Chr. 

The NHPA finished in the top 50 in the Wheaties Search for Champions contest recently completed. This 
means that the NHPA will receive $1.00 for every ballot we submitted for Boni Boser who is one of the six 
finalists. One of these will be selected after the judges review their histories. The winner's picture will appear on 
the Wheaties box. 

In other promotion activity, Mr. Richard Moore, Vice-President of the International Management Group was in-
formed that an article on horseshoe pitching would appear in the September issue of Sports Illustrated. Also a 
copy of my book, "Horseshoe, Film Facts and Fun" was sent to him, along with information concerning our next 
five World Championships. 

Mr. Douglas Pierne, Mr. Moore's assistant, called me and set up a meeting with Mr. P.J. Johnson, Vice-Pres. in 
charge of Marketing and promotion at which time I met with him at the IMG headquarters in the GM building in 
New York city in Arnold Palmer's office. After the meeting which lasted about an hour and a half, Mr. Johnson 
asked if I would sign a contract with them (the usual fee is 20-25% of all monies received from TV and sponsors). 
He asked me to send him a video-tape that would be of interest to potential sponsors and TV. He also requested 
reprints of the publicity articles generated by Joe Goldstein Public Relations during the three years (1976-79) that 
he handled for the NHPA publicity. Glen Portt was briefed and he arranged to meet with Mr. Johnson the latter 
part of October. 

NHPA VIDEOTAPES AVAILABLE 
The NHPA has purchased a video cassette record and I am now able to make copies of videotapes for the 

membership. The following services will be available to NHPA Members. 
Rental of all videotapes that were made at Huntsville, Alabama. Please send $5.00 with your requests, for 

handling and postage. Tapes may be purchased for $20.00 which includes postage, handling and insurance. 
1. Legends of Horseshoes (Boser vs. Hix) 
2. Jim Knisley vs. Carl Steinfeldt (game that created the tie for first 

place) 
3. Kevin Cone vs. Karl Steinfeldt 
4. Vicki Winston vs. Tari Powell 
5. Senior Championship play-off  (Glen Portt vs. Omar Blacketer) 

(Bestul vs. Hix) 
Other tapes and movies are also available and are listed in my book, "Horseshoes, Film Facts and Fun." If not 

listed, drop me a note. I might have what you want. 
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NHPA PUBLICITY NEWS RELEASE FOR JANUARY 
Doctors throughout the country are taking a closer look at horseshoe pitching in that it is a sport that men, 

women and boys and girls can play in their own backyards. 
A director of ambulatory care and chief of evaluation at a California Veteran's hospital says, "Playing 

horseshoes is a great form of exercise in that it enhances one's physical sense of well being and is a minimal risk 
and can be a great family sport." 

Another doctor now serving as a professor  of family medicine believes that in his judgement, horseshoe pitch-
ing is an excellent exercise because there is a lot of stooping, bending, walking, arm and leg and back motion re-
quiring coordination and concentration and is a good mental health relaxer. 

A doctor member of the American Board of Medicine and Cardiovascular Diseases states that the sport of 
horseshoes may be more beneficial when compared to a typical aerobic workout in that tendon and bone stretch 
are more noticeable by pitching horseshoes. 

A California doctor was asked by a heart surgery patient as to being able to pitch horseshoes to which he 
answered that it would be great for him as it involves walking, bending arm exercise which he would need. 

A well known chiropractor  says, "It is important not to exercise too strenuously, that is why I recommend 
pitching horseshoes for the young and old as it develops the body without being physically strenuous." 

Dr. Sol Berman from Elizabeth, NJ, has pitched horseshoes in competition winning many titles over the years. 
He recommends horseshoe pitching that while pitching by oneself for one hour, you will have pitched 400 shoes, 
walked about three miles and bent over 200 times to pick up the shoes. 

NHPA Publicity again thanks all who assisted in giving our sport publicity and hope that they will continue to 
do so in 1985. When a member submits an article to his local newspaper, he should add the following: For a free 
12-page flyer on Horseshoes, send a self-addressed, stamped, large envelope to NHPA, Box 810, Circleville, OH 
43113. 

20th GREENVILLE, OH SNOWBALL OPEN — FEB. 9-10-16-17 
The 20th consecutive Greenville Snowball Open Tournament will be pitched on the week-ends of February 9-10 

and 16-17 at the indoor court facilities of the Darke County Horseshoe Club, sponsors of the tournament. The 
courts will be open for pitchers wishing to qualify on Saturday and Sunday, February 2-3. 

Pitchers who do not desire to qualify may enter the Snowball by sending Ringer percentages and their entry 
fee of $6.00 to Fritz Worner, 150 Ridgeview Dr., Greenville, OH 45331. February 4 will be the deadline for receiving 
entries. 

The Snowball Open is a sanctioned "trophy" tournament. The Tournament Committee reserves the right to 
place pitchers in classes as deemed appropriate. "A" and "B" classes will pitch on Sunday, February 17. 

The indoor court facilities are in the Dark County Fairgrounds in Greenville, Ohio on Business Route U.S. 127 
and Ohio Rte. 49. Motel accommodations are nearby. There will be a lunch stand at the courts. 

NHPA SECRETARY-TREASURER REPORT FOR OCT.-NOV. 
October 1984 Receipts 
News Digest $1848.25 
NHPA Memberships 3741.25 
Mail In Handicap Event Fees 1439.48 
Stamp Sales 78.00 
Envelope Sales 10.00 
Total Receipts $7116.98 

October 1984 Expenditures 
News Digest $2424.28 
84 World 157.44 
Postage 726.55 
Supplies 20.71 
Officer  Allowance 1666.66 
Telephone 91.05 

November 1984 Receipts 
NHPA Digest $1009.00 
NHPA Memberships 3067.25 
NHPA Stamp Sales 89.93 
League Program 1307.00 
Miscellaneous Sales 14.27 
Super Now Interest 223.98 
November Total $5711.43 

November 1984 Expenditures 
Telephone $ 99.05 
League Program 5577.20 
Tournament Patches 2273.08 
Copier Supplies 177.73 
Postage 520.00 
Printing & Supplies 1511.60 
Secretary World Expenses 385.98 
Travel 29.00 
Bank Service Charge ._. .40 
November Total $11823.81 

NOTE: These figures don't reflect service charges, interest, returned checks, foreign money exchanges, or the 
books kept by NHPA people other than the Secretary-Treasurer. 

PLAN NOW FOR 1985 WORLD TOURNAMENT 
SPRINGFIELD, Missouri 


