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Advanced Design

TOURNAMENT -
PITCHING HORSESHOES

Both backyard pitchers and pros catch and hold the stake
better with DIAMOND's new advanced design ‘‘Tournament”
Shoe. It features a grip positioner, hardened tips, an increased
radius, a dead soft center, and a wider, deeper calk. Same drop-
forged solid steel construction as DIAMOND's popular Double
Ringer and Super Ringer Regulation Shoes. All American made.

Contact your nearest NHPA club or sporting goods store for
DIAMOND pitching horseshoes.

For the latest pitching horseshoe catalog write:

//=\\ DIAMOND TOOL and/forsshoe(,
@ Subsidiary L\ The Triangle Corporation
\\\ ',l!/ P. 0. BOX 6246. DULUTH. MINNESOTA 55806
\ ) g ®
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“DIAMOND Pitching Horseshoes are Recognized as Official in Tournaments
Sanctioned by the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association™
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT — GLEN A. PORTT

| am writing this on July 4, 1985, . .25 days before the World Tournament Convention. What
follows is what | said to the delegates on July 30th under ‘Memorandum of the President.’

“Ladies, gentlemen, friends. . .and (smile) enemies, | realize that what | say here as an outgo-
ing President will make little difference on how you vote upon the important business which will
be brought before this convention. Each of you have had sufficient time to go over each item and
each of you will have a chance to vote. But how about approximately 8000 members who are not
given a chance to vote or to be represented by their delegates?

When elected your President, | ran on a platform of being in favor of some type of PROXY
voting. | still am. It was only about 40 years ago that the South kept the blacks from voting by im-
posing a 'POLL' tax. Thus, most blacks couldn’t vote due to financial reasons. The Supreme Court
of the U.S. threw out all such requirements citing ‘discriminatory practices.’

| want to ask you a question. . . Aren’'t the NHPA members in the western states being treated
the same way? Due to the fact that the W.T. is held (for the most part) 1500-2000 miles or more
from the western states, those states are unable to have their quota of delegates present due to
financial reasons. This is simply a ‘POLL' tax in another form. It should be removed. At the pre-
sent time, the west has approximately 25-30% of the NHPA membership. These people can vote
for the President of the United States. . . but they can't vote for the President of the NHPA! Every
corporation of any size in the U.S. uses the PROXY vote. Isn't it about time the NHPA did?

The next item | wish to cover is a site and the physical facilities for our National Headquarters
and our Hall of Fame. Due to the Springfield plans, the Council suspended all action on this mat-
ter. We are now back to square one. It all comes down to the fact that you can have these
facilities if you really want them. | often think of the article by Jim Woodson written some time
ago for the Digest. Jim asked, “Why Ain't We Got No Angels?"" To answer in the same vernacular,
“We ain't!” Therefore, it boils down to doing it ourselves. A Hall of Fame and a National Head-
quarters are within reach financially. It is up to you. Someone has to grab the ball and run with it.

I've served two interesting years as President. That's long enough. This organization needs
new peopl...because new people bring new, fresh ideas. . .different ways of doing things. Cor-
porations around the world move their Executives often because they know that when an ex-
ecutive stays in one place too long, stagnation sets in. Everyone becomes complacent. . . happy
with the status quo. . .and the attitude becomes, “Why change things?"

There is a saying in the Air Force that it takes several different Base Commanders to make a
good base. Why? Because each one has a different area of interest. Each one has new ideas.

To each of you who wrote letters and also those who asked me personally to re-consider my
decision not to run for the Presidency. . .my sincere thanks. To be very honest, | thought about it.
Although there are many, many reasons why | would not change my mind, | will give you only one.
That one is because | gave you my word.

| announced in the March issue of the Digest that | would NOT be running. | could not now, at
this very moment, announce that | am running. To me, it is just that simple.

The NHPA is a good organization and | am proud to be a member. It will always have my best
wishes for its success. In closing, I'll keep it simple. . .Goodbye!
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COVER PICTURE. . . Shown this month is Sharon Paddock, a member and past President of the Rio-
Dell, California Horseshoe Club. She has been California State Women's Champion for the last two
years (1984-85). She won the Northern California Women's Championship five times, and finished se-
cond once in the last seven years. The remarkable thing about Sharon, is that she did not start to
pitch horseshoes until 1977. She is not boastful of her achievements, but ever grateful for the
heights that she has attained in a relatively short time. Shown presenting trophy to Sharon is Don
Pleisch.
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NHPA PUBLICITY REPORT
By BERNARD HERFURTH

All members are asked to put together a write-up concerning the 1985 World Tournament, in
their local newspaper.

July 24-August 3, Lafayette, Indiana, about an even 1000 entries, men, women, boys and girls.
Give the name and state of winners of the championship classes. All entries will play in round-
robin matches in classes according to their ringer percentages. The tournament features opening
and closing ceremonies. An annual convention. A Hall of Fame Induction and banquet and
several committee meetings. The tournament is sanctioned by the National Horseshoe Pitchers
Association that represents most organized horseshoe pitching.

Special notes of interest: during the 10 days of one on one competition, about 6500 games will
be played. About 800,000 shoes will be thrown. About 2,000,000 pounds of steel will be thrown,
equaling about 1000 tons.

Contestants are from almost every state and provinces of Canada.

Thousands of dollars in cash, trophies and scholarships are awarded.

The object of Annual World Tournaments is to promote the sport in its highest form in as many
sections of the country as possible. It is also held to give players from all states and provinces an
opportunity to compete in their respective classes, annually.

Members are asked to give this information to reporters. They will write it up in their own style
of reporting.

TED ALLEN HORSESHOES

An original professional
shoe. Still the very best pro-
fessional shoe — Designed
by a Champion — Used by
many Champions — Not all
users will become cham-

pions, but by throwing
ALLEN’s, you know that
you’ve performed your best.

The designed features were invented by TED ALLEN, a 10 time
world champion. He has made world records over and over with
them. The design was a leader. After years it came to be a trend as
a guideline in shoe equipment.

You can’t go wrong in using them.
1045 LINDEN AVENUE BOULDER, COLORADO 80302







