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Advanced Design 
TOURNAMENT PITCHING HORSESHOES Both backyard pitchers and pros catch and hold the stake better 
with DIAMOND'S new advanced design 'Tournament" Shoe. It fea-
tures a grip positioner, hardened tips, an increased radius, a dead 
soft center, and a wider, deeper calk. Same drop-forged  solid steel 
construction as DIAMOND'S popular Double Ringer and Super 
Ringer Regulation Shoes. All American made. 

Contact your nearest NHPA club or sporting goods store. For 
latest pitching horseshoe catalog write: DIAMOND TOOL and 
Horseshoe Co., P. O. Box 6246, Duluth, MN 55806. 

D I A M O N D T O O L 
Subsidiary O The Triangle Corporation 

P. O. BOX 6246. DULUTH, MINNESOTA 55806 

andf/orseshoeCo. 

"DIAMOND Pitching Horseshoes are Recognized as Official  in Tournaments 
Sanctioned by the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association" 
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT - Glen A. Portt 

During my first  meeting with members of the Executive Council, it was agreed by 
all present that the Constitution and By-Laws were badly in need of a complete 
overhaul. During the next few months, Lorraine Thomas, Constitution and By-Laws 
Chairwoman, will present to you many recommended changes. Some will be simple; 
others not so simple. They will all require a detailed study of our 'Blue Book' as 
revised 1983. Below, I will discuss those I consider most important for the member-
ship to pass. 

Under Sec. 10, page 5, the Council is granted power to transact such business in 
the interest of the sport and the NHPA as it deems advisable, providing such action 
is not contrary to the Constitution and By-Laws of the NHPA. I recommend 
adding. . . 'except, in specific  instances,  it may waive and By-Law or Rule in order to 
better promote the sport'. (Rules have been waived illegally in the past. This simply 
makes it legal. With TV exposure and bigger tournaments on the horizon, the Council 
needs flexibility.) 

For 70 years, the foul line and the problem of fouling has been with us. There are 
many old timers who will remember that before pitching platforms came into being, 
a player had to stand in front of the stake with his heel touching it, and then was 
allowed one step forward.  As the game developed and players started pitching from 
the side of the stake, a 3' foul line emerged, and with it, controversy. 

I am recommending this change: Foul lines will be clearly defined by a line  drawn 
even with  each stake.  Any shoe pitched while the pitcher's foot from  which  he/she 
steps  extends over or on the foul line shall be declared foul and removed from the 
counting area. All foul shoes shall be called by a referee.  He/she may stand with one 
or both feet behind the foul line. In delivering a shoe, the pitcher's foot from  which 
he/she  steps  must remain behind the foul line until the shoe has left his/her hand. 

If the membership will adopt this rule, our problem on 'fouling' should be 
eliminated. During the 1984 World Tournament, judges, besides making decisions on 
ringers and points, will be instructed to watch for and to call every foul they see. Yes, 
there will undoubtedly be some calls with which players won't agree.. .but aren't 
there a few bad calls in every sport? 
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COUNCIL AGREEMENTS 
by Glen Portt 

Your Council, voting by mail or telephone, has agreed on many items brought 
before them by your President. Many of these items are the results of suggestions, 
recommendations or complaints sent in by you. I will list a few each month. 

1. Canadian pitchers are authorized to pitch sanctioned Canadian shoes in NHPA 
tournaments as long as shoes meet the NHPA specifications. Canadian pitchers 
with a Canadian NHPA card will be authorized to pitch in all NHPA tournaments. 
They will not have to buy an American NHPA card. (A reciprocal agreement.) 
2. Deadline for entering the W.T. will be enforced. Those entries received late will be 
held as 'fill-ins.' 

3. Sanctioned events only will be published in the Digest. (Make sure YOUR event 
is sanctioned.) 

4. Use of cement for drying courts is strictly prohibited. 
5. The Stokes Award will be a plaque. 
6. Clubs should withhold the 10<p and 25<p they normally get in rebates at end of 

year. 
7. That a player NOT be allowed to play in both the Seniors and Open Division in 

the W.T. 
8. That any person who has been a member of the NHPA for 50 years shall receive 

a Gold card honoring him/her with no dues to be paid from that point. 
9. That Rule 14, Sec. A should include 'State Tournaments' under the 40 point rule. 

This will be proposed at W.T. convention. 
10. That the top 20 men and women in the 'Open' Classes be listed in the Digest at 

least twice a year. The top 10 would be listed for all other divisions. 

NHPA PUBLICITY NEWS RELEASE 
by Bernard Herfurth 

Dear Editor or Sports Editor: 

ORGANIZED HORSESHOE PITCHING 

The sport of organized Horseshoe Pitching has gained large numbers of new 
members in the past few years. The thousands of members of the N.H.P.A. (National 
Horseshoe Pitchers Association) represent the organized sport of Horseshoe Pitch-
ing in the United States and Canada. It is a Federation of fifty-five  states, each with a 
self-governing association. 

The purpose of the National Association is to strive to promote and organize this 
great family sport, to standardize the rules, equipment and playing procedures. The 
organization sanctions the Annual World Tournament, State Championships as well 
as Regional open events and a National Sanctioned Handicap League. 

This sport boasts of being one of the few sports that have a National Champion 
for men, women, boys and girls and can be played in their own backyard. 

In these days of weight-watching and exercise, it offers  walking, bending and 
reaching. Doctors have repeatedly stressed the beneficial health aspects of this 
sport. 

It is estimated that millions of enthusiasts enjoy this sport in Tournaments, 
Leagues, Recreation Parks, Camper Sites and in backyards. 

The origin dates back to the days of Roman Empire. Soldiers pitched horseshoes 
discarded from horses used to drive their chariots. Soldiers of the American Revolu-
tion pitched horseshoes on Boston Common for recreation. 

A free 12 page horseshoe flyer is offered.  Send a stamped self-addressed envelope 
to National Horseshoes Pitchers Association, 9439 Camp Creek Road, Lucasville, 
Ohio 45648. 
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NEWS RELEASE - Continued 

Dear Editor or Sports Editor: 

Our National Association would be grateful  for the publication of the above News 
Release. It would be a great help towards helping us get information to those in-
terested in organized horseshoe pitching. Please include the address for receiving 
free information. Thank you. Bernard Herfurth,  Publicity Director. 

Suggestions for publishing our NHPA address to receive inquiries regarding our 
organized sport. 

1. Get the above news release published in your local newspaper. 
2. Question and answer column in newspapers and magazines. 

Question: Where to receive information on organized horseshoe pitching? 
Answer: Publish NHPA address. 

3. Talk shows (radio) Question and answers. (Give NHPA address) 
4. Car stickers for rear windows. 
5. Publish request to print NHPA address in state newsletters. 
6. All future news releases to the newspapers by the membership. Please include 

NHPA address. 
NOTE: One insertion in the Boston Globe resulted in over 100 inquiries for the 

NHPA address. Please cooperate. 
SOON: NHPA Publicity plans for approval and issuing a commemorative NHPA 

stamp of our ownsimilar to Christmas Seals, Easter Seals, Olympic stamps, etc. 

PAINESVILLE, OH. CLUB IN HORSESHOE PROMOTIONAL 
EXHIBITION AT CLEVELAND, OH. RECREATIONAL SHOW 

Jeannie Spaller of the Painesville, Ohio Horseshoe Club did an outstanding job 
promoting our great sport when she arranged for a horseshoe pitching program in 
conjunction with the 8th Annual Great Lakes Recreational Vehicle Show held in 
Cleveland, Ohio January 11 through January 14. 

Assisting her in this 5-day event were other members of the Painesville Club, Betty 
Dunlap, Oscar Manns, Phil Spiesman, Earl Vansant, Chuck Dunlap, Shirley 
Spiesman and John BeLarry. 

They featured 12 one-hour shows during the five days. Each consisted of pitching 
on portable courts in a Campground setting. Demonstrations of two games with Bet-
ty Dunlap and Jeannie Spaller pitching a 30 point cancellation game and followed by 
Oscar Manns and Phil Spiesman also playing a 30 point cancellation match. 

During the games, Earl Vansant was the narrator on the P.A. system. He told about 
the method of scoring, historical facts, the NHPA pitching styles and tournament 
and league events and that brochures about the NHPA were available free of charge. 

At the close of each program audience participation was invited. Also names of in-
terested people for leagues in their area were taken, and people were told where 
their nearest courts were located. It was a REAL PROMOTION. 

WANTED — ONE ISSUE OF JUNE-JULY, 1942 HORSESHOE  WORLD 

I am willing to pay $2.50 for a copy of THE  HORSESHOE  WORLD  issue of JUNE-
JULY, 1942. IT MUST BE COMPLETE WITH NO PAGES MISSING. 

MARTIN FOURCADE, 851 CAPISTRANO DRIVE, SALINAS, CALIFORNIA 93901 


