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for  the  best... 
DIAMOND 

TOURNAMENT 
P I T C H I N G S H O E S 

PITCHES EASILY, 
HOLDS MORE RINGERS 

Send for new 
percentage chart 
Attractive, 2-color, 17%" 
x 22" Official  Percentage 
Chart, plastic coated both 
sides, will be sent to you 
in mailing tube for$1 ppd. 

Hardened points . . . dead soft in 
center. Look for the bronze color that 
marks Diamond's finest pitching 
shoes. 
$9.40 per pair from your dealer or 
postpaid from Diamond. 
Send for catalog of complete pitching 
shoe line. 

% 

D I A M O N D T O O L 

andffor&ehoeCo. 
B R 
I P ® 

Established 1908 

P. O. Box 6246, Duluth, Minn 55806 

"DIAMOND PITCHING HORSESHOES ARE RECOGNIZED AS OFFICIAL IN TOURNAMENTS 
SANCTIONED BY THE NATIONAL HORSESHOE PITCHERS ASSOCIATION" 
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NHPA'S PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

The league and club sanctioned program has been approved and details mailed to your State 
Secretaries and Regional Directors. 

Minutes of  the 1977 Convention have been mailed to all State Secretaries and Regional 
Directors. Minutes involve 200 pages because we had a professional  court recorder take our 
minutes word for  word. Thanks to Jennifer  Reno. 

Reminder to those states who have not sent their State Flags for  display at the World 
Tournament please do so now. Let's have all State Charters and Canada represented. Send to 
Pete Shephard, 317 E. Mountain St., Worcester, Mass. 01606 or bring to Des Moines. 

Called New York CBS television and found  out Horseshoe will not be on the first  4 or 5 
Sundays starting with January 8. That's as far  as they have the schedule made up. 

Received and sent a letter to Trans World International Inc. Those letters published in this 
issue. 

Mike O'Hara's letter of  his contractual withdrawal printed elsewhere in this issue. I have 
written the other company he suggested for  his replacement. Will keep you informed  of  the 
development. 

Have been in touch with Danny Sease of  Des Moines. Everything going well. Happy to 
inform  you Donnie Roberts is flying  into Des Moines January 7 and 8th. He, Danny and others 
will be discussing the 1978 schedule along with many other items. Earl Winston has also made a 
visit to Des Moines. So your Executive Council is trying to stay on top of  the 1978 W.T. and 
see that everything is and will be in order. 

Donnie and his lovely wife  Helen will also be in Mesa for  the Valley of  the Sun Tournament 
along with Carl Steinfeldt  and his lovely wife  Bea. 

Speaking of  Des Moines at the Southern California  annual Dinner-Dance Party we had in 
our presents Fernando and Hope Isais. Fernando informed  me they are planning to be in Des 
Moines to visit and watch the event. 

Sorry to hear Paul Puglise of  New Jersey passed away. Paul was on the NHPA Hall of  Fame 
Committee. He was a dedicated Horseshoe supporter and an asset to our sport. His work for 
the NHPA under my administration was outstanding and deeply appreciated as I told him 
several times, my prayers, thoughts go out to his family  along with many thanks to them for 
allowing him to be an outstanding worker for  Horseshoes. Paul will be deeply missed both on a 
local and national level. 

Sincerely, 
Wally Shipley 

1978 WORLD TOURNAMENT 
Des Moines, la. —July 28 —Aug. 6 
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Paul Fava 
Trans World International Inc. 
1800 Century Park East 
Suite 520 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Dear Paul: 
On behalf  of  the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association thanks for  selecting our sport to 
appear on "CHALLENGE OF THE SEXES" in 1978. 
Your personal efforts  in contacting us, our players, meetings with Arnie Mortenson (my 
NHPA Regional Director for  California  and Nevada) were deeply appreciated. 
In closing please extend my thanks to Kim Dawson. His cooperation, interest, ability and 
patience were outstanding. He certainly must be a great asset to your organization. 
Let's hope you and CBS will see fit  to invite us back for  1979. If  I can be of  help please let me 
know. 
Sincerely, 
Wally Shipley 

Mr. Arnie Mortenson 
1135 East Wilson 
Glendale, CA 91206 
Dear Arnie, 
Thank you for  the invaluable assistance you provided to us in staging the Horseshoe Pitching 
segment of  THE CHALLENGE OF THE SEXES. 
Please extend our appreciation to Wally Shipley, and to the many others who contributed to 
the program. 
We hope both you and Wally will be available to assist us again if  other shows are scheduled 
which include Horseshoe Pitching. 
Sincerely, 
Paul Fava 

COVER PICTURE... At a tournament in Huntsville, Alabama, Donnie Roberts met 
with the Mayor of  Huntsville concerning the host city for  the World Horseshoe 
Tournament. Huntsville plants to bid in 1980. In the above photo from  left  to right 
are: Gary Roberts of  Ohio, Francis Asher-Ohio Secretary-Treasurer, Donnie 
Roberts-NHPA Secretary-Treasurer, Joe W. Davis-Huntsville Mayor, Glen E. 
Wallace-Huntsville Parks and Recreation Director, Ose Veesey-Vice-President of  the 
Alabama Association, Ottie Reno-Alabama State Champion, and Allen Smith-
Federal Marshall of  Ohio. 

The picture was taken in the City Building in Huntsville, Alabama in the Mayor's 
Office.  Donnie Roberts is shown presenting an honorary NHPA membership to 
Mayor Davis and Director Wallace. 
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Mr. Wally Shipley, President 
National Horseshoe Pitchers Association 
500 S. La Veta Park Circle 
Orange, California  92668 
Dear Wally: 
I'm writing to recommend that you take an alternate course of  action for  your marketing of 
properties in television concerning the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association. I have 
enjoyed meeting your leadership and traveling to your championships, but feel  that the 
company that I located for  you, International Management Group, and Civitan is the strongest 
way for  you to proceed in the future. 
Therefore,  OME hereby releases you from  contractual relationship and would urge you to 
consider communicating as soon as conveniently possible with Dick Moore of  IMG and discuss 
the possibilities of  an affiliation.  Incidentally, I talked to Dick concerning this subject. He 
concurred that IMG is in a better position to serve your long-term, grass roots-level needs, just 
as they do with the arm wrestling association and the multitude of  other relationships they 
represent. 
Thanks again for  requesting my assistance. 
Cordially, 
Michael F. O'Hara 
President 

TOWELL-SAVAGE DUOWINS LITCHFIELD, ILL. DOUBLES 
In a doubles tournament held at Litchfield,  Illinois during October, Dave Towell paired with 

Wendell Savage, combined forces  and won the Open Doubles title with 7 straight victories. 
Due to limited court facilities  the meet could only accommodate 8 teams. 

Final standings were: Dave Towell-Wendell, 7-0; Jim Wolfe-Norm  Seifert,  6-1; Romie 
Wilkie-Gilbert Beckmeyer, 5-2; Dave White-Ivy White, 3-4; Roy Towell-Gary Blankenship, 
2-5; Don Frerich-Brad Frerich, 2-5; Ken Towell-Brian Blankenship, 2-5; Bob Schwab-Bob 
Garrison, 1-6. 

HOOSIER HILLS OPEN — SCOTTSBURG, IND. WON BY WOOD 
J. Wood won the Hoosier Hills Open after  a playoff  with A. Burch. Wood also had the high 

game for  the tournament with a 94.1%. 

CLASS A — Jerry Wood, PIHC, 4-1-70.4; Arthur Burch, Scottsburg, 4-1-59.7; Jim Noble, Louisville, Ky., 
3-2-58.8; Al Baldwin, Crane, 2-3-59.7; Jim Noble, Louisville, Ky., 3-2-58.8; Al Baldwin, Crane, 2-3-53.5; 
Wayne Waggoner, Seymour, 2-3-50.0; Herb McCoskey, Pekin, 0-5-36.3. 

CLASS B — Omar Blacketer, Louisville, Ky., 7-0-61.1; Charles Bennett, Jeffersonville,  5-2-55.4; Fred 
Gordon, Valley Station, Ky., 5-2-47.8; Randall Martin, Osgood, 4-3-47.2; David Book, Floyds Knobs, 
4-3-39.3; Lloyd Gosnell, Seymour, 2-5-38.5; Wm. Gordon, Valley Station, Ky., 1-6-35.8; GLEN Zollman, 
Scottsburg, 0-7-20.4. 

CLASS C — Jeff  Bowyer, Frankfort,  5-0-42.3; Robert Reid, Scottsburg, 4-1-34.9; Gilbert Campbell, 
Kokomo, 3-2-42.3; Everett Bowyer, Peru, 2-3-29.2; Eddy Smith, Speedway, 1-4-11.1; Fred Armentrout, 
Speedway, 0-5-15.0. 

WOMEN CLASS A — Viola Reid, Scottsburg, 2-0-18.8; Patti Burch, Scottsburg, 0-2-10.3. 
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AUTHORS CORNER 
Something Nice To Know 

§i 

by Jim Woodson of Texas 

Some things do happen fast. The one and only 1977 NHPA professional tour started on 29 
July in Greenville, Ohio, and suddenly, nine days later it was over without even leaving town. 
Some tour! Not that it wasn't fun while it lasted. The one stop trip, better known as the world 
tournament, gave the NHPA veteran pitchers their usual yearly treat. In spades!! It truly was 
an exceptionally fine event. Made possible, of course, by the fine city of Greenville with its 
excellent park facilities and its beautiful and very functional park campsite; and by the Darke 
County Horseshoe Club, whose members worked long and hard to insure a successful 
tournament. Both Greenville and the Darke County Horseshoe Club lived up to their 
reputation, which was no small feat. What they did not do, is do Des Moines, Iowa, the host 
for the up-coming 1978 world tournament, a favor,  as the show put on in Greenville will be a 
tough act to follow. 

But sti l l, a one stop tour is stil l only a one stop tour. When only nine days out of the year 
are used by the NHPA to run good money tournaments, it sure leaves a lot of open dates on 
the calendar. Which is that there will be again in 1978. Once more, the only real money event 
for 78 will be the world tournament. And frankly,  it takes some stretching of the imagination 
to even call the world meet a money event. Clearly, the NHPA does not offer  much in the way 
of money prizes to our top class pitchers; but as the officials  have been saying for the last 
fifty  years, "It takes time to get things rolling." Now, everybody fall down laughing. 

Except the world class pitchers, who may be excused if they fall down crying. The financial 
rewards for being a top talent in tournament pitching is so minimal, it is almost sinful. Not 
that our professional level pitchers deserve any sympathy. The lack of involvement of the 
70% and over pitchers, as a lobby group within the NHPA, is probably the main reason that 
the NHPA has not made more than a token effort  over the years to offer  good money 
tournaments and encourage development of attractive pitching facilities. The top echelon of 
tournament pitchers may consider it dignified and unselfish to stand to the side and not get 
involved with the politics of the NHPA. Which it is. But it is more than that. What it really is, 
is dumb. Not dumb, as in dumb dumb; but rather, dumb as in unsmart. 

It is agreed that our world class group exert a heavy impact on the direction of the NHPA — 
if not by action, then by non-action — then it can also be agreed that the best place to lose 
sympathy for the plight of the world class pitchers is at the world tournament. The coming 
together of the NHPA clan offers  our top pitchers from across the States and Canada, a once 
a year opportunity to meet together and draw up, or reaffirm,  a position of mutual interest. If 
this was done, then at the national convention the world class pitchers could send to the 
podium one of their more illustrious members to advise the assembled delegates of the views 
of the professional level pitchers. Nothing dramatic, nothing complicated, nothing obscene. 
Just a simple reading from a 'want' list, those things that the pros consider important to their 
role in competitive horseshoes. But this is not done. As a group, the world class pitchers 
make no statement and exert no pressure. It's all rather strange. 

It is also rather sad. Failure of the world class pitchers to add their combined weight to 
influence the direction of the NHPA is the curse that comes from breeding and training. It 
may be alright for the casual, lukewarm pitchers to set down demands, and to raise 'holy 
hallelujah'about being under-recognized and overcharged, but our top pitchers cannot bring 
themselves to press for improvements that would improve the game because it would smack 
of being self serving. It would be interesting to hear what Billy Jean King of tennis would say 
to that. Probably, "#*&#*%." 

To make rpatters worse, the non-involvement of our very best does not go unnoticed by the 
NHPA young potentials; those younger members of the world class, and the up-coming 


