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NHPA PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

MUCH IS HAPPENING PLEASE READ CAREFULLY! 
I and the NHPA need help from  you and all the other members and Horseshoe supporters in 

your area. 
For many years we have presented and discussed various ways of  making our World 

Tournament an event that would provide publicity, promotions and prize money worthy of  a 
World Tournament. In the past even the World Champion has done well to break even. 

I am happy to announce the National Raffle  I mentioned in the March issue is now in progress. 
So, with the help of  all the NHPA members I believe we can make the World Tournament 
comparative with other sports than it is now concerning publicity, promotion and prize money. 

Remember each book of  10 tickets at $1.00 each, that the respective States sell, that State 
Charter receives $1.00 per book. In addition if  you get any Girl or Boy Scout group to sell they 
receive a 50-50 split per book sold. If  this happens let's get publicity for  Horseshoes if  possible. 

First prize $1000.00, 2nd $500.00, third $250. We hope to have donated many other prizes by 
drawing time. Drawing will be held during the World Tournament at Greenville. Your State 
Secretaries have tickets, if  he or she hasn't contacted you and you want to buy or sell see that 
person. Thanking all of  you in advance for  your help. This raffle  was the idea of  Glen Portt of 
2803 Newcomb Rd., Albany, Georgia 31705. Phone 912-432-0067. He accepted to be Chairman. 

I want to also mention not to forget  the other W. T. Bonus Fund Program. It can only be as 
successful  as we support it. I personally supported it by sending a check for  $25.00 to the Fund 
Treasurer, Harold Cook of  19026 87th Ave. North, Seminole, Florida. HOW ABOUT YOU? 

Wichita, Kansas has submitted a bid for  the 1979 World Tournament. They have 16 new 
courts and 8 more to be installed by January 1979. Their sponsors, backers and supporters are: 
The Kidney Foundation, Sedgwick County Sheriffs  Department, Wichita Police Department, 
Wichita Chamber of  Commerce, Kiwanis Club and Wichita Police Department, Wichita 
Chamber of  Commerce, Kiwanis Club and Wichita Air Capital Horseshoe Association. I am 
withholding their bid amount which is only fair.  In fact  I will not even tell the Council. Kansas 
will formally  submit their bid with the amount at the 1977 Convention. I can say you will like the 
dollar figure.  Last W. T. held in Kansas was 1915. 

As promised the W. T. trophy prizes and agenda are published in this issue. I think this is the 
first  time a trophy list has been published. We don't intend to deviate from  this list. Wish 
everyone could receive a trophy, but its economically impossible. We have extended the 1977 
trophies much further  than its been in the past. We learned from  1976. Shows your Council has 
an open mind. 

Speaking about agenda I hope all States will discuss with their delegates how they would like 
them to vote. This is important and will help speed up the Convention. I personally feel  all items 
are very important subjects especially under New Business, which could determine the future  of 
our sport. 

Remember all pitchers per our By-Laws must have name, state or country on the back of  all 
pitching shirts at the World Tournament. 
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PRESIDENT — (Continued) 
1978 NHPA membership cards will be available at the 1977 World Tournament. I have again invited the President of  the United States, Jimmy Carter to attend the 1977 World Tournament at Greenville and also the Wide World of  Sports. 
Just a few  words concerning the 1977 schedule. Please keep in mind it's impossible to satisfy 500 or more W. T. pitchers. But, the NHPA Council has to try to the best of  its ability to please as many classes and divisions as possible. I feel  we have done that this year. We took into account the women's and junior's complaints given to us in 1976. So, the top classes of  the juniors, women, seniors and intermediates are set up to provide a chance to watch them at different times. The seniors are played in the evening or at fairgrounds  where it's shady. 
I realize the Men's Class A is one of  our big drawing cards. But, the other classes are just as important to them, especially those pitchers and their families.  The Council's job of  scheduling the W. T. will become more difficult  in the future.  For we are on the brink of  having to enlarge the Championship groups in the women's and juniors because the caliber of  pitching is improving rapidly. We would appreciate your cooperation in allowing us to try the schedule. Then if  it doesn't work we will try and correct the faults  in 1978. 

Sincerely, 
Wally Shipley 

COVER  PICTURE...  Pictured  this  month are the courts in the City  Park  in Greenville, Ohio which will  be the scene of  the 1977  World  Tournament.  They  are equipped  with lights for  night  pitching,  walkways,  court covers, link  fence  and in the background  is a pavilion which will  be used for  keeping tab of  all  the tournament  details.  Several  World Tournaments  have already  been held  on courts. 

COMMENTARY ON THE ANNUAL VALLEY OF THE SUN 
TOURNAMENT AT MESA, ARIZONA 

By Paul Aurand, 3646 Herman, San Diego, Calif. 
This year there was an unprecedented number of  entries in this popular and important early 

season outdoor horseshoe tournament held in the Southwest. The winners and various highlights 
of  this event have already been reported, so that the writer's observations will be confined  to 
what he considers to be certain faults  in the procedure of  admitting players and in the condition 
of  one of  the substitute court facilities,  the use of  which presumably was made necessary because 
of  a limitation presented as to the number of  players able to use the main 12-court facility. 

The writer feels  that the tournament director and his assistants are deserving of  considerable 
commendation in making certain late adjustments to handle the fine  turn-out. He raises two 
questions, however: 

1) Why were some horseshoe pitchers with low averages, as opposed to those with averages a 
little higher, not allowed to play in the tournament even though their entry fees  were sent 
well in advance of  the tournament date? 

2) Why was a sub-standard horseshoe court facility  located nearly 30 miles from  Mesa and 
lacking in nearby refreshment  and restroom accommodations, assigned to some of  the 
lower average players when, during this time, a well-kept and standard horseshoe court 
facility  located relatively near the main one was being used for  the tournament, with 4 of these courts remaining idle? 

In making these few  comments on this fine  tournament, the writer emphasizes the 
non-professional  aspect of  this event and the extreme caution that should be used to avoid 
showing preferential  treatment for  the higher average players. He welcomes any comments or 
observations which hopefully  would not be confined  to this particular event, but in the broader 
sense would contribute in some measure to the worthy cause of  the grand old game of  horseshoe 
pitching. 
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RADEMACHER THREE-TIME WINNER OF CAROLINA DOGWOOD 

FESTIVAL OPEN TITLE: RUTH HANGEN BEST IN LADIES: 
SHEILA ROBERTS, GIRLS: ROSS PERRY, BOYS 

John Rademacher of  Plant City, Florida won his third Carolina Dogwood Festival Men's 
Class A Tournament title and a five-foot  trophy plus $100.00 at the Lakewood Park courts in 
Statesville, North Carolina on April 1-2-3. Rademacher, who won the Dogwood Festival Men's 
Class A title in 1971 and 1973, beat out Larry Griffin  of  Newport, Indiana, who came in second. 
Griffin  won $50.00 and a trophy. Other Class top award winners were 3rd O.D. Lebow from 
Knoxville, Tennessee won $35.00 and trophy; 4th Harold Darnold from  Burlington, Iowa won 
$25.00 and trophy; 5th Tony Norwood of  Knoxville, Tennessee won $10.00 and a trophy; and 
6th Jack Fahey of  Bradenton, Florida, won $5.00. Ruth Hangen of  Getzville, New York, the 
1976 World's Women's Champion, won the Dogwood Festival Women's Class A title with a 
record of  5-0 and 76.4% ringer average. She won $25.00 and a trophy. Helen Roberts of 
Lucasville, Ohio was second with a 3-2 record, won $15.00 plus a trohy, 3rd Katherine Harrison, 
Hamilton, Ohio, won $10.00 plus a trophy; 4th Janet Reno, Lucasville, Ohio won a trophy; and 
5th Betty Marsh, Pinnacle, North Carolina won a trophy. The turn out of  both participants and 
spectators was the largest in the nine year history of  the Dogwood Event sponsored by the 
Statesville Recreation Department in cooperation with the Dogwood Board of  Directors 
Committee of  which Jack Springer (City Recreation Director) serves as chairman of  the 
Festival's Recreation Committee. Others assisting Springer with the Tournament operation were 
J.T. Goforth,  Villa Sloan and Debbie Sherrill, the latter two are Recreation Dept. secretaries and 
Gurney York (N.C. State Champion). Thirteen states were represented in the tournament: 
Tennessee, Ohio, Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, Illinois, New York, Florida, 
Kentucky, South Carolina, Michigan, Iowa and Indiana. Iowa with thirty-seven (37) 
participants won the travel trophy and Harold Darnold won the individual travel trophy (900 
miles). 

CLASS A — John Rademacher, Florida, 13-2-72.8; Larry  Griffin,  Ind., 12-3-74.6; O. D. Lebow, Tenn., 
12-3-72.9; Harold Darnold, Iowa, 10-5-68.7; Tony Norwood, Tenn., 10-5-66.1; Jack Fahey, Florida, 9-6-71.6; 
Carl Young, Ohio, 9-6-68.7; A. J. Nave, S.C., 9-6-67.7; Levi Miller, Ohio, 9-6-67.3; Wilbur Kabel, Ohio, 
7-8-66.8; Gurney York, N.C., 6-9-65.1; Gary Roberts, Ohio, 5-10-64.6; Max Rosenberry,  Ohio, 5-10-56.7; Bill 
Keegan, Florida, 2-13-62.9; Roger Norwood, Tenn., 2-13-62.3; Elmer Harrison,  Ohio, 0-15-50.2. 

CLASS B — Harold Anthony, Ohio, 6-1-65.0; Willie Stephens, S.C., 6-1-63.5; Arnold Lester, III., 5-2-59.9; 
Jim McCombs, Ohio, 4-3-59.8; Earl Waggoner, Ohio, 4-3-54.7; Grady Whaley, Tenn., 2-5-49.7; Robert 
Toney, Virginia, 1-6-51.5; Kenny Kugler, Ohio, 0-7-Forfeit. 

CLASS C — Stan Manker, Ohio, 7-0-70.7; Alvin Perry,  Virginia, 6-1-68.2; Ed Slaven, West Virginia, 
4-3-55.0; Dike Thatcher, Florida, 3-4-50.7; James Collins, S.C., 3-4-50.2; Dexter Stallings, Tenn., 2-5-50.2; 
Buck Neville, III., 2-5-50.0; J. P. Reeves, S.C., 1-6-57.2. 

CLASS D — Gary Kline, Ohio, 6-1-57.6; John Brown, Ohio, 5-2-54.2; Donald Douglas, N.C., 4-3-59.3; Jose 
Pearman, ind., 4-3-57.8; Ottie Reno, Ohio, 3-4-48.4; Francis Absher, Ohio, 3-4-43.5; Norwood Ramey, Ohio, 
2-5-45.4; Hubert Jackson, Tenn., 1-6-39.7. 

CLASS E — Clyde Bell, Kentucky, 5-2-53.0; George Lewis, Tenn., 5-2-52.6; Lee Jacobs, Michigan, 
5-2-50.2; Johnny Solesbee, S.C., 5-2-47.1; Pete Seagraves, N.C., 4-3-51.4; David Solesbee, S.C., 3-4-47.2; 
Danny Penn, Ohio, 1-6-41.4; Herman Torrence,  Virginia, 0-7-30.9. 

CLASS F — Floyd Hix, Virginia, 6-1-51.5; Clifford  Hannah, Ohio, 5-2-44.£ Richard Wiseman, West 
Virginia, 5-2-42.5; Roy Cockran, Ohio, 5-2-38.9; Flake Dyson, N.C., 4-3-44.0; Bob Snider, Kentucky, 
2-5-31.7; Bob St. George, III., 1-6-31.1; Jim Dunkerly, Ohio, 0-7-32.9. 

CLASSG — Cecil Phelps, Virginia, 6-1-45.9; Buck Mann, West Virginia, 5-2-47.9; Dean Routon, Virginia, 
5-2-46.3; Marshall Flowers, Virginia, 4-3-46.1; Dan Issac, N.C., North Carolina, 3-4-43.6; Bubba Hill, 
Virginia, 3-4-37.2; Tim Penn, Ohio, 2-5-40.2; Wally Mayes, Ohio, 0-7-24.8. 

CLASS H - Arnold Griffith,  West Virginia, 7-0-41.9; Ed Clobus, Virginia, 5-2-36.3; Fred Blankenship, 
Virginia, 5-2-28.6; Red Britten, Virginia, 4-3-39.1; Jesse Grim,' Virginia, 3-4-28.6; Okey Martin, Ohio, 
3-4-25.4; John Roberts, Ohio, 1-6-27.4; Boyd Fletcher, N.C., 0-7-25.4. 

CLASS I — Herman Oney, Virginia, 5-0-34.4; Steve Cornette, N.C., North Carolina, 3-2-44.1; Buddy 
Glenn, N.C., 3-2-29.9; George Ezzard, N.C., 3-2-27.2; Robert Mathews, N.C., 1-4-15.9; Aaron Kirk, Ohio, 
0-5-9.19. 


