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for  the  best... 
E I A M O N K 

TOURNAMENT 
P I T C H I N G S H O E S 

HARDENED, SHARPER POINTS 
- AVOID BOUNCING OFF STAKE 

PITCHES EASILY, 

HOLDS MORE RINGERS 

Send for  new 
percentage chart 
Attractive, 2-color, WV2" 
x 22" Official Percentage 
Chart, plastic coated both 
sides, will be sent to you 
in mailing tube for $1 ppd. 

Hardened points . . . dead soft in cen-
ter. Look for  the bronze color that 
marks Diamond's finest pitching shoes. 
$8.60 per pair from your dealer or 
ppd. from Diamond. 
Send for  catalog of complete pitching 
shoe line. 

D I A M O N D T O O L 

a 

andfJorsesboeCo. r M l 
Established 1908 

P. 0 . Box 6246, Duluth, Minn 55806 

"DIAMOND PITCHING HORSESHOES ARE RECOGNIZED AS OFFICIAL IN TOURNA-
MENTS SANCTIONED BY THE NATIONAL HORSESHOE PITCHERS ASSOCIATION" 
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N H P A President's Message 
To the Delegates — many THANKS for your unanimous vote of confidence in re-

electing me as your President for another two years. I was very flattered. As I stated 
I accept and promise again to do the job to the best of my ability. 

A special Thanks goes to the City of Lafayette, Parks and Recreation Jhe Lafayette 
Horseshoe Club, State of Indiana Association and all the outstanding help received 
from the members and wives during the 1975 World Tournament. It all made for a great 
success, despite the rains. 

For the benefit of all those who were not at the convention I am publishing my 
memorandum, which was read to the delegates. 
DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION THE FOLLOWING HAS BEEN IMPROVED, ADDED, 
SUGGESTED AND OR ACCOMPLISHED. 

1. New NHPA stationery. 
2. Redistributed cash prizes. 
3. Shorter World Tournament. 
4. Shorten games. 
5. Convention agenda published in Digest. 
6. Time limit to pitch 2 shoes. 
7. World Tournament Dress — name on 

shirts. 
8. New Hall of  Fame Plaque. 
9. Women and Juniors Champ Divisions 

pitch better time for  publicity. 
10. Life  membership program. 
11. Progress means change committee. 
12. Possible Hawaiian Tournament. 
13. Top 100 pitchers listed in Digest. 
14. Proposed publicity program. 
15. Important Constitution and By Law 

changes. 
16. W. T. expenses. 
17. Complete open policy on everything. 
18. Presidents monthly message. 
19. Increased Achievement Awards given at 

W. T. from  3 to 6. 
20. Award to number one Charter in Mem-

bership. 
21. $100.00 to W. T. host favorite  charity. 
22. Proposed " V I P " program. 
23. Increased Secretary-Treasury and Digest 

Editor expense allowance. 
24. Vice Presidents $100.00 for  attending 

W. T. 
ITEMS IN QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTED 

1. World Tournament Prize Fund: 
A. Article in April Digest by Russ Ga-

doury — $2000.00 to Prize Fund from 
dues (NO) it comes from  the quali-
fying  fees.  There is no rule that al-
lows this regardless where it comes 
from.  It should be in writing that we 
approve or disapprove that the NHPA 
supplements the W. T. Prize Fund. 

2. New increased rates on qualifying  and 
entry fees  was voted on to go to respec-
tive classes in Keene. 

3. Improve communications between states 
and NHPA paper work necessary. 

4. Secretary and Directors need to request 
NHPA patches earlier. 

25. President $100.00 year salary. 
26. Added Regional Director Chairman to 

Executive Council. 
27. Gave more authority to W. T. Judges. 
28. World Tournament Patches. 
29. Added Pledge Allegiance and Prayer to 

Presidents Convention Agenda. 
30. Increased W. T. qualifying  and entry fee. 
31. Increased dues and Digest subscription. 
32. No limit on delegates per charter. 
33. News Digest more interesting articles. 
34. NHPA books audited by accountant. 
35. N H P A F i n a n c i a l R e p o r t p u b l i s h e d 

quarterly. 
3 6. Quarterly game related items submitted 

for  better control. 
37. Improved Hall of  Fame Committee: 

A. Enlarge committee to 14. 
B. Included one female. 
C. Include one younger member. 
D. Set up guide lines and rules. 
E. Scrap book. 
F. Started inducting "One Old Timer" 

this year. 
G. Committee meeting 1st time at 1974 

W. T. in Keene. 
3 8. New Regional Director Organization: 

A. Enlarged to 20 Directors. 
B. Set up guide lines and duties. 
C. Committee meeting 1st time at 1974 

W. T. in Keene. 
WAYS TO IMPROVE NHPA: 

5. States cooperate with publicity plans by 
Bernard Herfurth. 

6. States need to submit candidates to 
Regional Directors for  NHPA Achieve-
ment and Stokes Awards. You might even 
help the Hall of  Fame Committee. 

7. Besides maybe lowering the dues for 
Juniors we really do need to work on a 
youth program. I would like to see the 
Regional Directors come up with a pro-
gram. We also need a Volunteer Chair-
man. Also feel  more players could give 
more of  their time to teach classes for 
youths. 

8. No W. T. warm ups it hurts the host 
conducting the W. T. 



4 The Horseshoe Pitcher's News Digest / September, 19 

President's Memorandum — 
9. Considering: different  type of  play for 

Men's A Class in 1976. 
9a. Council has approved 35 point game's for 

all scheduled classes (except Champion-
ship classes) rather than 50 shoes for 
1976 W. T. 

10. New Judging: Tool designed. 
11. No bids before  courts are completed and 

inspected. 
12. Would be nice if  some day the NHPA 

rich enough to pay the NHPA President 
and Secretary-Treasury a good salary and 
the Vice President expenses to W. T. 

13. We will try to pass out the Trophies 
after  completion of  each Class this year 
in Lafayette. 

14. I still think in one issue of  the Digest 
before  convention (say May) members 
running for  NHPA office  should be able 
to publish an article. Better if  all dele-
gates know ahead of  time who is running 
and why. 

15. Remember I stated in the April Issue it 
was brought to my attention we let a lot 
of  new members slip through our fingers 
because we don't make them feel  they are 
a part of  the organization. Think about it. 

16. Did you try Bob West's suggestion of 
alternate pitches by rounds ? 

17. Social Security and the IRS: 
Yes, it is the law you are suppose to get 
a S S # and file  form  1099 with the IRS. 
However, Solomon contacted the IRS and 
found  out we can overlook filing  any 
1099 form  or getting S S # for  any 
tourney giving away less than $600.00 
in cash and Trophies per individual. Jim 
stated this does not mean it's legal but 
the IRS would probably look the other 
way unless it was over $600.00 per in-
dividual. 

However we will still require S S # at 
W. T. but, this should answer some ques-
tions for  the states. 

18. I feel  W. T. hosts should start working 
right after  being awarded the bid. 2 years 
is not much time. You should inform 
members at least by January before  W. 
T. regarding motels, housing etc. Get 
your ads in early concerning your bro-
chure ads, Friends of  Horseshoes, etc. 

19. NHPA President should be allowed ex-
penses to visit 1 or 2 tournaments or 
section of  the country each year but 
never attending same one twice while in 
office.  It would be very good pr and give 
him a better first  hand knowledge of  the 
problems in various sections of  the 
country. 

In closing my memorandum I read m> 

(Cont inued) 
20. Keep inviting wide world of  sports. 
21. Cut off  date for  delegates allowed at 

convention. 
22. Need to show more interest in Hawaiian 

Open Tournament. 
23. Delegates authorized $5000.00 for  adver-

tizing at 1974 Convention I stated I 
would not spend till I found  out what 
the revenue would be. Plus Bernard's 
publicity plan is very inexpensive to each 
state if  followed. 

25. Regards to increased dues. 
1. Sorry we didn't think about the Jrs. 
2. I suggest we lower their dues to $1.00 

26. New Digest: 
Had conversation with Ellis on: 
Available space needs in Digest. 
Ways to acquire. 
1. Eliminate all state schedules. 
2. Only list important coming events. 
3. Publish only sanctioned tournaments. 
4. Summarize all tournaments and elimi-

nate visual results. 
5. Send results at regular intervals. Don't 

wait for  several completed tourna-
ments makes for  old news. Better pro-
gram articles in Digest. 

27. Other suggestions from  Ellis. 
Did you realize: 
1. We don't tell, do or give anything to 

the member who doesn't subscribe to 
The News Digest. 

2. Propose we set up a mailing list for 
every NHPA member. 

3. We could do the following: 
A. Mail Financial Statement. 
B. W. T. results. 
C. President comments. 
D. Other important articles. 

E. This would allow more space in Digest 
from  not publishing W. T. results in 
Digest. 

F. Or we could print W. T. results in 
Digest and increase that issue to in-
clude all members in this special mail 
out. 

28. Personal comment regarding Digest: 
1. You should authorize all expense for 

the President to visit The News Di-
gest Editor a couple days so he would 
have a better knowledge on his prob-
blems and how he operates his office. 
Then he, Council and Accountant 
would better understand his problems. 
Which I am sure would some what stop 
the comments between everyone. Be-
sides more heads might come up with 
improved ideas. 

2. Let's give a vote of  confidence  to Ellis. 

message published in the August issue. 

Sincerely, 

Wally Shipley 

COVER  PICTURE  . . . . Shown this month is El?ner Hohl  of  Canada receiving 
the World  Championship trophy and check from  Wally  Shipley, NHPA  presi-
dent. This  is Hohl's  5th title in the last 11 World  Tournaments.  He  finished 
with a record of  33 wins and 2 losses while posting a ringer percentage of  84-5 
for  the tournament. Photo by Joe  Brickler 
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Elmer Hohl of  Canada Regains 
Coveted World Championship 

Elmer Hohl the sturdy and rugged ringer artist from Wellesley, Ontario, 
Canada using an 84.5 ringer percentage as his main working tool, staved off 
all stretch runners to capture the 1975 World Horseshoe pitching championship 
played on the Digby Park courts in Lafayette,  Indiana. Curt Day, defending 
champion was close behind and was threatening in the last rounds of  play. He 
defeated  Hohl earlier in the tournament. Glen Henton was the only one to 
defeat  other former  champions, they being Hohl, Day, Kuchcinski and Focht. 

Several records were broken, particularly in the Junior division. The out-
standing one was the losing average of  89.5 percent racked up by John Pass-
more of  Richmond, Indiana. Rick Howe of  Massachusetts and Passmore posted 
190 shoes in their game lacking only four  shoes to tie the all-time record of 
194 shoes set in the men's class a few years back. 

The tournament was delayed an extra day due to rain and inclement weather. 

Championship Summary 
Qual. W L R SP % 

Elmer Hohl, Canada 550 33 2 2267 2682 84.5 
Curt Day, Indiana D.C. 31 4 2243 2738 81.9 
Mark Seibold, Indiana 540 29 6 2336 2882 81.1 
A1 Zadroga, Pennsylvania 551 28 7 2137 2744 77.9 
Clarence Bellman, Indiana 521 26 9 2367 3016 78.5 
Wilbur Kabel, Ohio 521 26 9 1812 2334 77.6 
Glen Henton, Iowa 530 25 10 2309 2922 79.2 
Jim Knisley, Ohio 513 24 11 2228 2780 80.1 
Dan Kuchcinski, Indiana 534 24 11 2231 2856 78.1 
Paul Focht, Ohio 508 24 11 2082 2816 73.9 
Larry Griffin,  Illinois 508 23 12 2353 3042 77.4 
Ray Martin, Illinois 500 23 12 2106 2800 75.2 
Ed. Domey, Massachusetts 528 22 13 2181 2920 74.7 
Roger Norwood, Tennessee 501 20 15 2075 2796 74.2 
Glenn Riffle,  Ohio 503 20 15 1874 2564 73.1 
Harold Anthony, Ohio 527 19 16 2207 2906 75.9 
John Walker, California  497 19 16 2125 2832 75.0 
Merlin Potts, Kansas 517 19 16 2117 2828 74.9 
Jesse Gonzales, California  514 18 17 2013 2735 73.6 
Larye Ambrose, Minnesota 501 18 17 1888 2638 71.6 
Ralph Maddox, West Virginia 531 17 18 2161 2898 74.6 
Norm Rioux, Connecticut 512 15 20 1929 2622 73.6 
Frank Stinson, Minnesota 512 15 20 1866 2664 70.0 
A1 Stockholm, New York 515 14 21 1803 2578 69.9 
Chet Reel, Indiana 518 12 23 1944 2708 71.8 
Max Roseberry, Ohio 506 12 23 1825 2622 69.6 
Carl Van Sant, Indiana 523 12 23 1828 2654 68.9 
Doug Kienia, Maine 522 12 23 1765 2568 68.7 
Bill Vandegriff,  Iowa 495 11 24 1601 2422 66.1 
Jim Solomon, Pennsylvania 503 10 25 1978 2796 70.7 
Woodrow Martin, Illinois 509 10 25 1616 2424 66.7 
John Napier, Ohio 504 9 26 1524 2354 64.7 
Jack Fahey, Kentucky 502 6 29 1401 2268 61.8 
Don Prottsmann, Iowa 497 5 30 1067 1932 55.2 
Marvin Craig, Indiana Forfeit 
Bill Holland, Indiana Forfeit 


