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PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE

website or the member pit on the Yahoo Club site have no

doubt read some comments about the National Horse-
shoe Pitchers Foundation (NHPI) and the open letter to the
membership from Dr. Freeman that was printed in the January/
February issue of this magazine. Some comments were positive
while others were negative, While the exchange of comments
presented the opportunity to enlighten some about the NHPE it
is unfortunate that such a large percentage of our membership
remains uninformed and possibly uninterested, in the NHPE

I have, since day one, been writing about and pushing for
support of the NHPE Some members feel I have been pushing
too hard and perhaps [ have. | admit to have slanted some of my
comments toward possibly shaming some into a contribution. 1
will sincerely endeavor to tone down this aspect of my writing
in future issues. But for this message, I want to say that [ am sad-
dened by the fact that 95% of our membership has yet to mail
in a check contribution. Even sadder is the fact that so many of
our top caliber pitchers and even some Hall of Fame members,
have yet to contribute. These are the same individuals who reap
the greatest financial rewards offered by the sport and who will
one day most likely be enshrined in the Hall of Fame. You
would think these people especially would be willing to give back
something to the NHPT as a token of appreciation for the
opportunities the NHPA has given them.

With this magazine and our website reaching no more than
an estimated 35% of the membership, it is realized that the
biggest percentage of members may still not know of the NIHPF
and its goals. We hope to help bridge this communication gap
by publishing a pamphlet on the Foundation that will find its
way to all NHPA members and be available as a handout to
non-members. This pamphlet is still in the planning stage but
will hopefully be available by Fall. The NHPF Directors will
meet in Nashville before the end of May to discuss this promo-
tional item, the progress against stated goals in the NHPF
Bylaws and many other plans, ideas and suggestions, some of
which have come from the membership.

When the delegates approved setting up a charitable NHPA
entity so the land and court improvements Dr. Freeman offered
could be donated, the NHPF was formed to accept the gift. One

T hose of you who monitor the message post on the NHPA

of the gifting conditions was to locate the long sought NHPA
Hall of Fame on the site. While the NHPF charter specifies many
ways the Foundation is expected to operate for the promotion of
amateur horseshoe pitching, construction of a Hall of Fame
museum was primary. That is why the delegates also approved
the transfer of some $160,000 from a special interest-bearing
fund that had been set up years ago for the sole purpose of
supporting a Hall of Fame project. This transfer of funds was the
initial seed deposit of the NHPF perpetual endowment fund.
Member contributions and interest have grown this fund to just
over $250,000 as of April 15, 2000.

There is actually enough money in the fund right now to
cover the estimated construction, interior finishing and display
costs for a Hall of Fame. But, it would take virtually all of the
available money in the endowment fund and leave nothing to
improve parking, road egress and public comfort facilities, all of
which have to be considered before any building permits will be
issued. There are, of course, other site improvements we would
like to make and those were presented in Dr. Freeman's open let-
ter. Unfortunately, some readers took those plans and estimated
costs (an RV Park as an example) as absolutes and were stunned
by the projected cost figures. Nothing is set in concrete yet and
until they are, plans or ideas can always be modified. The
Directors will address some of these at our meeting.

To conclude this writing on the NHPE please keep in mind a
few things. 1) We are getting close to being able to financially
start some of our projects. 2) We still need contributions and
will continue to need them as long as the NHPF exists. 3) If the
NHPF received an average of just $10 per year from every mem-
ber ($130,000/yr), in another two years there would be suffi-
cient funds to undertake all the desired building projects and
still leave sufficient dollars in the endowment fund to finance
the other promotional, educational and grant programs
required by NHPF Bylaws. 4) The Directors are investigating the
feasibility of offering “for sale or development” 38-40 acres of
land in the back section of the parcel already donated to the
NIPT by Dr. Freeman. While a “right of way” would have to be
donated or purchased, the sale of this land could conceivably
bring a few hundred thousand dollars into the NHPF fund.
5) Remember that your contribution is tax deductible and will
be greatly appreciated.

DAVE'SCOURT REPORT

When it comes to World Tournament Bids, some years are
feast (two or more bidders) while another may be famine (no
bids). Well, for the year 2002, I'm happy to say that the delegates
will be feasting. Three (3) bids have been received for the 2002
World Tournament. We received bid offers from Red Deer,
Alberta, Canada; Gillette, Wyoming; and Lau Claire, Wisconsin.
Some brief details presented by the sites are as follows.

B RED DEER—This Canadian city of 64,000 is situated halfway
between Edmonton and Calgary in the province of Alberta.
Westerner Park, a full service exhibition complex is the proposed
tournament site for the dates of July 28-August 11, 2002. Two
adjacent pavilions within the complex would be the actual
pitching sites. Red Deer has reserved some 600-motel rooms
within a mile of the Westerner, which routinely accommodates
250+ RVs with minimum service.
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B GILLETTE—This Wyoming city successfully hosted the 1996
World Tournament. The multi event Cam-Plex facility would
house the indoor court setup, which would have the same
blue/gray clay as before. The tournament dates would be August
12-24, 2002, Gillette has 1000+ motel rooms within a couple of
miles of Cam-Plex which has over 700 full service RV sites on its
grounds.

B EAU CLAIRE—The 1987 World was held in this city at the
IHobbs Ice Arena. For August 1-18, 2002, the Chippewa Valley
Visitors & Convention Bureau with the Eau Claire Horseshoe
Club has arranged for the indoor site at McPhee Physical
Education Center, on the campus of the University of Wiscon-
sin—Fau Claire. Over 1800 lodging rooms are available in the
city. A large lot on campus can accommodate RV's with mini-
mum service provided.
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Editors Note:

A few statements made in some of
the following letters indicate that the
writers may not have given their
response sufficient study. Some clarifi-
cation is needed so the reader is not
drawn to an erroneous conclusion.

Dr. Freeman has already built a class
pitching facility sufficient today of
hosting a World Tournament if partici-
pants and administration will “rough”
a few things. He wants to donate this
facility to the NIHPF but comments
from several of the delegates at the
1999 convention inferred that the facil-
ity should be made top-line-first-class
before any World is held there. Dr.
Freeman's letter merely stated estimates
and his ideas of what it would take to
accomplish that.

The NHPA Hall of Fame memora-
bilia and related souvenir sales items
could not all be housed in a 50’ trailer
that might be hauled to different sites.
Further, an NHPA member and busi-
nessman who has spent his career in
the trucking business has told the
Directors that while the initial equip-
ment costs would be less, that added
costs of an owned or leased tractor with
driver wages, benefits, fuel, insurance,
lodging, maintenance and such would,
in 2-3 years, surpass the operational
costs of a permanent site.

Keep in mind that Dr. Freeman's
proposal of a $25 dues increase was not
accepted by the Bylaws Committee.
Another proposal suggesting a more
modest $10 increase is what will be
voted on.

The NHPF cannot return donated
land to Dr. Freeman nor can it return
donated money to the NHPA. The
NHPF is a charitable entity and by fed-
eral tax law, if a non-profit charitable
organization finds itself unable to con-
tinue operation in accord with the con-
ditions for which it was granted chari-
table status and has to be dissolved, all
assets must be distributed to other
charitable organizations. It is therefore
important that the NHPE as its first pri-
ority, build a perpetual endowment
fund from which costs and grants can
be made while the fund continues to
hold its own or even grow from inter-
est, continued contributions and other
related income.

Re: An Open Letter to the
Membership Jack Freeman

An Open Letter from The Officers of
the MAHPA with input from NHPA
members in our region and across the
country.

The idea for the NHPF was first pre-
sented to the NHPA at the annual con-
vention in 1996 to enable the NHPA to
accept a most generous donation of a
building and land from Dr. Jack
Freeman. It was hoped that this build-
ing and land could be utilized as a per-
manent site for the World Horseshoe
Pitching Championships and for the
NHPA Hall of Fame. It was also a
dream that the NHPF would fill a void
in the NHPA and provide for better
education about our sport, better facil-
ities, and better promotion. It was
voted to authorize a review at that time.

Since then, the NHPF has become
almost a reality. Since most informa-
tion about the NHPF has come to us
through Newsline, which has approxi-
mately 2,500 subscribers and probably
reaches 4,000 pitchers each month,
and at the annual conventions, attend-
ed by approximately 200 members, the
majority of NHPA pitchers do not
understand, or even know much about
the NHPE The concept of the NHPE
and the good it will do is excellent.
However, the amount of money pro-
posed to bring the Jack Freeman facility
to its potential is staggering. Just as
the information about the NHPF has
slowly filtered down to the member-
ship, this explanation of monies
needed will also filter down to the
membership, albeit not so slowly.

We will try here to express some con-
cerns we have:

1. In the same issue of Newsline
(Jan./Feb., 2000) as the letter from Jack
Freeman, was an article about the
Minnesota Hall of Fame. It will be
housed in a trailer and the estimated
cost of that trailer and the work to
make it viable as a mobile Hall of 'ame
is under $9,000. It occurs to us that per-
haps less money COULD be spent
more wisely on a mobile Hall of Fame
trailer which could stay in Joelton with
the option to pull it to different sites, ie.
the World Tournament site each year,
so that the maximum number of horse-

shoe pitchers could see it. We realize
that one of the reasons to have it in
Joelton is to have pitchers from all over
the country come visit Joelton, but we
are not sure that is cost effective. We
think, in the long run, more pitchers
will see a portable Hall of TFame
exhibit and be more encouraged to
pitch horseshoes. In essence, a travel-
ing, less expensive Hall of Fame may be
more effective to increase overall mem-
bership and membership satisfaction
than a permanent one near the east
coast of the country.

2. An RV park is proposed for the
Joelton site. The estimated cost to
develop this is from $300,000-
$500,000. Will this RV park eventually
pay for itself? Has a demographic study
been done to determine if this park
serves an ongoing need in the Nashville
area? If the RV park is to be developed
just for the World Tournament crowd
anticipated only once every 3-4 years,
it makes no sense to spend that much
money on it. If it becomes a successful
RV park in and of itself, then it will
have been worth it. But does that
threaten the tax-exempt status of the
NHPF?

3. The proposal was made by Mr.
Freeman to charge an additional $25 a
year for NHPA dues, all of which would
go into the NHPF fund. In addition, he
suggests a pledge of $50 from each
member per year. That constitutes a
total of $75 per year per member. We
have a problem with that as, in our
area, a majority of the members are
league pitchers who may pitch up to 3
tournaments a year—pitchers who
enjoy horseshoes and enjoy the bene-
fits of the NHPA with the accurate sta-
tistics, the insurance, and the chance
for national awards, but who do not
care to look beyond their own region.

These are people who have come a
long way from the bars and backyards
where pitching was free to the orga-
nized tournaments where everything
has a schedule and where they have to
pay to pitch horseshoes—something
that was free all their lives until they
met us in the NHPA. We feel it won't be
easy to explain this new expense to
them and we feel we will lose a major-
ity of our pitchers. We have spent much
time and effort building up our mem-
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bership and acquainting them with the
whole idea of sanctioned events, etc.
We wouldn't want to see all that work
washed away with this prospective
proposal.

4. Another concern of ours is that
the area around Joelton does not seem
to be overrun with horseshoe pitchers.
When pitchers from the New England
area have visited, we are told there are
very few pitchers who use this gorgeous
facility—we would feel so blessed to
have this kind of facility in our area. We
have always tried to build up our mem-
bership, then take the next step of
expansion. It would make us all more
comfortable if we knew there were
some established leagues around to
support the building and help with its
upkeep merely by using it weekly and
making it their “own.” A sense of pride
goes a long way toward the success of
any complex. It also takes many volun-
teers from an area to help run a World
Horseshoe Tournament and we would
need to be reassured that the state of
Tennessee would come forth when a
World Tournament is held at Joelton
because they do not have many local
pitchers to draw from.

5. The articles that have been written
in Newsline have been largely requests
for money to help support the NHPE
The tone of those requests has been
somewhat judgmental and negative
toward those people and areas who
have not yet contributed. It would have
been more productive if we had seen
more information about the NHPF
early on, if we received continuous
updates on the progress of the NHPE if
our understanding of the NHPF had
been enhanced more often. The educa-
tion of the NHPA membership and the
improvements in the NHPA have not
correlated with the requests for money.
The NHPA membership is declining at
the present, not increasing, and it is dif-
ficult to imagine that this is a step in
the right direction at this time.

6. Just as Jack Freeman donated the
land and building, is it not possible
that there may be members of the
NHPA, electricians, plumbers, etc. who
could donate their time to help with
the improvements needed? We could
have our own “Habitat for Horse-
shoes.” Would it also then be possible
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to have vendors rent space at a World
Tournament and sell food, etc.? That
would save the Jack Freeman courts
from having to construct kitchen and
cooking facilities immediately.

The donation from Jack Freeman is
an incredible opportunity and truly
generous. We would like to see some
major modifications in the plans for
the facility at this time so that each part
of the development could begin to sup-
port itself and so that the participation
in all aspects of the NHPA would
increase. We have held World Tourna-
ments in some places that were not as
well-equipped as we would have liked.
To go from sub-par to extraordinary
might have to become a “many-step”
process, but it may be a more solid
process. Thank you for listening,
Sincerely,

The MA HPA Officers

Dear NHPA Membership,

It seems very clear that Dr. Freeman
is most anxious to enlist the NHPA
membership to be the cash cow for his
courts. If Dr. Freeman wants a premier
world class pitching facility, let him
build it, then bid on the World, same as
any other destination.

The NHPA should keep its energy
focused on NHPA business and func-
tions, not hammering on its member-
ship, issue after issue of Newsline for
more money for the NHPF to build an
absurdly expensive facility.

I suggest the NHPF return the land
to Dr. Freeman and drop this project as
ten times too expensive. Take the
money already collected and use it for
scholarship awards for our young
people; amateur pitching instruction
and new court construction as should
be the true goals of the NHPE

Put the Hall of Fame in a 53 foot
trailer that could be hauled to all of the
World Tournaments and viewed and
enjoyed by all, every year, not just every
third year.

Dr. Freeman states in his letter that
the NHPF will have to raise a mini-
mum of $2 million dollars. 100 percent
of the fourteen thousand members
would have to donate $1,500 each, to
equal $2 million dollars or 10 percent
of the membership would have to
donate $15,000 each. A highly unlikely
occurrence.

The NHPA officers need to take
immediate action to stop the creation of
this huge never-ending financial burden.

Sonny Woods, Montana

President Dave Loucks,

[ truly hesitated to write a comment
about Dr. Jack Freeman'’s open letter in
our Newsline.

To me, it's upsetting that the dele-
gates in convention representing all the
charters would have voted for this Hall
of Fame to come about if they had
known what the cost was going to be.

At present, our membership is
decreasing, not increasing. Before 1 go
any further, [ want it understood to all,
that I love the NHPA and all it stands
for. T just feel that we are biting off
more than we can chew.

When you take into consideration
what the total membership is, against
the percentage of those that participate
in the World Tournament, it's quite
low. Many do not pitch in World
Tournaments due to the cost of two
weeks.

Also, when you consider that the
World Tournament will be in Joelton
perhaps once every five or six years, it's
a heavy price to pay.

Here, in New England, for the 1999
season, we had 970 members, but only
294 participated in the 2nd largest
tournament in the country. My honest
opinion is that most members are sat-
isfied to pitch at their own clubs.

Should the NHPA increase our dues,
you may end up with a much smaller
membership. I hope I'm wrong, but 1
don't think so.

Perhaps we should follow the example
of Minnesota with their Hall of Fame
exhibit. This type could be at all World
Tournaments, and maybe even at the
New England. I'd be more inclined to
have the NHPA buy a new tractor
trailer and have it tour the country.

For what it's worth,
Jim Tyrie, MA

Dear Dave,

[ am in favor of advancing the NHPA
and the sport of horseshoe pitching in
any way and am a supporter of the
NHPE But, I think what Dr Freeman
proposed in his open letter to the
membership is a long reach.
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We (the members of the NHPA) cur-
rently contribute $12 to the NHPA for
annual membership dues. In a sense,
through our representation in the form
of delegates, RDs, and charter officers,
we all have a say in how this money is
spent.

Dr. Freeman suggests that we add
$25.00 to our membership dues to be
given to the NHPE I'm not a member
of the NHPF and wouldn't have any say
in what happens to that $25 after it is
donated to the NHPE  In reality, the
NHPA membership would have almost
no control over what happens to the
funds once they were turned over to the
NHPE Under Dr. Freeman’s proposal,
we could be giving $300,000 every year
to another organization with virtually
no strings attached. I am not ready to
hand over control of two-thirds of my
annual NHPA dues to an entity in
which I have no voice.

Dues money should stay in the
NHPA and be used for purposes that
the members deem worthy. Remember,
the NHPA is mostly made up of
members who don't have a lot of dis-
cretionary income. On the other hand,
many members that T know are also
very generous people and would be
willing to support a worthy cause. I
believe the NHPF is a worthy cause but
it should be supported by voluntary
contributions.

I think that the NHPA membership
is beginning to show growing support
for the NHPE The contributions for
1997 were $4,430—a little soft, but a
nice start. In 1998, it went up to
$33,145. In 1999, $44,452 was con-
tributed—a nice increase over 1998. If
the trend continues, contributions
should exceed $50,000 this year—not
bad for such a small group when you
consider that some 95% of the mem-
bership has yet to make their first
contribution.

The NHPT problem is not lack of
support; it is lack of knowledge on the
part of the NHPA members. The large
majority still has not heard of the
NHPF and many that have don’t under-
stand it. There are many scandalous
rumors floating around about it
because there is a lack of communica-
tion in this organization. There is no
good way for the officers of the NHPA

to communicate with the entire mem-
bership.

The only effective methods of com-
munication are the NHPA Newsline and
the Internet website. We need to fix this
problem before anything else. Fixing
the communication problem will also
fix the problem of slower than expected
fund raising results for the NHPF—
have faith in that, knowledge is power.
The more people who know about the
NHPE the more donations will
increase. You will also simultaneously
fix many other problems once you have
a way of communicating effectively
with the entire membership.

Every member can’t be given a com-
puter, so the only feasible fix to the
communication problem is Newsline.
Every member should receive Newsline.
If this were the case, more members
would have a better understanding of
the NHPF and you'd have more dona-
tions, maybe even the amount Dr.
Freeman is looking for, but volun-
tarily— the way it should be.

I realize that Dr. Freeman's thought
of a $25 dues increase will not come
before the delegates and that a more
reasonable $10 increase will be pre-
sented. While I'm against any increase
going as a matter of fact, to the NHPE I
would be in favor of a $10 to $25 per
year increase if it also included a
Newsline subscription for all members.
If it's not too late, I'd like to officially
make this proposal for this year.
Perhaps the $10 increase proposal
could be amended on the floor of the
convention. Any money left over from
the additional costs of Newsline could
be donated annually to the NHPE but
this should be voted on every year at
the national convention. If everyone in
the NHPA automatically received
Newsline, 1 have faith that the NHPF
contributions would increase substan-
tially, assuming that we continue to
promote it in Newsline by educating the
membership on its purpose and goals
in advancing the sport.

Sincerely,
Robert D, White, PA
Dear Members,

While I like the NHPF idea, I believe

there is something that must take place

first; and that is the full membership
must be receiving Newsline. All 13,000.

As it stands, such financial backing
requirements without a fully support-
ive membership, is not a reality. We are
talking about mostly people moder-
ately affluent, with backgrounds of
strong conservatism, marked by thrift
and financial prudence, slow to let go
of those dollar bills.

If you grew up in the Depression or
shortly thereafter, you still remember it.
We cannot expect less than 25% of the
membership will support the entire
program as indicated by Dr. reeman.
Still, T am in support of the idea con-
tingent upon full NHPA support. This
is not to derail the enthusiasm, but to
redirect strategy to gain this full sup-
port. I intend to support it personally,
though realizing only a partial success
is possible through individual means. I
would support a plan with the moder-
ate increase in dues as you suggested if
this first measure was met about
Newsline.

Lloyd Kilgore, Historian, OHPA, OR

Re: Proposed Changes to Bylaws

Neuwsline,

After receiving my latest Newsline, |
feel that as Rules Chairman of the
ILSHPA I must bring a couple proposed
changes of the by-laws to the entire
membership.

First: Article III, Section 3: It is pro-
posed that the dues be increased from
$12 to $22 with the additional $10
going to the NHPF (to develop and
maintain the courts and buildings at
Joelton, TN). When the idea of a Hall
of Fame was brought before the
Convention at Perry, GA, it was pro-
posed that we have a permanent home
for the Hall of Fame, and hold a few
special tournaments. In the previous
issue of Newsline, Dr. Jack Freeman (the
man who donated the buildings and
land) published a letter stating his
plans for the horseshoe pitching com-
plex in Joelton. He proposed that
memberships be raised $25, but the
Board of Officers reached a figure of
$10 instead. With the increase of $10
that would eat up the $10 our associa-
tion gets to handle our costs, such as
printing and mailing of court reporter,
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and expenses of our State Tournament.

Also, for us (ILSHPA) to maintain
the level of service that we provide to
our members, we would have to raise our
card to $32, and this might be a figure
some members might feel is cost pro-
hibitive, while other members might
not be able to afford. Although I think
we need a permanent Hall of Fame, do
we really need a horseshoe pitching
complex to enshrine it? The majority of
horseshoe pitchers will never see or use
it and yet they are going to be forced to
pay for it. While all things must prosper
or die, I feel that this is an undo burden
on the State Associations, and the
entire membership. At the Convention
in Bismarck, ND, T strongly urge the
delegates to vote NO on this proposal.

Secondly: Article X, section 8: It is
proposed that all Adult entrants to the
World Tournament must have com-
pleted ten (10) NHPA sanctioned
events at their pitching distance in the
twelve (12) months preceding the cut-
off date listed on the current World
Tournament entry form.

This was done to stop “sand bag-
ging” at the World Tournament. This
would be a fine rule change if we all
lived in a climate where we could pitch
horseshoes year round. But, for those
of us that live in a shortened pitching
season, or those of us that work most
weekends, or those of us that must
drive some distance to get to a tourna-
ment, this rule change is somewhat
overkill! The ruling now is that an Adult
entrant needs four (4) tournaments to
enter the World Tournament, and an
increase to five (5) or six (6) required
tournaments might be acceptable, but
isn't jumping the required amount of
tournaments to ten (10) a little exces-
sive? There is no cure for a lack of
integrity and those that want to “sand

bag” will find a way to do it. I again
urge the delegates to the convention to
vote NO on this proposal.

Larry Long, 2nd VP, ILSHPA, IL

Newsline Reader,

This is in regard to item 15 of the
Proposed Changes to Bylaws in the
March/April Newsline.

I know that sometimes the present
by-law seems unfair to some people,
especially to the ones that lost to some-
one who later has to forfeit because of
heat exhaustion, the flu, or any
approved reason.

I believe those doing the complain-
ing need to remember that “what goes
around, comes around.” Some day they
will be the ones that get “sicker 'n a
dog,” at a tournament and have to for-
feit their last game, or so, after winning
all their games up ‘til then!

At the World, we have a format that
has us pitching three days. How would
you feel if you had driven two thou-
sand miles to this tournament, and on
the next to last game on your first day
of pitching, you got a "24 hour bug”
and had to forfeit those two games—
then the next day you were feeling just
fine, but your horseshoe pitching is over
for this tournament!

I'll bet you would wonder how in the
world did that by-law get in there? Think
about it, it may be you next time.
Johnny Davenport, TX

Dave,

I have read the proposed by-law
changes and would like to add a little
more support to the change in Article
XII, Section 12. It is not only fair to the
opponents who have already pitched
but is very much a safety factor.

If someone gets too hot during a
game and decides to sit out one round,
it is in their best interest not to return

and take a chance on heat stroke. The
flip side is, some pitchers may not want
to sit out even if they are too hot,
knowing they will not be able to return
to the event.

Overall, T think it is a good change.
Danny Branson, VP, MOHPA, MO

Editor,

T hope the delegates who vote on the
proposed by-law changes as printed in
the March/April Newsline will vote NO
on number 15. Leave the forfeit state-
ment just as it is now.

If you lose to a plaver who later
drops out, accept it and get by the fact
that those who would later play that
person will now get a win. So what!
You had your chance and lost.

It would be a terrible injustice to
adopt a bylaw that forces a player who
has to drop out to lose all games and
torfeit all winnings. The NHPA used to
have that forfeit statement and changed
vears ago to the current wording.

Consider the contestant who, with
just a game or two to go, has the tour-
nament won based on his W-L record.
Even if he loses all remaining games, he
wins the tournament. But, he gets sick
or a horseshoe from an adjoining court
bounds off the backboard into him and
breaks his ankle. He now can’t play the
remaining games.

This proposal, if passed, says he'll
take last place and lose the champi-
onship. Is that fair? Do we want to take
a step back just to give the whiners who
lost the game when they played him a
win? Think about it. The situation I've
described of having the tournament
won and then losing it actually hap-
pened. That's why the old forfeit word-
ing was dropped and changed to what
it is today. Keep it that way.

Steve Miles, UT

I AMINA
GROOVE !

JI AM ON
A ROLL U

JI AM IN
THE ZONE!!!
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Shalee Sebastian
Junior Girls’ World Champion

by Lorraine Sternberg

T his past vear in Greenville, Ohio,
Shalee Sebastian won her first
World Title. From Shinglehouse,
PA, Shalee first started pitching at the
age of 10. Now, at the age of 15, she has
a World Title behind her name.

Shalee started out her World compe-
tition in 1997 at Kitchener, Ontario
where she placed 5th in Division D
pitching 32.5%. The following year,
going on to Ainsworth, Nebraska to
place 6th in Division B with a 48.17%.
But 1999 was to be Shalee’s year.
Finishing in 12th place in Division A
with a 61.03 ringer percentage, Shalee
moved up in the Girls’ Championship
Class. Winning all her games to take
the victory of the Girls’ title. Her high
game was 72.5%.

Dad and her grandparents got her
first started in horseshoes. Encouraged
by her grandfather to pitch the flip, she
did. She has a very natural, easy style.
She has to be a natural, her practice
time is only 20 minutes before the
game begins. The single thing that
helps Shalee pitch ringers consistently
is concentration, and other than that
she just throws it, she says.

Just starting out in high school this
past fall, she really has no goals set for
her future yet. Other than horseshoes,
Shalee enjoys basketball, volleyball,
and softball. She definitely would like

Junior Jottings

This will be my last article under
Junior Promotion. I have enjoyed writ-
ing this column and getting to know a
little more about all the Juniors I have
written about. From here on, this col-
umn will come from Heidi Sternberg,
who has accepted the position of
Junior Promotion Director. T wish her
the best of luck in promoting more
young people to pitch horseshoes. I'm
not too far away, just another page
under the Sanctioned League Program.
I would like to encourage everyone to
promote a Junior. Remember, they are
our future for horseshoes. Thanks to
everyone who has helped me, espe-
cially Bob Dunn.

Shalee and her natural ability to throw
ringers. We look forward to watching
her and all the other Junior pitchers at
Bismarck, North Dakota.

to see more Juniors pitch horseshoes to
experience the fun of the game.

With three years left as a Junior, I'm
sure we will be reading lots more about

SIX TG

TOURNAMENT 4811 Tishomingo Rd.
QUALITY Hillsboro
MO 63050
N.H.PA.
APPROVED Huﬂsﬂsﬂnﬂs (314) 942-3544

Six Pac Sure Peg  Six Pac Sure Point  Six Pac Sure Pitch
Horseshoe pitching is a game the whole family and all ages can enjoy for fun
and exercise and championship play. The SIX PAC is cat of Ductile iron and
annealed (softened) to make the shoe absorbent tough when ringing the peg.
FEATURES:

« Blades thicker, wider (more control) * Position marker (finger notch) » Hooks and Points (hardened to
retain shape) « Guarantee (one year against breakage * Annealed (for softness) » Special Coated Finish
One Pair - $42.50 ea. - Six Pairs or more - $36.50 ea.

Six Pac Sure Peg RUEGIS ORDER F O IVE

No. of Pairs
_ x%$4250=_______ OL

(at 6 pairs or more) [0 M Name
_ x$3650=_ [OH

Shipping Add
Six Pac Sure Point RV IS 'AIng v

No. of Pairs
_ x$42580=_ OL
(at 6 pairs or more) 1M Phone: Residence ( )

_x%$3650=__  [OH Off
ice { )
Six Pac Sure Pitch Weights SIX PAC Guarantee: One (1) year froem purchase date, not from replace-
No. of Pairs ment date. Both shoes must be returned in original carton showing date
E x $42.50= 1L of purchase, weight and type of horseshoe. Return to manufacturer only.
3 (al_t5 pairs Ol’m oM Include $5.00 check or money order for shipping and handling costs.
_x$36.50=_ OH  Thank you for your order and good horseshoe pitching.

Continental US only
Missouri Residents add sales tax
Shipping & Handling

(Single Pair only $5.00 Charge)
GRAND TOTAL ___

Order Direct or from your N.H.PA. Representative
Send to: SIX PAC HORSESHOES
4811 Tishomingo Road, Hillshaoro, MO 63050
Attn: Harvey E. Wobbe
(314} 942-3544
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FOCUS ON

by Bob Dunn

Change Is Due

ast issue’s visit with the Professor raised some eye-
L brows but also perked some interest. A few readers

even implied it was refreshing to hear perspective from
- outside our organization and suggested 1 revisit the old pro-
fessor to hear what else he might have to say about our orga-
nization's promaotion. So be it...

Question: Well Professor, what else might you share about the
efforts to promote the NHPA and specifically to recruit mem-
bers?

Response: In the past two months, I have spent some time
looking into your organization. There are some books that
tell of your history and describe a vast tradition. You have a
Grand Old organization. Unfortunately, there may be too
much emphasis on the OLD—while there have been
improvements in the organization, there has been very little
change in the sport over the past 80 or so years.

As previously described to me, there is no growth in over-
all membership, actually gradual decline. There seems to be
difficulty promoting the sport on the local level. In light of

ﬂXHﬂ
M

Tournament Quality

Pitched in A-Z Classes

Discount on 6 Pair or more
ONE YEAR GUARANTEE

Order Direct or
from your NHPA Representative

SIX PAC HORSESHOES
4811 Tishomingo Road
Hillsboro, MO 63050
Attn: Harvey E. Wobbe

(314) 942-3544

10 NEWSLNE

The “Professor” Sheds Some Light

outside issues: ranging from competition of other sports and
recreation activities, the lack of media interest, to lack of
awareness by the public, the issue may not be a lack of pro-
motion effort or fault in how those efforts are conducted.
The overall issue is the product. The Grand Old Sport needs
to be modernized. Modernize the sport and how it is pre-
sented to the public.

Such changes are not quick one-step efforts. It will be a
process and it is clear to me that the first step is to make sure
all NHPA members are on the same page. At present, not
all members receive the organization’s publication. This is
unheard of in any other national organization. In order for
improvements to take place, all members need to be
informed and involved.

How do you modernize your sport? Whatever is attempted,
whatever is accomplished, will cost money. Your sport is
incredibly under-financed. Members for too long have
enjoyed an extremely economical activity, and have not paid
dues sufficient to invest for its future or to bring prominence
to the sport. There are not eye catching cash prizes in major
tournaments for example. There is not enough money
invested for advertising (promotion) for another. The mem-
bers need to accept some increases of dues and cost of par-
ticipation and invest more for the good of the sport, at every
level of the sport.

This alone does not modermize your sport, but it will
begin some movement and will help let the world be aware
when you do. The additional finances will allow for the
changes to happen once they are decided upon. The newly
formed NHPT is the perfect support process for this to
happen and each and every horseshoe pitcher could help it
happen with a financial contribution. Completion of the
NHPA Hall of Fame will help. That would help legitimize
horseshoe pitching as a sport.

You need to step back and look at your sport and see what
can be changed to improve the product. You need to make
those determinations. Somehow quicker and flashier come
to my mind.

So get all members informed, involved financially, and
format the sport for present-day public interest, especially to
youth. There will always be dissenters to such plans. Some
may wish to not join in. However, the plans for the future
cannot be altered to accommodate those not willing to give
back to the sport. The NHPA needs to be the leading force in
the sport, its members need to be leaders, displaying pride in
the sport and participate in making change for the present
and future of the sport.

Editors note: While the Old Professor stressed points that can
help us build on our organization for the future, the necessity or
urgency was not expressed. The "why” was not directly addressed.
It is a fact, that an organization that has difficulty in recruiting
membership may be in need of change.




As you read in the last Newsline,
Heidi Sternberg has accepted the posi-
tion of Junior Promotion Director.
Heidi is a thirteen year member of the
NHPA, seven of which were as a Junior
member. She gained many accomplish-
ments in her years as a Junior pitcher—
three Wisconsin State Championships
and the 1994 Junior Girl's World
Championship are the headliners.
Heidi comes from a horseshoe pitching
family that has been one of the most
active in promoting our sport and
working in behalf of our membership.

Heidi spent her first years of pitch-
ing as a member of the Goldendale
Horseshoe Club of Germantown, WI.
Recently moving to Hudson, WI, she
has now joined the Close Doesn't
Count Club in Centuria, WI.

While still a young person, Heidi is
already displaying initiative in pro-
motion, having set up the Wisconsin
Horseshoe Pitchers Association website
and is currently the website host. This
talent is of little surprise, as Heidi
works for an information technology
consulting firm as a computer pro-
grammer.

Heidi has attended nine World
Tournaments to date, making many
friends along the way. This is the basis
for one of her goals as she begins
her new assignment—hoping to make
a difference in promoting the sport,
and making opportunities for other
youngsters to enjoy the sport and make
lifetime lasting friendships.

Welcome Heidi with open arms and
opens minds. This can be a critical time
in youth participation of our sport. The
membership roles for Junior members
has been somewhat consistent over
past years, but far below what can be
our organization's accomplishments.
Now we have a Junior Promotion
Director that has experienced the
Junior Program and is willing to work
on its behalf. Her success will be simply
how well we pay attention to her
direction, follow her lead and give her
support.

This issue’s look back on promotion history has an extraordinary view of
the state of New Jersey from some 6O years ago. In reading this report, it is
amazing to see how youth dominated the sport during the 1930s. Here is
a most interesting report prepared by Claude E. Hart, Secretary-Treasurer
of the New Jersey Horseshoe Pitchers' Association as it appeared in the
NHPA’s 1940 Horseshoe Compendium.

NEW JERSEY

The New Jersey Horseshoe Pitchers
Association was organized May 27,
1934. It applied for and received a
charter from the NHPA in July 1934,

Initial Officers
President-D. Eric Brown, Camden, N]J

First VP-Paul Puglise, Paterson, NJ

Second VP-Reynold Santoro, Perth
Amboy, NJ

Secretary/Treasurer—Claude Hart,
Jersey City, NJ

Executive Committee-Lee R. Davis,
Englewood; Michael Mahoney,
Lincroft; N;J John Landers, West
Orange; Walter Angilly, Newark; Frank
Maisch, West New York; Harry
Oberhauser, Arlington.

Prior to organization of the State
Association, most of the activity con-
sisted of match games between top
players. Frank Boyce, of Oldbridge, was
recognized as the state champion from
1925 to 1933, closely followed by
George MacNeil, of Absecon. During
1933, Joe Puglise, of Paterson, began to
challenge the leaders and went on to
win the official state championship in a
tournament held at the State Fair in
Trenton in September of that year.
Other tournaments were held in
Paterson, Egg Harbor, Camden and
Perth Amboy, but the most popular
ones were held at the Boyce Farm in
Oldbridge.

With the organization of the associ-
ation, horseshoe really began to
flourish. A 14-year-old boy, named
Lawrence Mahoney, of Lincroft, began
to astound the players and fans alike by

winning from men twice his size and
in tournaments would average around
50%. At the state championship tour-
ney held at the State Fair in Trenton, in
September, 1934, the followers of the
sport were more amazed when he
made a clean sweep of his nine cham-
pionship games and copped the state
title with an average of 59%.

Joe Puglise saw his title go over-
board even though he averaged 62%
for the day. Since that time, the lad
from Lincroft has dominated horse-
shoe pitching in New Jersey and won
the state championship for the sixth
consecutive year in 1939, During those
six years, he has not lost a single game
in any state championship tourney.
Several players have tried to unseat
him. Puglise has been a constant threat
and Johnny Rosselet, Elizabeth; Otto
Peters, Jersey City; Eugene Hillman,
Paterson; Arthur Haagsma, Jersey City;
William Kolb, Newark; Joe McCrink,
West Orange and Clare Hume, Jersey
City have tried in vain. Hume gave the
crowd a thrill in the 1937 tournament
by holding Mahoney even for the better
half of the title game, but could not
quite match his youthful opponent to
the end.

In 1937, another schoolboy sensa-
tion loomed on the horizon in the per-
son of Arthur Scolari, of Paterson, a
protégé of Joe and Paul Puglise. He
won the Class B state title averaging
60%. Being forced out of competition
in 1938 by illness, he was back in 1939
to nose Hume out for the runner-up
spot to Mahoney in the title play aver-
aging 66%. The 1937, 1938 and 1939
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New Jersey coninued...

tournaments were held on the Lincoln
Park courts in Jersey City.

During the six years the association
has sponsored, in addition to the
annual state championship, several
"open”tournaments, including the
New Jersey Open and the Central Jersey
Open, both usually held at Emil’s Log
Cabin in Middletown; The South Jersey
Open at Clemendon Park, Camden
and various local tourneys. The Annual
Eastern Pennsylvania Open, sponsored
by the Willow Grove Amusement Park
at Willow Grove, Pa., is directed by D.E.
Brown, President of the New Jersey
Association.

The maost popular open tournament
is the Annual Hudson County Open,
which is held in Jersey City and spon-
sored by the Hudson County Horse-
shoe Club, Inc., The first one was held
on July 15th, 1934 and 38 men entered
the competition. Vito Fileccia, of
Brooklyn, was the winner after a play-
off with Joe Puglise, and made it four-
in-a-row by winning the 1935, 1936,
and 1937 tourneys. The ‘34, '35 and ‘36
tournaments were held on the courts at
Bergen and Montgomery Streets, while
the last three were held on the new
courts constructed by the Hudson
County Park Commission, in Lincoln
Park, Jersey City.

The 1938 tournament found Ted
Allen, World Champion, entered in the
competition, but it was not his day and
the title went to William Hamann of
White Plains, New York. 1939 was des-
tined to be truly a New Jersey year and
the most coveted open title in the sev-
eral states adjoining New Jersey went to
New Jersey’s own state champion, Larry
Mahoney. The entries, numbering over
90, included Fieccia, former New York
state champion; William Hamann,
defending tournament title holder, and
then New York state champion;
Kenneth Hurst of Providence, Rhode
Island state champion; Raymond Frye
of Richmond; S. Lane, of Stamford,
Conn.; Harold Seaman, of Hyde Park,
former New York state champion; John
Fultun, of Carlisle, Eastern Pennsyl-
vania champion.
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Mahoney won with an average of
80.9% and a high game of 89.7%, both
of which set new records for New Jersey
competition. Feleccia finished second,
averaging 75% with a high game of
83.7%. Hamann was third with an
average of 75.4% and a high game of
89.2%.

This fine competition amply
rewards the Hudson County men
notably Benjamin Murphy, Thomas
Ellis, Otto Peters, Clare Hume and
Claude Hart, for their tireless efforts to
make their tournament worthy of the
best competitors, New Jersey would
like to take this opportunity to thank
their neighboring state leaders for their
fine cooperation in this and other tour-
naments.

A prime factor in the development
of the game was the organization
throughout the state of numerous
horseshoe clubs. Among the first to
organize was the Pellington Horseshoe
Club of East Orange, Paterson Asso-
ciated Clubs of Paterson, Camden
Horseshoe Club of Camden, Liberty
Horseshoe Club of West Orange and
the Bergen, Audubon and Pershing
Clubs of Jersey City. Others were the
Englewood Horseshoe Club of Engle-
wood, The Forest Hill Club of Newark
and the Watchung Horseshoe and
Social Club of West Orange.

In October 1936, the Bergen,
Audubon and Pershing groups united
to form the Hudson County Horseshoe
Club and in February 1938, this latter
group was incorporated and at the end
of the decade was one of the strongest
units in the State Association, along
with the Englewood Club and the
Forest Hill Club. Of the earlier groups,
Camden and Paterson has indoor
courts for winter pitching, followed by
the Hudson County Club in 1936 and
Forest Hill in 1939.

Indoor pitching during the winter
months has done a lot to keep the
game going through friendly matches
between the various clubs. During the
winter of 1938-1939 several individual
matches were staged by the Hudson
County Clubs and the Englewood

Clubs. The first was a match between
Larry Mahoney and Ted Allen on the
Hudson County Courts. Mahoney won
three out of five averaging 75% against
76.6% for Allen. Vito Fileccia then took
a crack at the Jersey champ on the same
courts but could not win a game even
though he averaged 70.4%. Mahoney
was hot and averaged 81%. William
Hamann, then New York state champi-
on, was the next to feel the sting of the
Jersey champ. Mahoney shot 78% to
win three out of five games, Hamann's
average was 74%. Hamann, however,
avenged his defeat in a match spon-
sored by the Englewood Club by win-
ning three straight games.

New Jersey, while it was not one of
the first states to take up horseshoe
pitching, certainly has come a long way
in the short space of a few years. We
might mention in passing that in 1933
Joe Puglise won the state champi-
onship with an average of only 36%
while in 1938 Mahoney pitched 73.5%
to win the state title.

Before signing off we feel it is imper-
ative to mention some of the men in
the promotional field without which
horseshoes would still be in a “back-
yard”sport. These men may never have
heard plaudits of the crowds for their
pitching ability, but for their efforts to
promote so that others can enjoy their
chosen sport under the best possible
conditions we believe they deserve
equal credit with the most talented
pitchers. We mention D. Eric Brown, of
Camden; W.E. Santoro, of Newark;
Paul Puglise, of Paterson; George
MacNeil, of Absecon; Reynold Santoro,
of Perth Amboy; Lee Davis and Albert
Anderson, of Englewood; Benjamin
Murphy, Thomas Ellis, Otto Peters,
Clare Hume and Claude Hart of Jersey
City and a host of others.

Signed,

CLAUDE E. HART
Secretary-Treasurer

New Jersey

Horseshoe Pitchers Association
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New Club—Where
juniors are special!

d and Eileen Fox,

Dunnellon, FL, did
something!  Results?
Nine new junior pitch-
ers are now participat-
ing in a weekly league
at the brand new Saint
John's Horseshoe Club.
Five of them competed
in the club’s grand
opening tournament
March 17-18, 2000.
Three of them had
already learned to
keep score and did
their share.

Last October, while preparing for opening the new club, Ed &
Eileen, active members of another club, attended a meeting of
the Inverness Home School organization where they spoke on
horseshoe pitching as a possible community educational activi-
ty for students. Tutorial pamphlets, including information on
playing the game, rules, safety, keeping score, and sportsmanship
. were to be presented during the first four weeks of the league.
“Loaner” horseshoes would be available to all participants. A
local dentist would provide “uniform” shirts and caps. Fees are
$13.00 ($5 to join the club and $8 for state and national)

“It's so rewarding to work with our juniors,” said Eileen,
shortly after her husband and club President, Ed presented
awards to their first Junior winners, “many of them are now buy-
ing their own shoes so they can practice before league.”

“I'm so happy to have this trophy because my sister,
Sammantha already has one for piano,” exclaimed ten-year-old
Justin Eddinger as he posed for a photo. His sister received a
certificate for her second place finish, and Justin wanted to
make sure she was in the picture too. Justin voiced that he
hopes the picture is in the newspaper so all his friends can see
it! He eyed his new possession, smiled and said, "horseshoe
pitching is cool.”

i L -
Club’s FIRST Junior Class B Champ, Justin
Eddington, right, proudly displays his first
ever trophy. Sister, Sammantha, received a
certificate for her second place win.

by Billie Sue Pennington

Four of the new Juniors pitched on the following day in “A”
class. Jason Martin, 13, pitched 9.17%, his best ever, to take first
place from second place finisher, 13-year old Jonathan Hasel.
Hannah Mason and Virginia Cotter received certificates for 3rd
and 4th place.

Ed & Cileen did something else for Juniors. During the grand
opening tournament, they held a 50/50 raffle for an educational
bond to be presented on April 15th to the Junior State Cham-
pion. Linda Kaercher, Tournament Director of the Beverly Hills
Horseshoe Club, thought the idea very worthwhile and
announced that she would join the effort by doing the same and
adding to the St. John's fund. Doing something is contagious,
isn't it?

Thanks St. John's Horseshoe Club—"Where Juniors are special!”

GTCRDCN
HORSESHTIES
To purchase shoes

ORDER BY PHONE—TOLL FREE:
888-321-7200

accepted

SEND YOUR CHECK or MONEY ORDER TO:
Gordon Horseshoes

c/o Queen City Forging Co.

233 Tennyson St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45226

e-mail order to: gordon@qcforge.com
Our web site is at http://www.qcforge.com

=
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REGIONAL DRECTORSREPORT

I will be mailing out the revised
2000 Guidelines for Regional Directors
and Assistant Regional Directors in the
near future. Please notify me if you
would like more than one copy.
The NHPA Council has agreed to send
all Regional Directors their subscrip-
~tion of the Newsline magazine via 1st
class mail. If you didn't receive the
March/ April issue 1st class, please let
me know.

I am pleased to announce the
appointment of Randy Collins as
Regional Director of Texas. | am con-
fident that Randy will do a great job for
Texas and the NHPA.

From the Mail Bag

Pat Wembhoff, Nebraska RD reports
that Nebraska has a new website direc-
tor, Gary Smith. Nebraska held their
annual East and West winter officers
meeting in which they discussed the
state tournament and all sanctioned
tournaments.

Elwyn Cooper, Missouri RD reports
that he has compiled the new 2000
Horseshoe Tournament Schedule, and
a list of tournament directors. So,
please contact Elwyn if you're planning
to travel to Missouri this year.

Jim Shilling, Indiana RD reports
that Indiana has scheduled 54 sanc-

tioned tournaments for the 2000 sea-
son. Fifteen of these tournaments are
scheduled indoors at 3 different loca-
tions during the winter months. Jim
has challenged the areas with low
entries in tournaments to go out and
work for entries, either by calling
people and inviting them or to go to
other tournaments to promote their
tournaments.

Dexter Stallings, Tennessee RD
reports that the THPA has sent a check
in the amount of $800 to Mayor Strunk
of Winfield, Tennessee for the purpose
of building six regulation courts at the
Winfield City Park.

Darle Esh, Pennsylvania RD reports
that this year they will have eight new
courts to pitch on in Carnegie, PA.
Their first tournament will be held in
July. Also, there will be some new
courts in Frie, PA. The state will be
replacing the road that goes past the
existing Kuchinski courts, so the courts
will be relocated by the Zoo. The
courts, when completed, will be the
finest in the state with a roof over the
entire area. Completion will be in 2001.

Ken Wilhelm, West Virginia RD
reports that the WVHPA has adopted a
Hall of Fame patch that has been issued
to all Hall of Fame members and to the
next of kin of all deceased members.
Ken also reports the Head-of-the-Mon

Ted Allen

Horseshoes

Since 1938

Designed and pitched by the
only 10 Time World Champion and record

holder of 36 Consecutive Doubles (72 ringers)
DEAD SOFT MEDIUM SOFT MEDIUM HARD

Various Weights & Colors 2 Year Guarantee against breakage

Ted Allen Horseshoes, Inc.
13299 E. County Line Rd., Longmont, CO 80501-9797

MasterCard
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River and the Pre-World Tournaments
both will have $1000 added purses.
Please contact Ken for more information.

MyrtleMay Kamoku, Hawaii, RD
reports that their Y2K Doubles Tourna-
ment opener was a great success. This
two-day event drew 20 teams of pitch-
ers, which was won by Jesse Colon and
Toane (Keoni) Frias with an 8-1 record.
Jesse Colon, the 3 time State Cham-
pion, had a high game of 8§8%!

Pete Imhof, Alaska RD reports that
their State Singles Championships had
25 pitchers. In August they held a
doubles tournament at the Palmer
State Fairgrounds which had a record
74 participants. In the Wintertime they
pitched indoors in a building that
they rent at the Palmer State Fair-
grounds with four regulation courts
complete with heat, kitchen facilities
and bathrooms.

Bud Schardine, Utah RD reports on
some promotion ideas that they have
used in Utah. During tournaments,
they hand out hundreds of schedules ta
people passing by. For the Ogden tour-
nament, Bud made thousands of 8-
1/2" measuring rods and passed them
out to people that came from all over
the U.S. and Canada. Bud says that he
has three raised courts in the basement
of the Springville High School, where,
for the last five years he has sponsored
the Sweetheart Invitational Horseshoe
Tournament for Valentine’s Day. Bud
says that American Fork has build 12
new courts in Northern Utah and soon
will have lights installed.

Don Weaver, Nevada RD reports
that regretfully, the Mesquite Star
Open, scheduled for April 19-24 has
been cancelled, due to the closure of
the Casino/Hotel for financial reasons.
Don will be busy running The City of
Las Vegas Corporate Challenge, May
10-14. This tournament will consist of
800 pitchers competing in the non-
sanctioned event. Don says that every
vear at this tournament, he recruits
around a dozen more people to join
the NHPA. Don also runs a Pro-Am
tournament every year matching NHPA
members with non-members, in order
to interest potential members.




SANCTIONED CLUB/IEAGUENEWS., ...ocscne

The History of the Sanctioned League/Club Program

In 1977, Russell Gadoury intro-
duced a new promotional program to
Donnie Roberts. The NHPA Sanctioned
League/Club Program was then insti-
tuted in 1978.

There were originally thirteen clubs
from eight states—Colorado, Florida,
Indiana, Massachusetts, Minnesota,
Ohio, Virginia and Wisconsin—with a
membership of 806 people. Twenty-
two years later, eight of the original
thirteen are still in existence.

They are:

Denver Metro HSC, Colorado

Suncoast-Beacon HSC, Florida (In
1994 Suncoast-Beacon HSC and Rolan
Homes HSC combined under one
sanction and became the Clearwater
HSC)

St. Moritz HSC, Massachusetts

Twin County HSC, Massachusetts

Tri County HSC, Minnesota

Whetstone HSC, Ohio

Winchester HSC, Virginia

Goldendale HSC, Wisconsin

The five clubs that dropped their
charter club status were: Greater
Lafayette Area HSC, Indiana, Greater
Lowell HSC, Massachusetts, Heritage
Winter Horseshoe League, Massachu-

setts, Rapidar Horseshoe League,
Minnesota and West Side HSC,
Massachusetts.

The eight charter clubs that are still
in existence today should be very
proud of their dedication to the Sanc-
tioned League/Club Program.

In 1985, Terrence Dougherty and
Donnie Roberts established the Sanc-
tioned Junior Leagues. With the hopes
to promote horseshoe pitching among
our youth.

The Sanctioned League/Club Pro-
gram promotes the development of new
clubs and leagues by all who are inter-
ested In playing horseshoes. It provides
National recognition for the accom-
plishments by pitchers and clubs.

With the month of May, brings the
beginning of most of the league play. A
few things to remember when starting
leagues, please send in your member-

ship reports as soon as possible. All
members pitching on a sanctioned
league must carry a NHPA card. One
other important fact, always include on
all reports submitted whether the
pitcher is 40°, 30", women, junior boys,
or girls.

As of the end of March, we have
eight new clubs formed so far for this
year. This is great. Keep on promoting
horseshoes in your community.

Have a good horseshoe season to
everyone. May we all have lots of
ringers and fun.

MR. @ HORSESHOES

"THE SHOE THAT FITS”
DESIGNED AND BALANCED FOR THE FLIP

— Order Diract From —
MR. D. HORSESHOES, BOX 394, POST, TEXAS 79356

JOHNNY DAVENPORT
806/495-2630

or Contact
Your NHPA Representative

THE MR. D. SHOE HAS EXTRA, EXTRA HEAVY HEALS
— PERFECT BALANCE FOR THE FLIP

THE TOE OF THE MR. D SHOE 1S SMOOTH WITH A
GOOD SLANT ON THE TOP SIDE FOR AN EASY GRIP
AND A SOFT TOUCH DELIVERY

THE CALK ON THE BOTTOM OF THE MR. D SHOE
WILL INTERLOCK ONTO THE TOP OF THE FIRST
SHOE PITCHED, TO HELP PREVENT THE SECOND
SHOE FROM REBOUNDING BACK OFF THE STAKE

THE BALANCE AND THE INTER-LOCKING FEATURE
OF THE MR. D. SHOE IS PATENTED

$50.00 per pair
Postage paid to the 48 contiguous states
Texas residents add $3.63 sales tax

PATENT NUMBER 5,704,857
— L-M-H Weights —
With or Without Ringer Breaker
CAST FROM ALLOY STEEL

Guaranteed one year against breakage
NO SHOES SENT ON CONSIGNMENT

ARE YOU TIRED OF FLIPPING A SHOE THAT IS
DESIGNED TO BE TURNED?

The edges of the Mr. D. Shoe are not round like they
are on other shoes. The extra, extra heavy heels tend
to keep the heels down as the shoe rings the stake,
giving the square edges, and the calks on the bottom
of the heels a better chance to grab the pit surface, or
the other shoes on the stake, to prevent the shoe
from turning around. This will lessen the chance of it
being knocked off the stake.

An ideal flip has the shoe coming to the stake as it
has just leveled out. Sometimes our aim is off just
enough that the point, or heel, of the shoe will hit the
stake as the shce cemes in. The points of the heel of
the Mr. D. Shoe are at a slant, so that the first part of
the shoe 1o hit the siake is on a plane with the bottom
of the shoe. This forces the point of the shoe down,
therefore; the extra, extra heavy heels on the Mr. D.
Shoe will force the calks on the bottom of the shoe
into the pit. The “dead soft" rating then entices the
shoe to drop next to the stake for a point.

Because the heel of the Mr. D. Shoe is so heavy,
sometimes the heel that doesn't hit the stake will jerk
around the rear of the stake. This causes the other
heel, that is now holding onte the pit surface, to hook
the stake for a ringer as the shoe turns around the
stake.

Shoes with hardened points, that hit the stake in this
manner when flipped, have a tendency to jump away
from the stake and spin to the rear, out of scoring
range.

Shoes with blunt points, or shoes flipped with the
slope of the heels going up, makes the top plane of
the shoe to be the first part of the heel to hit the stake.
This, more apt that not, will cause the shoe to flip over
backwards and come to rest several inches from the
stake - a lot of times out of scoring range.
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ALABAMA
President Bobby Holland sincerely
thanked Jim Harris, Mike Byram and Phil
Bragg for all their help with the construc-
tion of the new winter courts in
Huntsville. Alabama members but also
pitchers from Tennessee and Georgia
- who helped to inaugurate them this win-
ter really appreciate these new courts.

ARIZONA

The 9th Annual Quartzsite Main Event
Tournament hosted 180 pitchers from 22
states and 2 provinces. Myrna Kissick of
Alberta won the short distance champi-
onship and Mason Walker of UT took 40’
honors. Congratulations to Ernie Swann,
the newly elected charter president.

EASTERN NEBRASKA

Steve Barry, sec /treas. reports that the
ENHPA membership voted unanimously
at their open meeting to donate $250
annually to the NHPF (provided charter
funds are available). This charter requests
that other charters consider the NHPF at
their next open meeting. He says you'll be
amazed at how easily a donation is
accepted by a group.

FLORIDA

On March 30th more than 300 specta-
tors were on hand at the "Town Square”
to watch Walter Ray Williams, Jr. give a
pitching exhibition. He used a wireless
“mike” to answer questions from the
audience during the demonstration.
Billie Sue Pennington was on hand to
assist and dad Ray obligingly acted as the
"obstacle” for some trick pitching.

HAWAII

Kimo David won tournament champi-
on honors, at a mid-Feb. tournament on
Oahu, with 10 wins and 2 losses and an
- average of 45.58%. Also on Oahu, in
March the team of Jesse Colon, Theresa
Yoon and Debra Winget were crowned
tournament champions after winning an
exciting playoff game.

IOWA

Joseph Smith closed out his Junior
trust account of over $1000, opened a
personal checking account and the first
check he wrote was for a 3-year subscrip-
tion to Newsline. What a great example
for other Junior pitchers, and adults.

Youth director, Dennis Smith received
executive board approval to make a film
at lowa tournaments that will show every
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aspect of the game and which will be
used as a teaching tool in schools.

The 1st Jowa Winter Games included
indoor horseshoe pitching and it’s expect-
ed the publicity will assist in the "new
membership” drive as many individuals
had the opportunity to compete in a
tournament atmosphere and “liked it.”

Harold and Lois Garner will be busy
making a "horseshoe float” to parade at
the State Fair in Des Moines.

KENTUCKY

This association kicked off their 2000
season on February 12th in Tennessee at
the Jack Freeman Courts. They sent spe-
cial thanks to Jack for the use of the facil-
ities and to Mary Bastian for all her help.
Walter Ray Williams, Jr. was on hand to
compete; Joan Elmore pitched 79.4% to
win the tournament.

LOUISIANA

Harahan celebrated the end of their
season with an awards banquet. Special
awards winners, who had the option of
choosing a shirt or jacket embroidered
with the HHPA logo, were Billy Dean for
Rookie of the Year; Norman Pratts and
Mary Chrismer for Most Improved; John
Dasa and Janet Lilley for Sportspersons
of the Year; Pat Strain received the
President’s Award. Bob Hogan, current
president of both the LSHPA and HHPA
and Gerald Sneary, president of the
Shreveport Assocation, were inducted
into the LSHPA Hall of Fame. Congratu-
lations to all these winners.

MICHIGAN

Ralph Matchko pitched 10,106 shoes
in 42 tournaments during 1999. He won
1st place 12 times and 3rd place 6 times.
Dean Schmitz of the Mt. Clemens Indoor
HPC has a goal to have all clubs in the
U.S. give their local public libraries a sub-
scription to Newsline. His club has started
off this campaign by gifting a three-year
subscription to the Mt. Clemens Public
Library.

MINNESOTA

Regional Director Ward Lutz has had
business cards printed with their website
address and other contact information.
They are available to all members for use
as a promotional tool by passing out to
anyone new they talk to about horse-
shoes. New president Jerry LaBrosse urges
members to use the lure of the next 2

World Tournaments to introduce Juniors
to our sport.

The new Hall of Fame trailer will be
making trips to many tournaments dur-
ing the year and will be on site in
Bismarck during the World Tournament
in August.

MISSOURI

President Joe Faron was asked by the
director of the State Fair if the MOHPA
would be interested in adding more days
of horseshoe pitching during the fair for a
total of six days. They (the Fair people)
will build and install 4 additional courts.

Three time women'’s State Champion
Tracy Sherman was inducted into both
the St. Louis Women's Bowling Associa-
tion and the Missouri State Bowling
Association Halls of Fame.

Posting some impressive numbers is
the New Melle HSC with 162 members
and the First Capitol Ladies’ League,
formed in 1996, with 69 members rang-
ing in age from 24-70.

Earl Winston, diagnosed last fall with
prostate cancer, has been undergoing
radiation therapy, which seems to be
working. Keep up the prayers!

NEW JERSEY

Ed and Frank McCrink are again
donating $1000 to be added to the prize
fund for the Joe McCrink Senior
Memorial Open held in July. The “Bob
2000" in honor of Robert Goulet will
have $2000 in prize money.

Anne Marie reported that New Year's
Eve with Robert Goulet was a night she’ll
"never forget.” A new award for “service”
will be presented each year to a member
for their contributions at tournaments.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

The NCHPA Hall of Fame and Don
Titcomb Library building, located at the
Yolo Court complex in Davis, has been
completed and will be dedicated follow-
ing a tournament on April 29th. This
permanent building was the brainchild
of NCHPA secretary/treasurer Jerry
Smith, who has spent thousands of hours
over the past 3-4 years making sure it
became a reality. Selling “building bricks”
at $50 each to the members financed the
endeavor.

NORTH CAROLINA
Wilkesboro will be the host for the
2000 State Tournament on their 24 new




courts. Susan Sellers, a Senior Center
Director, avid NHPA supporter and
founder of the Richmond Ringers HSC,
has obtained a grant which she plans to
use to purchase memberships (already
has paid for 8) and provide transporta-
tion to four tournaments this year. She
will also purchase some new equipment
that will include videos for teaching the
pitchers and conduct mini clinics and
mini tournaments for senior citizens.

OHIO

Dan Sanders, 3rd VP and NHPA
Regional Director encourages clubs to
join the Sanctioned Club/League pro-
gram and take advantage of NHPA “full”
membership, liability insurance, awards
and the Junior Scholar Program. For
those who can’t wait to re-visit Green-
ville you can sign-up for the "Ringer
Classic” in July by contacting Jerry
Williams @ 937-548-4586. Entry dead-
line is June 17th. Dave Justine thinks the
"Sports Cluster” is an effective tool for
horseshoe pitchers. To learn more write
him at 95 E. Ralston Ave., Akron, OH
44301. New newsletter editor Lisa
Conley does a good job.

OREGON

Ben Wiedrich was tournament cham-
pion (407) at the Valley of the Sun
Tournament in Arizona. LaVerne Ewing,
former Senior Women World Champion
lost the short distance championship to
former Open Women World Champion,
Bev Nathe (MN) in a playoff game. The
Player of the Year award was presented to

BILL. VANDERBURG
HORSESHOE COMPANY

50 Avalon Place
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada
N2M 4N6

(905) 567-9717
(519) 575-9163

THE SHOES OF THE FUTURE

Marvin Tatchio. Oregon pitchers throw-
ing a 90% or better game in Oregon tour-
naments receive $25 cash.

TENNESSEE

Jack Freeman has opened a can of
worms by suggesting a temporary increase
in dues to fund the building of a perma-
nent Hall of Fame for the NHPA. Several
years ago he was told that this had been
being considered for about 50 years (the
building) and rather than waste another
50 years talking about it says it's time to
get the job done. Jack backs up his talk
with action and has donated the land on
which to build.

WASHINGTON

Vey Allen is the new Regional Director
for Washington which had previously
been combined with Oregon and Idaho
under Rick Rebman.

The Junior committee, headed by Art
Sperber, holds raffles during the year to
help finance junior pitchers going to the
World Tournament.

Brandon Lund took top honors in #'s
3 and 4 of the Winetrout Series and 6th
place in #5 which dad, Gaylord won and
in which they both pitched exactly the
same percentage.

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA

A new award in honor of Ed Blum
will be presented to the WPHPA member
who pitches in the most tournaments
within the WPHPA. The Al Zadroga
Memorial Award will be presented to the
individual who wins his or her class each

time in 3 designated tournaments. Steve
Morris is to be commended for all his
work in setting up websites and the
WPHPA history pages.

WEST VIRGINIA

WYV, as do many other states, publishes
a yearly calendar of events booklet in
which tournaments can be listed. Contact
your local C of C or visitors bureau.

Charlie Bunner asked the Marion
County Commission for funds and has
been awarded 2 grants—$1000 for a pro-
am tournament in July and $2000 for the
"Head of the Mon" tournament in late
May all to be added to the prize funds.

The Affiliated Horseshoe Pitchers and
MCPARC has programmed two pitching
events to be held during the 19th annual
Three Rivers Festival in hopes of attract-
ing new pitchers. This club also had a
horseshoe display set up at the recent
Outdoor Living Show.

WISCONSIN

Curt Bestul has been chosen as
WHPA's "Man of the Century” because of
his dominant presence and his lasting
contributions to horseshoes in the state.
Curt was part of the group that lobbied
for WI to join the NHPA in 1967 and
under his leadership the Fau

Claire Club hosted the 1987 World
Tournament. Eau Claire, but not Curt, is
bidding for the 2002 W.T. This state has
the most pitcher profiles on the NHPA
website (11) and urges members to “be
daring” and add their profiles to the site.

PRO-STAR: Designed for the flip, can be thrown up or down, Weight L-M-H, second to none.
CAN-AM: (CAST) A super shoe for the three-quarter turn, one and a-quarter and one and three-quarter turn. L-M-H

VIP: (CAST) Designed for the flip and the three-quarter turn. Has a good heavy lug. Thrown by the Canadian
Women’s Champ (1993) at 80.1%. Weight - M-H. (You’ll love them). Thrown by the Junior World Champ 1996-82.3, 1997-78.5%

CONDOR: (CAST) Designed for the flip. Perfectly balanced. Thumb indentation. Can be thrown up or down. Lugs
down. Weight 2.8 /2.9 /2.10 Ibs. L-M-H (super in flight)

PRICE: $43.00—Shipping & Taxes extra. 1 year guarantee / Order through your NHPA Representative
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NHPA INTERNET WEBSIT

ur NHPA Website focus is
now on building you a “live”
website designed to bring the

2000 Bismarck, ND World Tournament
home to you that are unable to attend.
[t is our goal to provide you with more
- detailed tournament results, pictures,
and interactive features like ICQ, e-
mail, chats, message post, guest book,
and other forms of communication.
Look for video and still pictures, action
shots of games and the crowds, daily
class results after each shift throughout
the entire two-week tournament—all
to keep you posted on your family and
friends at the tournament.

We are experimenting with posting
some key-game score sheets on the
Internet immediately after the game
has ended. Such key games will be the
Championship game of a division, or
a game that has set new World Tourna-

ment records.

When are you scheduled to pitch? If
you pitch the first week and return
home, check the website to follow the
action of the second week. Or, if you
dont arrive until the second week,
check the website before leaving to see
how the earlier classes are doing. And if
you are not lucky enough to attend the
2000 World Tournament, check the
website daily and follow the entire
tournament.

Visit us on the "live” NHPA website
between July 31 and August 12 at
www.horseshoepitching.com and any
other time, before and after the World
Tournament.

Want to manage your Charter
NatStats files better? Those having PCs
with Windows95/98 and Microsoft
Excel may find them useful in reading

'T-Shirts

“If Horses Ruled the World”

See 1t 1n color on our website or send SASE for brochure.

White, 100% pre-shrunk cotton t-shirts
$15 (S-XL, Youth 10-12) $16 (XXL) $17 (XXXL)
$3 Shipping—FL residents add 6.75%

Thunderbird Designs, Inc.

333 Falkenburg Rd., A-104, Tampa, FL 33619
(888) 467-7331 Fax (813) 651-1872
www.equipolar.com
VISA, Mastercard, Amex accepted. Quantity discounts available.
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and/or sorting your NatStats Charter
files. This can be done by importing
(copy and paste) data from the NHPA
website into a blank Excel spreadsheet.

O.K., here we go...

1. Go to the NHPA website front page.
The NatStats files are listed in the small
blue bar at the top of page. This bar is
divided into seven links (or sections);
the first four links have approximately
fourteen or fifteen NatStats Charter text
files in each.

2. Open the NatStats file you want to
sort.

3. Go to edit in the upper tool bar on
your screen.

4. Select All or (Ctrl +A).

5. Copy. Now you have copied the file
to your clipboard. You can now exit the
website or minimize it.

6. Open a new file in Excel or any
other spreadsheet program you are
using.

7. Go to edit in upper tool bar.

8. Paste. This will paste the entire file
in the first column. “"Don‘t panic, you
are doing well.”

9. Highlight column "A."
10. Co to Data in upper tool bar.

11. Choose, Text to columns. This will
bring up another window that will
walk you through how many columns
you want the file separated into.

Now that you have the file converted
to columns, you can sort ascending or
descending by name, ringer percentage,
category, or number of tournament
pitched.

This is how Toumament Directors
and Statisticians can better manage
their Charter Natstats files using
Microsoft Excel. 1 am not sure how
other spreadsheet programs work, but
am sure there are many similarities to
Excel and I hope you can figure them
out by this, my first teaching lesson on
computer programs.




NHPFCONTRIBUTION UPDATE

uring the months of February
Dand March, 38 contributions

totaling $2,849 were received
and deposited to the NHPF endow-
ment fund account. We thank all
those who have pitched in and
encourage others to get involved.
Alabama came in with their first
donations bringing to 45 the num-
ber of states we have heard from. If
your state is one of the few still miss-
ing from our list, we would like to
encourage you to send a check to get
your Charter started.

Also, since the bulk of donation
activity has been confined to the top
24 states listed, we remind fellow
members residing in those other
states that their donations are wel-
come too. The NHPF needs support
from as many charters and members
as we can get. Help spread the posi-
tive word and remember to mention
that donations are tax deductible.
Checks made out to the NHPF can
be mailed to 140 Sierra Blanca Ct.,
Grass Valley, CA 95945.

NHPF Year End Financial Report

INCOME 1999
Transfer NHPA Hall of Fame CD Funds 0
Individual, Charter & Club Donations ~ $37,067
Hall of Fame Banquet 3555
Joelton Court Fees Collected 3,811
Miscellaneous Cash Donations 2,019
Account Interest Earned 9,502
Prior Year Interest Adjustment 357
Total Income $56,311
EXPENSE

IRS Exempt Organization Fee 0
NHPF Formation Attorney Fees 0
Tennessee Property Taxes 938
Tennessee Secy of State Report Fee 20
Joelton Courts Annual Lease 1
Electrical Contractor Work 0
Hall of Fame Banquet 1773
Promotional items 183
Professional Accounting Fees 825
Business Service Account Fee 125
Total Expense $ 3,865
Net Cash Asset Gain(Loss) $52,446
Prior Year ending Account Balance 187,590
Year End Cash Account Balance $240,036

Note: These figures compiled by the NHPF Treasurer.

by Dave Loucks

Contributions received in February and March

Donating $10-40
Clyde Rains, IL

Jerry Steadham, TX
Bennie Underwood, TX
Steve Barry, NE

Dave Loucks, CA
Randy Joines, NC
Victor Magnus, WA
James Harris, AL

Art Moran, MN

Billie Sue Pennington, FL
Mickey Gillette, MO
Music City H.C., TN
William Brin, CA

Donating $50-90
Robert Power, IL
Boyd Hageman, NE

Mt. Clemens Indoor
H.C., MI
Rufus Harris, KY
Carol Cramer, TN
Hank Irwin, TN
Oscar & Jeannette Manns,
OH
Sacramento H.C., CA
In memory of Holland Payne

Donating $100-150

Archie & Connie Filley, ND
St Cloud H.C., FL

Jim Link, WA

Lee Wallace, OR

Tom Westbrook, SC

Ed Dowling, CA

Orlando H.C,, FL

C.N. Bert Mannix, MT

Brevard County H.C., FL
Het Birchfield, TN

Stone Mountain H.C., GA
Alabama HPA

On behalf of Bill Calhoun

Donating $250
Eastern Nebraska HPA

Joelton Court Fees $510

Joelton
Misc collections $63

680 contributions plus court
fees, banquet revenue and
miscellaneous cash total
$92,065 in individual dona-
tions deposited through
4/10/00.

How your state ranks in number and dollars contributed

1. Tennessee, 25 4. Massachusetts, for $1,246 32. Idaho, 4
for $18,215 5 for $3,965 19. Indiana, 11 for $185
2. California, 73 5. Minnesota, 66 for $985 33. Wyoming, 3
f 8,859
or $ : for $2,779 20 Kielsrastes; 13 for $182
3. ?eorgla, 7 6. Wisconsin, 35 for $939 34. Arkansas, 4
or $5,460
for $2,775 21. Mlinois, 27 for $135
7. Oregon, 25 for $900 35. Louisiana, 2
ko 52,207 22. Pennsylvania, for $125
1998 1997 8. Colorado, 22 18 for $852 36. Alaska, 1
0 $160,353 f 2,496
o876 - 217 o ? ‘ 23. Nevada, 6 Bl
3,330 1,052 9. 11\64158011% 29 for $840 37.Alabama, 2
or $2,395
1,060 360 % DT T —— for $120
; 60? - 2;3 10. No. Carolina, for $715 38. New
I ! 38 for $2,262 :
344 0 i 25. New York, 8 Hampshire, 2
$42,091 $172,617 11. Florida, 30 for $360 for $105
for $2,043
) 26. So. Carolina, 39. Oklahoma, 3
0 $465 12. Michigan, 39 8 for $335 for $100
$13,020 for $2,040 .
912 . 27. West Virginia, Al Newrbloniug,
0 13. Ohio, 44 for 9 for $280 1 for $100
1 $1,756 .
9500 28. Montana, 3 41. Arizona, 3
: 14. Texas, 13 for $89
2,300 : ’ for $250
for $1,645
195 : 42. Utah, 2
29, Connecticut,
600 15. Kansas, 15 10 for $216 for $80
125 for $1,442 e
$26,653 $465 30. North 43. Virginia, 4
i 16. Kentucky, 15 Dakota. 3 for $73
172,152 ! for $205 44 Maryland, 2
$187,590 $172,152 17. Washington, 31 South for $50
16 for $1,275 Dakota, 7 45. Delaware, 1
18. lowa, 15 for $191 for $7
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New MELLE Music Gty MarcH Up

by Mary Bastian

According to Joe Faron, the pitchers
representing the New Melle Horse-
shoe Club were already planning for
2001 as their chartered bus headed up
Interstate 24 to St. Louis. The final
score—Music City’'s 102.5 to New
~ Melle’s 83.5—did not set too well
with some of the pitchers and the
strategy began.

Forty-eight pitchers and others from
New Melle began arriving by mid-
afternoon on Friday, March 11, step-
ping off the bus wearing St. Louis
Rams headdress (as if that was going to
intimidate the Tennessee Team). That
night, the group kept their standing
reservation to feast on catfish at The
Rawlings in nearby Joelton and later
practiced horseshoes at the Courts. Joe
Faron and Rich Altis handled the
arrangements from Missouri while
Jack Freeman and Mary Bastian
worked out the details in Tennessee.

The format for this tournament
works very well. Games are 50 shoes
cancellation and ties remain ties. A
committee makes match-ups between
plavers in the classes and win/losses
are recorded for those designated
" pitchers and then tallied for the flight.
The first flight, Saturday morning, was
made up of six 6-person classes. Five
6-person classes made up the second
flight on Saturday afternoon and one
flight of six 6-person classes pitched
on Sunday morning. Total wins were
announced after each flight. Music
City led after the first flight and kept
their lead after the second flight of
the day.

Talking comeback, the Missouri
pitchers left the courts for the lights
of Nashville and a meal and enter-
tainment at the Nashville Palace.
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Smelling victory, the Music City play-
ers went home.

On Sunday morning, play got
underway at 9:00 a.m. with both
groups pitching fervently. After the
final shoes were thrown, the commit-
tee retired behind closed doors to tally
the final result. Meanwhile, the pitch-
ers decided to eat their requested meal
consisting of barbecue, white beans,
slaw, Mexican cornbread and pine-
apple-orange cake and wait for the
results,

The final ceremonies began with
the presentation of certificates to
Gavin Hughes and Coy Bishop, two
Juniors from Missouri, who were the
first ever Juniors to pitch in the Match
Up. Joe Faron, hoping to distract the
Music City pitchers from the trophy,
presented a pseudo Vince Lombardy
trophy to Jack Freeman. Jack accepted
it graciously but said he also wanted
the real thing. Joe solemnly presented
it to him. The final score was Music
City 102.5 to New Melle’s 83.5.

New Melle had 49 pitchers present.
Music City had 31 pitchers from
Tennessee, Alabama, Kentucky, and
Ohio. Total payback was $1,020 with
first places paying $35 and second
places $25 in all classes.

Many people helped to make this
tournament a success. Special thanks
to all the scorekeepers; tournament
directors Jack Freeman and Joe Faron,
who kept the good-natured rivalry
going; Bobby Cook, the official MCHC
photographer; Roy Evans, who signed
in the pitchers and took their money;
Frances Dickerson, who put score-
sheets on the clipboards and kept the
coffeepot full; and Donnie Roberts,
who checked all the scoresheets and
also sold game related items. Paul
Stewart was present and kept score
with a new program using a computer
and two monitors. Duane Goodrich of
Kansas wrote this pilot program.

Jack Freeman, facility director at the
Courts, had this to say about the tour-
nament— "This was another great tour-
nament and due primarily to the peo-
ple involved. It is always a pleasure to
have the New Melle horseshoe pitchers
come pitch horseshoes with us at the
Courts in Joelton. They are lively and
full of enthusiasm and love to beat up
on the Music City horseshoe pitchers.”

1 always encourage Joe Faron and
the group to visit the local night spots,
dance a lot, stay up late and then
spend the rest of the time socializing
(anything that will wear them out). I
also appreciate the can of Spray they
gave me. | had never seen it before. It
was labeled: Horseshoe Whoop A. Joe
asked me to read the directions for
everyone. The directions read:

"Use only when you feel the uncon-
trollable urge to whoop somebody’s
a__." Tt was, "Made especially for the
New Melle Horseshoe Club.” Special
instructions were to: "Use it sparingly
when pitching against out-of-state
opponents, ESPECIALLY AT JOELTON,
TN so they don't get discouraged and
not invite us back.”

Music City won the contest, 102.5
to 83.5

I sent Joe Faron this note: Joe, [ will
confess, T used the whole can. [t was
an unselfish thing for you to do, to
share this with us, and we certainly
thank you. This was the widest margin
of defeat, for either group, since we
started this series. Could you please
send me 3 or 4 more cans? Our Indoor
State Championship Tournament is
coming up pretty soon. Thanks, Jack.

We are thinking about taking a bus
to New Melle for the Match Up on
October 21. If any non-Missouri horse-
shoe pitcher is interested in pitching
for Music City, please get in touch with
Bobby Cook (615-876-7689), Jack
Freeman (615-383-5568) or Mary
Bastian (616-794-5620) for details.

Above: Joe Faron and Jack Freeman read
directions on “Horseshoe Whoop-A can.




The Reynolds
Horseshoe Club

by Betty Burlingame

Just off Route #94, on 91st Street,
West of Reynolds, Illinois, is the former
dairy farm of Keith and Virginia
Doonan. The tidy yard, bamn, and out-
buildings are a testament to the love
and dedication of this couple to their
farm. Included on the property is a
large metal building—the former
machine shed.

In 1986, after retiring from actively
farming, Keith was interested in pursu-
ing his hobby of horseshoes. Six horse-
shoe courts were built at the American
Legion Park in Reynolds, but they had
no indoor space for winter play. All
Keith’s machinery had been sold off,
and he offered his shed.

Plastic sheeting was hung to close
off a 9-foot end. Stakes were just driven
into limestone to form a court, and

. kerosene heaters were used at first. One

of the men, suffering from emphysema,
was bothered by the kerosene fumes,
so a gas heater was installed. Soon
another court was added, a permanent
wall and insulation, a seating area, a
paint job. Some of the men said they'd
help pay for concrete to pave the floor,
and they pitched in $50 a piece. They
obtained free blue clay at the Peerless
Brickyard in Galesburg,

Thus, The Sports Palace, its formal
name, came to be a bright and wel-
come winter gathering place for the
pitchers and card players. Monday
mornings are open for Euchre players

Left: The Reynolds
Horseshoe Club

Above and right:
Palmer Pitching
Palace

only. Tables and chairs are set up and
then put away at noon. No wagering!

There have been 5 or 6 leagues, each
year, the last few winters, averaging 28
pitchers. Not all of the leagues are sanc-
tioned, in order to promote horseshoes
and get new members. Some of the
men pitch on more than one league.
The members pay $50 a year to help
pay for the lights and heat, and can
pitch or practice at any time all year.
Doors are always open. League play is
$1 a week for prizes and end-of-year
banquet.

Palmer Pitching Palace
by Bill Marvin

Ed and Nellie Fleming like the small
Central Illinois village of Palmer. They
have lived just outside of town on their
20 acres for 40 years. Ed has had a vari-
ety of jobs, including construction
work, owner/operator of a meat pro-
cessing business and he is a retired coal
miner. He looks after the rental pro-
perty that he and Nellie own. But Ed
and Nellie are also the owners of the
Palmer Pitching palace, Illinois’ newest
and finest horseshoe pitching facility.

When Ed retired from the mine, he
and Nellie, who is in the banking busi-
ness, decided they would not go to
Florida to play horseshoes in the win-
ter. They decided instead to stay in
Mllinois where they could pitch with
their friends and neighbors, What start-
ed as a dream and a line of chalk in a
field on a cool November day in 1998,
was christened the Palmer Pitching

Palace in February 1999. Also known
as the "Bear Creek Baptist Temple”
because of Sunday play, regular pitch-
ing is on Tuesday nights and Saturdays.

The building is 90x96’, hasa 17-1/2
ceiling, contains over 100 vards of
concrete, 44 four-bulb 8" fluorescent
light fixtures, and overhead garage
doors on both ends that provide venti-
lation in the summer. Darrel Rhodes, a
long-time neighbor, served as head
engineer throughout the project. There
is a kitchen and dining area that seats
10, as well as an office which serves as
headquarters during Sanctioned Tour-
naments. The seating area for specta-
tors has been raised so there is a clear
view of all courts.

The crown jewels in the Palace are
the electric scoreboards for each of the
eight courts that track shoes pitched
and the score for each player. The clay
came from Chenoa, Illinois, long-rec-
ognized as some of the finest in the
World. As with the rest of the project, it
was first class all the way.

Ed and Nellie are excited about hav-
ing this great pitching facility. Nellie is
an "A” pitcher in Illinois, and Ed is, as
they say, “Working on his game.” They
believe horseshoes will continue to
grow in popularity and have chosen
to put their money where their mouths
are. They feel fortunate to be able to
contribute to our sport, and hope
everyone will have the chance to visit
them.
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1999
Membership
Awards
Announced

he final stats for the 1999
I membership year have been
compiled and although our
membership was down slightly for
1998, some Charters did show an
increase in membership and will
receive membership awards at the
2000 NHPA Awards Banquet held
each year to benefit the National
Horseshoe Pitchers Foundation.

The following membership
Awards will be presented in Bismarck,
ND. For the largest increase in Adult
membership, Texas, with an increase
of 39 members. To Minnesota, for the
eighth straight year, for having the
most Junior members with 138. To
New York for having the largest
increase in Junior membership. They
went from 44 in 1998 to 59 in 1999.
An increase of 15 Juniors. The award
for the largest increase in Adult mem-
bership, based on percentage, will go
to Mississippi. The Mississippi
Charter had an increase of 22.22 per-
cent. The last award is the Bob Pence
Memorial Award. It is presented to
the charter with the largest Adult
membership. For the tenth straight
vear, the Missouri charter tops the list
with 897 adult members.

If your charter is to receive a mem-
bership award, plan on attending this
year’s awards banquet to show your
support for the accomplishments of
your charter.

Let’s Adopt True Cancellation

by Sol Berman

NHPA Promotion Director Bob

Dunn wrote, “The general public
currently views horseshoe pitching as
an old-fashioned sport and rather
dull.

“The 1997 Convention had a good
opportunity to offer some change to
our sport by voting for true cancella-
tion.

"It would have been a nice step for-
ward to speed up our game and avoid
some of the nuisance delays that dis-
tract from spectator appeal.”

The rule change would modernize
the game by:

I n the May/June, 1999 Newsline,

1. Speeding up the action.

2, Save time by not having to dig and
measuring for close shoes.

3. Doing away with calipers and feel-
er gauges.

4. Making the game more interesting
to watch.

S. If all three scoring systems were
used, count-all and true cancellation
scoring would give you the same com-
parative score.

6. Increasing the low percentage
pitchers’ chances of scoring single
points. A 20% pitcher has 8 out of
every 10 shoes that can either score a
point or two or cancel one’s oppo-
nent’s shoe or shoes.

7. 99% of the stakes are moveable thus
measuring to see which shoe is closest
to the stake is meaningless.

8. True cancellation scoring, scores
ringers and shoes that are within 6
inches of the stake in the same manner
as count-all.

Name

Stay Informed—Keep Subscription Current
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9. Bob Dunn spent three years using
true cancellation scoring to prove the
above facts (Minneapolis league).

10. Quoit scoring is only suited for
Quoits, and not for horseshoes,
because of the shape of the shoes and
the fact that a horseshoe has an open
end and comes in over 40 different
models.

Using our present quoit scoring sys-
tem for cancellation, in the sketch on
the left (above), the poorly thrown
black shoe scores a single point while
the two white shoes thrown within a
hair of being ringers are cancelled. The
two white shoes were thrown open
and couldn’t have come any closer to
being ringers. Yet, they were both
cancelled because the black shoe is
slightly closer. The player with the
white horseshoes is actually penalized
for pitching an open shoe.

In the sketch on the right (above),
the two white shoes were not thrown
as accurately as the two on the left but
yet they both score single points
because they are now closer than the
black shoe. How much sense does this
make?

If you were playing count-all, both
sketches would score 2-1 for the white
shoes. If using True Cancellation, both
sketches would score 1-0 for the white
shoes. Using our present cancellation
method, in the left sketch, it’s 1-0
black shoes.

True Cancellation allows any shoe
within 6 inches of the stake to cancel
an opponent’s shoe anywhere within
the scoring radius. If a shoe thrown a
foot short that hops on the stake can
cancel a perfectly thrown ringer, does-
n't it make sense to have close shoes
within scoring distance cancel each
other as well? True Cancellation scor-
ing would bring a much-needed
improvement to an old-fashioned
game. Isn't it time we adopted it?




BMHC Hosis Free
Horseshoe Pitching Clinic

Essex, Maryland—On April 15,
2000, Baltimore Metro Horseshoe
Club hosted the fourth annual
Horseshoe Pitching Clinic at its Back
River Neck Recreation indoor clay
courts. The clinic was well attended as
pitchers responded to notices pub-
lished in numerous area papers and
public library branches. Of the 37 par-
ticipants, 22 were new to BMHC.

BMHC was honored to have Elbert
Shifflett of the Frederick Horseshoe
Club assist at the dinic. Elbert is the
top Maryland pitcher and is currently
nationally ranked 13th with a 75.22%
ringer average. Participants thoroughly
enjoyed and commented on the great
tips Elbert bestowed on fellow pitchers
during the clinic. Grant "Pappy”
Powers, former eight time Maryland
Class A Champion, with a current
45.93% average in the Elder Men class
also offered advice to novice and expe-
rienced pitchers.

The premise of the dinic was to
introduce pitchers to the “sport” of
horseshoe pitching. While many have
participated in the “picnic” wvariety,
they were unfamiliar with the history
of the sport, regulation equipment,
rules, scoring and various styles of
pitching.

BMHC has been fortunate to have
John Passmore as a new member. This
former 1975 Junior Champion retains
the world record for the highest per-
cent, seven games of 89.5% with 702
ringers and 784 shoes. Since pitching
in the Men’s division he placed 5th in
Indiana State with 70.8% average. In
1977, John pitched a 75% tourna-
" ment in New Castle, Indiana and in
1993 was Men’s Champion Class—
Alaska State Champion with a 68%
ringer average. John expertly provided
the history of horseshoe and distin-
guished the difference between types
of horseshoes available for pitching.
He also provided expert commentary
on rules and etiquette of the sport, as
Zachary Watters, Jr, Maryland Class
“B” champion with a current 45.16%
average; and Janet Miller, Maryland
Class “C" champion with a current
24.52% average, did everything
"wrong” during their pitching session.

Throughout the course of the skit,
experienced pitchers were heard to
murmur, “I didn't know that,” as John
commented on a rule, etiquette or
sportsmanship infraction,

BMHC member, Terry Hitzelberger,
currently 22.0% average, used his
welding instructor skills to demon-
strate the construction of both indoor
and outdoor regulation courts. Terry
has donated many man-hours to
building, upgrading and maintaining
BMHC’s 20 indoor and outdoor
courts. As any tournament director
knows, you can never have too many
scorekeepers. Therefore, BMHC Presi-
dent, Wayne Ploughman, Maryland
Class A pitcher with a current 54.09%
average, demonstrated the proper
usage of "hugs and kisses” aka. "O
and X“ in official score keeping.

Then the breakout session, where
pitchers could get their hands dirty.

Spread over eight courts, pitchers
learned the proper method of hold-
ing, aiming and follow-through as
they flipped and turned shoes. All of
the participants were enthused, and
upon completion of the clinic, many
signed up for BMHC’s summer
leagues. John was particularly pleased
as both his daughter and son took
their turn (or was that a flip?) at the
courts. With John's current 59.38%
average, they should take advantage of
private tutoring opportunities.

This BMHC event could not have
been successful with out member's
support. Les Hiebler, who at 81 main-
tains a 26.06% average from 40’ and
Larry Bunn (not an indoor pitcher)
with a current 17.1% average, cleaned
and groomed the court area so it was
in "play-dough” condition for the
clinic.

Forged Steel
Hard Points

IMPERIAL

“The Best Pitch—Tbe Best Shoes”

Call for quantity prices.

616-624-2861
Boyd Stonerock, 83441 CR 652, Lawton, MI 49065

e-mail: luckshoe@juno.com
Order Direct or From Your NHPA Sales Distributor

ORIGINAL $49/Pair
PLUS $49/Pair
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What Members Have To Say

The Eastern Nebraska HPA is pleased to be supportive of
the NHPF and herewith contribute $250 to the cause. Also
enclosed is my personal contribution. Keep up the good
work and maybe others will be convinced to continue and
increase donations to the NHPE

Steven Barry, Secretary/Treasurer, ENHPA

Its not easy to knock anyone off dead center. Keep pitch-
ing the good things about the NHPFE. The enclosed dona-
tions are the result of a conversation about the need for
grassroots contributions. Both donors are retired federal
IRS agents.

Bennie Underwood, Southlake, TX and
Jerry Steadham, St Jo, TX

The small horseshoe club in St. Cloud, Florida is pleased
to send along this small $118 donation to the NHPE This
check represents the clubs portion of a 50-50 drawing held
at a recent tournament.

Dean Anderson, Tournament Director

Doug Smith, president of Whiteoak Lodge 20 of the
Woodmen of the World, has donated to the NHPA a West
Virginia State flag. This flag which has been sent to Dick
Hansen, is to replace the tattered one that is among the dis-
play of state flags at each World Tournament.

Charles M. Bunner, WV Sec/Treas

We have received a lot of inquires regarding whether our
host site, the VFW All Seasons Arena, is air-conditioned. Yes,
the building is air-conditioned. Please disregard any previ-
ous statements to the contrary. On behalf of the community
of Bismarck-Mandan, [ am excited to invite you to our area
for the 2000 World Horseshoe Pitching Tournament.

Stuart Sipma, 2000 W.T. Coordinator

At the World Tournament this year, Horseshoe Trader
Bob Dunn plans to exhibit over 150 different antique horse-
shoes. If you're going to Bismarck and have a shoe or shoes
that need identification or perhaps you'd like to donate to
the NHPA for their museum, please bring them along.
Old horseshoes of the plain or hookless type are still the

- most sought after because they are from the 1914-1930

era. Don't let them get away. Old horseshoes are a big part
of our history.

Lee A. Wallace, Dallas, OR

I'm a relatively new charter newsletter editor. Having
experienced a great deal of frustration early on in my
attempts to put things together, T began to think how we
novices could benefit from the experience of the pros. I con-
tacted the NHPA Publicity Director on this subject and deter-
mined that others have also made inquiries about how to be
a better newsletter editor. As such I believe it would be ben-
eficial to have a gathering of such interested parties at the
Bismarck World Tournament. If you would like to partici-
pate, have any ideas or want to discuss it further, please
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contact me. I will endeavor to coordinate things, develop an
agenda and schedule a meeting time based on your inputs.

Jim Link, Goldendale, WA jhlink@gorge.net
509-773-4111

[ look forward to reading Newsline every other month. 1
enjoy it very much but wish you could say more about the
technical side of the game. It would be nice to read articles
by the experts giving tips on how they master both the men-
tal and physical parts of the game to achieve their level of
play. I know Newsline has tried to get such articles without
much success. Perhaps if you offered a carrot of say $100-200
per published article, you'd find some experts who would
volunteer. Thanks for listening.

Paul Welburn

The new Pitch and Win program booklet is now available.
This brochure is a valuable promotion tool that tells you
how to contact and set up amateur horseshoe pitching pro-
grams at county fairs. If properly followed, this program will
greatly assist charters or clubs in introducing our sport to
new potential members. If you are interested in receiving a
copy or more information, please contact me.

Don Titcomb 916-797-9744

The Score/Hook is designed to serve as a pick-up stick
and scorekeeper. It will record: points, ringers, double
ringers, and shoes pitched for both you and your oppo-
nent. In can be conveniently carried all the time.

The Score/Hook is 27 inches long, has a diameter of 2
inches and weighs just a pound. The handle is adjustable
to fit your hand. There are six color coded rows of beads
to record the scoring.

The Score/Hook is priced at $34.00 plus $4.00 ship-
ping and handling. For more information contact

Ted Rohde, (608) 788-0318
2034 S 32nd St., La Crosse, WI 54601

email: ringerted@aol.com
http://hometown.aol.com/cdabigbird/myhomepage/index.htmi




THE HORSE

SHOE TRADER

The Shoes Sold by Wards

by Bob Dunn

Following the incredible information found through
the research of the Sears catalogs, a similar look at the
Montgomery Wards Company only made sense. Finding an
archive of a complete set of Wards catalogs was the first step,
and was successful. The site was the University of Wyoming.
By telephone, a volunteer staff member agreed to do the
research and mail photocopies of the pages with horseshoe
ads. A couple of weeks went by and then the packet arrived,
with a billing. The cost: $14.10, far less than the cost to trav-
el to Wyoming and spend the week or so to do the research.

Wards did not carry the wide spread of different models
of shoes as the rival Sears, nor did they begin as early to car-
rier pitching shoes. Wards first listed official pitching shoes
in 1925, and as Sears, it was the hookless "Oval” model

1925 ad from Wards catalog

Officlal
Horne Shoes and Stake

Complies with
rfﬂlli‘lﬂt’)nl and
atundards of the
Nutionanl Association as to both ~T P
welght and dimenalons. Made b"—ﬁ_\’\‘ A
of florged stect, tempered —
L\mr-nlud not to break, Rule

ok foc horseahoe pitching
Inciuded, No. 1 and No. 1 seta
nere -Inaad L) dlﬂcrent color.

Gq" 888 —No.

Goﬁdnﬂlrﬂ”&’.“i' ...... o8¢
i Per pl!l? ..... .n ......... 98¢

| Fostage, I paira, 24¢ extra

Go B 4808 — OMcial Stakes

4% inches long., Tapored point and round to

Forged stoel, tempered —unhreskabic. Per pair. 8
Postage, per pair, 11¢ extra

manufactured by The Chicago Steel Foundry Company. Pair
of No. 1s or No. 2s sold for 98 cents. Sets or outfits were not
offered until1927, for a price of $2.65. That is the how every-
thing went on through 1934. For ten years, the same shoes
were offered for basically the same price.

A major change took place in 1935. This is the first year
that a hook styled shoe was offered. With all the variety of
hooked shoes being manufactured by this time, one would
never guess, the first hooked style shoe sold by Wards would
be the Royal, made by St. Pierre. Few may realize that the
Royal shoe dates back that far, but it does. And the Royal was
offered for just that one year.

In 1936, Montgomery Wards began offering shoes bear-
ing their own brand name. The full name was not on the
shoe, Just an M over a W, but unmistakable shoes sold by
Wards. There was hookless model and a hooked model. The
hookless shoes, referred to as a regulation shoe sold for 79
cents a pair. The hooked model was referred as a tournament
shoe and was priced at $1.19 a pair.

There remains a mystery yet today—who manufactured
these shoes? A good guess would be Diamond Horseshoe

Company of Duluth, Minnesota for the tournament shoe
was a perfect facsimile of the Eagle Ringer being produced by
Diamond. The hookless models were even painted the same
orange and green as the hookless Double Ringers manufac-
tured by Diamond. There are no records available of
Diamond ever manufacturing shoes with other brand names
for retail sales. So far, Wards cannot locate information of
where these shoes were made. The odds are some company
besides Diamond made the shoes, but there must have been
some infringement rights that were closely scrutinized
because of the patented designed of the Eagle Ringer. This is
possibly a question that will never be answered. The sales of
pitching shoes did include a rules booklet. If a copy of one
of those old booklets is retrieved, that information may shed
enough light on the subject to answer the question.

A side note on the hookless model—as most shoes at the
time were marked As and Bs, the shoes sold by Wards were
marked Os and Gs, which were the initials for George and
Oscar who were executives of the company.

The sales of Montgomery Wards pitching shoes continued
through 1942. The price increased slightly as pairs of tour-
nament models sold for $1.39, or a set of four sold for
$2.65. A pair of hookless of shoes was priced at 89 cents and
a set for $1.69. Most collectors have Montgomery Ward
shoes in their inventory, although not all recognize the M/W
logo. Those who find Wards shoes may not also understand
that the shoes are all over 50 years old.

World War II also interrupted the sales of horseshoes for
Wards. Sales were reinstated in 1946 by offering Diamond
Double Ringers for $2.49 a set. Diamond Eagle Ringers were
included in 1947 at $3.69 a set. Fvidence that Wards was
buying from manufacturers who would give the best deal,
showed up in 1947 as the Doubles Ringers were replaced by
Royal shoes. The Royals were sold in outfits in wooden boxes
at $4.59. The Double Ringers were offered again in 1948, so
consumers had a choice of three models. By 1950, the two
Diamond models were the only shoes offered. That is how it
went right into the 1960s. Ever wonder why Diamond shoes
are so commonly found at flea markets, antique shops or
where ever you may hunt. Wards stores and through the
Wards catalog were selling Diamond shoes for four decades.

Junior shoes were not offered until 1950 and were
Diamond Junior shoes. Tour 1-1/2 shoes with two stakes,
sold for $3.69. The Junior models were offered through
1953, even though Diamond made the smaller models well
into the 1960s.

For sure, Montgomery Wards had a commercial interest in
their providing pitching shoes for sale. But through their cat-
alogs, our promotion efforts were aided during the initial
decades as our sport was being introduced to America. Our
sport as well as many horseshoe collections has been
enhanced by "The Shoes Sold by Wards.”

Trader Jottings next page...
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Diamond shoes that are found here and NHPF Donations. . . . .. .. ... 78 NHPA Officers Phone . . . . .. 239
there were made in Dul‘uth, Minnesota, at Misc Patch Sales and Tncome . 45 NHPA Officers Travel . . . .. 2,881
one time there was a Dlam_ond_Horseshoe Bank and Vender Refunds . ... 78  Secretary/Treasurer
plant in Toronto. The specific time period hecki
is unknown, but it was some time ago Bank Checking & Money Market AGWANEE « & v 5 5 5 s 3,080
based on the fact that the shoes are Interest . ............... 2,279 President’s Allowance . . . ... 924
hookless. Total Income ......... 56,129  publicity & Promotion . . ... 590
Speaking . of older s.hoes' made in — T — 2 835
Canada, an internet auction hn'e recently . NatStats Administration . . . . 171
featured a set of four Altas pitching shoes, Newsline . )
manufactured in Welland, Ontario. These Printing and Mailing. . . . $ 4,186 Misc Fees, Bank Charges . . . . . 92
too were of the hookless variety and previ- Wiowiling BiSas Mlowmmees, . . B * BEOAEL ... . - 5 i 4 5 5 4508 1 3 68
ouslly unknown. Apparently, there are more Sanctioned League Direct & Indirect
antique shoes from Canada than we previ- RSB A .. . . 950 NHPF Donations. . ... ...... 78
ously thought. 1 encourage anyone with S ioned L Yiteee Wilsie 420
some documentation of Canadian early- anctioned League UHCHELVEDSHE Lo
day shoes to get in touch so we can do a Patches & Awards. .. ....... 347 Total Expenses......... 26,871
whole article dedicated to these artifacts.
All “DEADEYES” are

CHAMPIONSHIP

(="DEADEYE: =

\Snomsuuss 0

% PITCHED BY CHAMPIONS x

Price Per Pair
Up to 12 Pairs

now available in Med. Hard

E-Z Grips and N.T.s are now guaranteed for
2 years from date of original purchase.
N.T.s now have better hooks and more weight to the front.

All other new sanctioned ““DEADEYES”’
are guaranteed one year.

CLYDESDALES
NT.

REGULAR

E-Z GRIP
CLYDESDALE DF

(Write for greater quantity prices.)

ALL “DEADEYES” IN
VARIOUS WEIGHTS OF
LIGHT - MEDIUM - HEAVY
Clydesdale now available in
“Extra-Light” weight 2 Ib. 5 oz. or less.

UPS shipping included in new prices—Continental U.S. ONLY

$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$45.00
$45.00

Guarantee valid in Continental U.S. only.

Broken Shoe Replacement honored by manufacturer only.
Return both shoes in original box.

Contact Bill Courtwright (ONLY) for special prices on
rejects and returned shoes (NO GUARANTEE) and not for
sanctioned tournament use.

NO SHOES WILL BE SENT ON CONSIGNMENT
Missouri residents add State sales tax.

Deadeye Horseshoes c¢/o W. Courtwright

2250 North Lark Dr., Fenton, MO 63026

Ph: (636) 376-5222 or (636) 677-2200 (8-5)

Order direct or from
an authorized NHPA distributor

NHPA NATIONAL BUYER
Edward A. Domey
PO. Box 298, Sutton, MA 01590
(508) 865-9477
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Elephants and Horseshoes

by A.K. Chenoweth, Editor, The Madison Press, January 1931

Given to me by Don Wilson.

The old story of the easy destruction
of a bridge with the men of an army
marching across it in step has cobwebs
all wound ‘round its fabric, but the
other day we heard a new one that fits
it well with the horseshoe pitching
game and the lack of the growth of the
horseshoe pitchers in a
strong, nationwide orga-
nization.

A circus was being held
in a small town in the
Middle West and a parade
was in motion through
the town streets. Six ele-
phants were in the
parade. When the proces-
sion neared the bridge
over the small stream that
passed through the vil-
lage, and the trainer was
preparing to take his great
animals over the struc-
ture, a civil engineer in
the crowd halted the man.

"Don’t try to cross that
bridge with your elephants holding
tails,” the man advised.

"Why?,” the trainer inquired.

"If your six elephants cross that
bridge with their tails and trunks
linked as they are, and they remain in
step, the bridge will be wrecked.”

It took ten minutes to get the ani-
mals over the small bridge which
swayed dangerously even with the ani-
mals out of step and the world was
taught another lesson in the power of
organization.

We have watched the horseshoe
pitchers of the United States in and
out of season now for several years,
and to save our hides, we cannot
understand why the association isn't
the strongest in the world, with the
more than 2,000,000 active pitchers in
this country.

We haven't any tails and our trunks
are in storage until we leave for the
North next summer to fish, but just
the same, if the hundreds of thousands
of shoe tossers in this good old

United States were just as well orga-
nized as the elephants, the soldiers of
the army and the hornets in the old
nitch in the tree, there wouldn‘t be a
necessity for the writer to bang out this
yarn and the athletic generals of this
country would worship at the feet of
the pitchers’ group.

Make the

horseshoe pitching game
a bit more costly
some way or another
and it might grow info a
national, organized sport...

There are scores of reasons why the
horseshoe pitchers should organize
more thoroughly and travel more per-
fectly in step, and there aren’t any rea-
sons why they should not do so.

The writer has watched with consid-
erable interest, the efforts of many to
boost the great shoe pitching game
and to place it in the front rank of
athletic and recreational activities, but
somehow or other, the right angle has
not been touched. We do not claim to
know the answer, or rather all of the
answer. But for one thing, it looks like
the game is too inexpensive to make
the grade with other outdoor and
indoor events of an athletic nature.

Put a suit or coat up for sale at $10
and no one wants to buy it. Mark the
price up a couple of hundred percent
to $20 or $30 and you have to order
more for the trade.

Make the horseshoe pitching game
a bit more costly some way or another
and it might grow into a national
ORGANIZED sport and it might even

become first page news because of
commercialization, such as football,
boxing the the like.

Joking aside, it looks like the horse-
shoe pitchers of the country are too
easy and take their game too lightly to
make it the success it richly deserves
and to place the game on the firm
foundation that it has a
right to demand.

And what a game. Think
of what horseshoe pitching
really is. A form of mild,
yet invigorating outdoor or
indoor exercise, perfectly
safe for all to play, within
the reach of all and beyond
the ability of none. It is as
old as the hills and just as
honorable. It offers much
and demands little. It is the
friend of rich and poor,
high and low, large and
small, old and young, and
it can be played most any-
where and most anytime.

What it needs is efficient
and happy organization and hearty co-
operation on the part of the legions
interested in the game. Horseshoe
pitching today offers the most fertile
field for organization of any sport in
the world and the writer, for one,
would like to see the club idea carried
to the last line of trenches, over the top
into every man's land on to success.

Every shoe pitcher should be a
member of some club and then boost
that club until it becomes a power in
its own locality and a part of the power
of the district or state organization.

The state organizations should boost
the national group and the national
group should make the organization
so strong that it would function 100
percent perfect day in and day out to
the end that the national, state, district,
county and club groups become one
great association for the ultimate goal
of successful recreation and competi-
tion that will attract the notice of the
world and help make the old world a
better place in which to live.
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THE TOLL OFTIME

KEN NIXON

Died Feb 10, 2000

Avid New York horseshoe pitcher
Ken Nixon passed away unexpectedly
at the age of 86. Ken was active in the
sport and NYSHPA for over 20 years.
Though entering organized league
play at the age of 63, he amassed over
50 tournament wins among which
were both State and World Class
Championships. Ken took part in
many events in surrounding states and
Canada. He attended eight World
Tournaments and was always promot-
ing junior pitchers and horseshoes in
general. He was inducted into the
NYSHPA Hall of Fame as a promoter
at age 80. Survived by Alice, his wife of
62 years, 3 children and many grand-
children, Ken will for many years to
come, be remembered for his devo-
tion to the game.

HOLLAND IVAN PAYNE
Sept 29, 1918-March 25, 2000
Northern California and Sacra-
mento Club member Holland Payne
was 81 years old when he died from
cancer. Holland was an exceptional
man who served his country and com-
munity for most of his life. Bomn in
Johnstown, Ohio, he graduated high
school in 1935 and enrolled in the
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CCC, the New Deal Program that
employed thousands of young men
during the Depression. He never
stopped giving credit to the CCC for
shaping his life.

After serving in the Navy during
WWII, Holland attended college in
Colorado earning undergraduate and
graduate degrees. He taught several
years in Nevada, Idaho and Nebraska
before attending Oklahoma State
University on a National Science
Foundation scholarship where he
earned a master's and doctorate in
math. In 1963, he came to Sacra-
mento City Unified School District
where he developed the annual city-
wide math competition that continues
today. He retired in 1982 and began to
devote more time to horseshoe pitch-
ing, a hobby he began as a teenager
and got back into in 1977 when he
joined the Sacramento Club.

Iolland served two terms as club
president and four years as NCHPA
Charter Secretary/lreasurer. Among
his many coveted horseshoe awards
was winning the World Class B Title in
Huntsville, Alabama. He helped coor-
dinate many tournaments for the
Sacramento Parks & Rec Dept. includ-
ing Senior Games, Corporate Chal-
lenges, Police Olympics and FMCA

gatherings.

He always stressed the importance
of higher education and sent 4 sons to
college where all earned graduate
degrees, two of them doctorates. Vida,
his wife of 57 years, 4 sons, 8 grand-
children and a great-grandchild sur-
vive Holland.

MELVIN M “PETE” SEAGRAVES
Sept 29, 1914-Jan 17, 2000

North Carolina Horseshoes lost
one of its early and great leaders with
the death of Melvin Seagraves. Pete, as
he was known, served as charter presi-
dent from 1961-1966, a time when a
great deal of leadership was needed.
For ten vears from 1961-1971, Pete
also served as president of the Greens-
boro H.C. While only an average
pitcher, Pete was a great person and a
great leader. He was honored for these
qualities by being inducted into the
NCHPA Hall of Fame.

ELDON “BOB” STOWE
Jan 15, 1919-Sept §, 1999

Bob Stowe passed away in Alabama
at the age of 80 with complications
from cancer and heart problems.
Early in his 50-vear pitching career,
Bob was living in Missouri where he
twice finished second in the State
Championship. Inthe mid 1970’s, he
moved to Alabama, became a vice-
president of the AHPA and won the
Alabama State Championship three
times, 1979-1981. Bob was inducted
into the Alabama Hall of Fame in
1989.

ORVILLE THOMAS
Died Dec 17, 1999

Arizona rteports the passing of
Orville Thomas in Mesa, AZ on
December 17. Orville had been a win-
ter resident for 30 years and was very
instrumental in the formation and
upkeep of the Mesa Horseshoe Club.
He had been ill for about a year prior
to his death but his passing was still a
surprise to many. Orville served the
Arizona HPA and Mesa Club for years
and was in 1989, inducted into the
Arizona Hall of Fame. His wife Jean, a
daughter and a brother survive him.




Promote your SpECiE’ event here. 1t your oumament is set
| E\/ _I— ND apart from the usual, to benefit charity, raise funds or has in excess of $1,000

MAY 2000

27-28 Music City Team Tournament—Joelton, TN. 3-players per
team, 48 teams maximum, mixed play, no juniors. NatStat average
as of 4/1/00 shall apply, team combined average cannot exceed 160.
Entry fee of $105 per team must be received by 4/15/00. Send fee
and team roster to Mary Bastian, 3730 Old Charlotte Pike, Franklin,
TN 37069-4791. 615-794-5620, fax 615-591-0833

27-29 Head-of-the-Mon-River—Fairmont, WV. $5000 purse.
Adult entry fee $25, Juniors $5. Added fee of $25 for Championship
Men & Women/Elder Classes. All entrants pay scorekeepers
$1/game. Pre-register by May 10 to TCHSC, 1133 Sunset Dr.,
Fairmont, WV 26554. Contact Tournament Director Beverly Tiano
304-366-7986 or Catfish Woodward, 304-366-3819.

JUNE 2000

10-11 Oregon Money Open—Hermiston, OR. Purse $3500+.
Adults only, entry fee $20 plus $5 additional for Class A. Mixed 30°
groups. Pre-register by June 8. Contact Rick Rebman 541-567-8560.

16-18 Eastern Nationals—Erie, PA. Total purse $3500+ with 150
adult entries. No gender mixed. Below 35% play 30 pt games.
Women handicapped below Class “A”. Entry fee $35 for Class “A"
men, all other adult classes $25. Juniors free, deadline June 2nd.
Entries to Erie Horseshoe Club, c/o Sally Siegel, 4147 Stanton St.,
Erie, PA 16510. Phone 814-825-0666

24-25 Valley of the Rogue—Rogue River, OR. Purse $2000+.
Entry fee $35. Pre-register by June 22. All Mixed classes with pitch-
ers playing both days in double round-robin. Contact Charles
Anderson, 541-582-14586.

30-July 3 Ringer Classic—Greenville, OH. Large purse. Entry fee
818 for Adults, Juniors free. Pre-register by June 17. Fee payable to
Darke County HC. Send to Jerry Williams, 104 Belair Dr., Greenville,
OH 45331. Phane 937-548-4586.

prize maney, mail details to the Newsline Editar at least 90 days in advance.

JULY 2000

14-16 Governor's WV Celebration 2000—Worthington Park,
Marion County, WV. Purse $3500 based on 136 Adult entries. Entry
fee $15, pre-register by July 3. Fees payable to AHP-MCPARC, mail
to 508 Ohio Ave., Fairmont, WV 26554. Contact Charles M. Bunner,
403-366-7936.

15-16 Danville Open—Douglas Park, Danville, IL. Good prize
money, free towel to all entrants. Separate 30’ and 40’ “A” classes.
Entry fee $16, deadline July 7th, Checks payable Danville H.C. send
to Leo Bratland, 41 Country Club Dr., Danville, IL 61832. 217-443-5818

AUGUST 2000

July 31-Aug 12 NHPA World Tournament—Bismarck, ND. Entry
fee $100 adults, $25 Juniors. Entry deadline May 18th. Must be on
pre-printed form from this magazine or available from Charter
secretary.

14 Midwest Senior Classic—lowa State Fair, Des Moines, |A.
Mixed play open to men and women age 60 and over by August
14th. $1500+ prize money with everyone receiving at least mini-
mum payback of entry fee. Send for flyerfentry form to LeRoy Law,
1788 NW 104th St., Clive, 1A 50325. Phone 515-223-4274

SEPTEMBER 2000

2 Shrimp & Petroleum Festival Tournament—Kemper
Williams Park, Patterson, LA. This is a charity fund raising event for
MDA. Entry fee $20 Adults, $5 Juniars. Payout to top 3 adult finish-
ers in each bracket. Pre-register by Aug. 31. Camping at the park.
Contact Tim Gilmore, 504-395-5062, Al Dodson 504-385-1909 or
Dave Shilling, 504-395-5645.

t.

welcomes all horseshoe participants to Bismarck-Mandan. Alter

As a proud sponsor of the 2000 World

Horseshoe Tournament, Prairie Knights Casino and Lodge

a day of horseshoes, join us and choose from over 500 reel and video slots

or join a game of Craps, Roulette or Blacklack. Saver our all-vou-can-eat-buffer

or enjoy {ine dining at our award winning Hunters Club. End the evening with

a restful night in one of our 69 comfortable lodge guest rooms and you'll be on top

of your game for the next day. Before heading to the casino, check out our booth at the

All Seasons Arena. We will be providing free shuttle service and valuable Prairie Packages for

our guests through Harlow’s Bus Service. Enjoy your time here and please visit us at Praivie Knights,

the region’s premier entertainment destination

1-800-425-8277 for reservations or more information,

High Stakes Gaming | Buffer & Fine Dining | Lodge | Marina & Campground

RV Parking | Mountain Bike & Interpretive Walking Trail | Gift Shop

Convenience Store | Video Wall | Banquet & Conference Facilities
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TOURNAMENT TRAVEL CONTACTS

The following is a list of all NHPA
Regional Directors and the states or ter-
ritory they cover. Those of you who trav-
el and want to get out-of-area tourna-
ment information, are encouraged to
contact the appropriate Regional
Director. Each RD maintains a full list of
all NHPA sanctioned tournaments in
their area. If your travel plans call for
stops in several states and you
need multiple state information, you
might want to write the NHPA 1st
Vice President who is in charge of all
RDs. He should have copies of all the
state schedules. The address for the 1st
VP can be found on page 3 of this pub-
lication.

REGION

1. Washington
2. Oregon

8. ldaho

REGIONAL DIRECTOR
Rick Rebman

80037 Rosa Lane
Hermiston, OR 97838
(541) 567-8560

Gail Sluys

1721 San Ramon Way
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
(707) 5638-3128

Dave Garbani

317 E. Wilson Ave.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
(760) 375-6376
Myrtle May L. Kamoku
P.O. Box 273

Anahola, Hawaii 96703
(808) 822-4632

Don Weaver

2206 Sunnyslope Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89119
(702) 736-7348

Bud Schardine

354 Brookside Drive
Springville, UT 84663
(801) 489-6351

Joe Kubiak

5525 Concho Drive
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314
(520) 772-3242

Rich Paul

PO. Box 1012
Lincoln, MT 59639
(406) 362-4659

Pat Bacus

440 W, 3rd

Lovell, WY 82431
(307) 548-6593

Don Conklin

898 Sycamore Ave.
Boulder, CO 80303
(303) 499-9091
Charles Knotts

P.O. Box 361

Logan, NM 88426
(b0b) 487-2248

3. Northern
California

4. Southern
California

6. Hawaii

7. Nevada

9. Utah

10. Arizona

11. Montana

12. Wyoming

13. Colorado

14. New
Mexico
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16.

17.

18.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

. Alabama

27.

28.

29.

30.

2l

32.

N. Dakota
S. Dakota

Nebraska

Kansas

. Missouri

Oklahoma

Arkansas

Texas

Minnesota

lowa

Mississippi

Louisiana

Wisconsin

lllinois

Michigan

Indiana

Kentucky

Clint Bryson

901 Custer St.

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
(605) 892-2195

Pat Wemhoff

255 6th Ave., S.
Columbus, NE 68601
(402) 564-7323

Bernie VanLerberg
12419 142nd St.

Bonner Springs, KS 66012
(913) 422-7085

Elwyn Cooper

65920 N.W. 78th Street
Kansas City, MO 64152
(816) 741-0043

Ronnie Frederick
1015 19th Street
Woodward, OK 73801
(580) 256-2759
Richard Archer

HC 63 Box 189
Ozark, AR 72949
(501) 667-3078
Randy Collins
3902 Ravenwood
Bryan, TX 77802
(979) 776-1148
Ward Lutz

900 11-1/4 St., SW
Rochester, MN 55902
(507) 288-5182

C. Leo Buell

1809 Lakeside Dr.
lowa City, |1A 52240
(319) 338-8256
Bobby Holland
768 Knotty Walls Rd.

Owens Cross Rds, AL 35763

(256) 725-4034

Ron Latiolais

12102 Turry Road
Gonzales, LA 70737
(225) 647-4992

Jim Haupt

5075 N. Elkhart Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53217
(414) 964-2735

Dave Shreve
2127 Lynn Street
Cahokia, IL 62206
(618) 332-2599
Steve Summerlin
198 O'Doherty
Brighton, M| 48116
(810) 220-4558
Jim Shilling
5044A CR 64
Spencerville, IN 46788
(219) 238-4879
Monty Roberts
Box 637

Warsaw, KY 41095
(606) 567-8511

33. Tennessee Dexter Stallings
731 Reed Drive
Powell, TN 37849
(865) 947-7865

Jerome Kennedy

Rt. 2, Box 13156
Hawkinsville, GA 31036
(912) 892-3885

Ron Deckard

7302 Brookview Circle
Tampa, FL 33634
(813) 884-2932

Dan Sanders

6687 Merwin Rd.
Columbus, OH 432356
(614) 761-3357

Ken Wilhelm

406 Stealy Avenue
Clarksburg, WV 26301
(304) 622-1265
Ricky Hall

5644 Joppa Mill Rd.
Moneta, VA 24121
(640) 297-9518

39. Pennsylvania Darle Esh

68 Solitude Road
Milroy, PA 17063
(717) 667-3108

Rick Bolick Sr.

1882 Union Grove Rd.
Lenoir, NC 28654
(828) 728-8523

Ron Taylor

116 Knox Street
Clover, SC 29710
(803) 222-3990

Don Lawyer

730 Hickok Trail
Lushy, MD 20657
(410) 326-2070

34. Georgia

35. Florida

36. Ohio

37. West

Virginia

38. Virginia

40. N. Carolina

41. S. Carolina

42. Maryland
43. Delaware

44 New York  Lance Twyman
6320 CR 27
Canton, NY 13617
(315) 386-2404
45. Maine George St. Pierre
46. Vermont 26 Beacon St., Unit 38B
47. New Burlington, MA 01803
Hampshire (781) 273-4007

48. Massachusetts

49. Connecticut

50. Rhode Island

51. New Jersey Ed Quigley

27 Mountain Ave.
Pompton Plains, NJ 07444
(973) 839-0946
Pete Imhof

9031 Tern Dr.
Palmer, AK 99645
(907) 746-2030
Jack Adams

35 O'Neil Crescent
Saskatoon, SK
Canada S7N 1W7
(306) 373-5184

b2. Alaska

61-72 Canada




EavuClaire Jisconsin

On behalf of the Chippewa Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau, and the entire Chippewa Valley, we would
like to extend this warm invitation to you to host 2002 World Horseshoe Tournament in Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

The Chippewa Valley is an area with big city amenities, but with a small town feel, which will ensure that your
event is top priority here. Horseshoe pitching enthusiasts abound in the Chippewa Valley area. Along with
hosting the NHPA World Tournament in 1987, the local Eau Claire Horseshoe Club has hosted many state & local
tournaments over the years. The McPhee Physical Education Center, on the campus of the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire, is a wonderful facility that has hosted many sporting events. The staff at UWEC will do
an outstanding job in hosting your World Tournament.

McPhee Physical Education Center-University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire
Proposed site for 2002 World Horseshoe Tournament

The Chippewa Valley has approximately 2,200 lodging rooms, ranging from economy motels to full-service
suites, at very reasonable rates. The Chippewa Valley is easily accessible by plane or highway, and has an
exciting selection of retail stores, restaurants, and family attractions. Combine those qualities with our proven
history of hosting great events, our beautiful natural surroundings, and the great enthusiasm for horseshoes in
Wisconsin & the Chippewa Valley, and the result is a ringer!

NHPA members, we invite you to
“Come Play In Our Backyard”
in 2002

==
UWEC iU

For more information on the Chippewa Valley: 1-888-523-3866 o www.chippewavalley.net

NEWSLNE 31




NHPA NEWSLINE PRESORTED
Subscription Office STANDARD
3085 76th St., Franksville, WI 53126 US POSTAGE PAID
GRASS VALLEY, CA
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED PERMIT NO &0

AMERICAN Tournament...

HORSESHOES

THROW RINGERS AROUND THE COMPETITION.

UNIQUE SHAPE FOR
CONSISTENT PERFORMANCE
wEiniger Nooks grab the Stake Our shoes are drop forged of solid steel and then given
e Ringer breaker rotates shoe . . .
to-lock i ringers our exclusive smooth, electrostatically applied baked-on
e Caulks engineered powder coating, a finish that’s more resistant to chipping,
for balance B abrasion, corrosion and weathering
* Built-in finger positioner qua. than ordinary paint. Only St. Pierre
* Exclusive new high-tech = | offers this durable, attractive finish.

der coat fini:
5 mﬁuz(;ured (;?h Our forged shoes also offer the prop-
forged steel er weight distribution for maximum

balance and control, and meet the
official size and weight requirements
8¢ of the Nartional Horseshoe Pitchers’
P Association (NHPA). We forge
strength right into the design, too, so
St. Pierre shoes last longer than cast
products.

NHPA
APPROVED

Made in USA

| W St Pierre

MANUFACTURING CORPORATION
317 East Mountain Street
Worcester, MA 01606

Tel: (508) 853-8010 Fax: (508) 853-3860




