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PITCHING SHOES MADE TO  
TAKE IT—

All Giant Grip Pitching 
Shoes are produced under 
slow hammer forming 
process to thoroughly re­
fine and toughen the steel 
— all perfectly balanced, 
correct weight, regulation 
size and in distinctive 
styles —  hooked or plain 
heel patterns.

RUBBER PITCHING 
SHOE SETS 

Shoes made in full size- 
guaranteed against break 
age. Set consists of 
rubber shoes, rubber 
mats and aluminum 
stakes, packed in at­
tractive box. Ideal for 
indoor playing. Ask your dealer for 

Giant (*ri|i I'itching Shoes

G IAN T GRIP MFG. CO.
Established 1863 Oshkosh, Wis.

TED ALLEN HORSESHOE
STRONGER REINFORCED FINGER GRIPS 

ON OUR 1941 MODELS

Made by the world’s champion who used them to 
defend title. Finger grips assure same grip and 
release each time, secret of a better percentage. 
Symmetrically balanced. Drop forged, heat treated

per single pair, postage paid anywhere In 
the United States”

Ted Allen Horseshoe Co.
2064 S. LINCOLN DENVER COLO.

WORLD’S OFFICIAL
M ADE OF DROP FORGED STE.EL 

H EAT TR EATED

Also Mfrs. of
STANDARD, GOOD LUCK, ROYAL  

AND LEAD ER  HORSESHOES

ANNOUNCING THE

“T. J. Octigan Champion”
This Champion Streamlined Shoe 
Increases Your Ringer Percentage

CONSIDERED BY CHAMPIONS AND 
PROFESSIONALS

SUPERIOR T O  ALL OTHER SHOES N O W  USED 
^  because of

SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC DESIGN A N D  BALANCE

ST. PIERRE CHAIN CORPORATION
WORLD’S LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF PITCHING HORSESHOES 

M ANUFACTURE A  COMPLETE LINE
GENERAL O FFICE:

WORCHESTER, MASS., U. S. A.
VV FSTERN O F F IC E :

2428 LOWE AYE., CHICAGO, ILL.

Write for Catalog and Prices
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(Guest Editorial by Jack Claves)
If there ever was a challenge to the horseshoe pitchers of these 

United States, Mr. R. B. Howard’s editorial of the January issue was it.
If any article shocked me it was that one, and it hurt. What hurt 

most was that he was absolutely right, and I congratulate him.
W ho is to blame for its failure? “ Let him who is partly responsible 

cast a few chestnuts.”  Your National officers failed, and failed badly, 
too. Our failure was our inability to awaken the millions of pitchers 
throughout the country that this is their association, and that they must 
help build it up by selling membership cards. These memberships mean 
money and the association will never get ahead without it. The officers, 
110 matter how capable or diligent they may be, cannot accomplish any­
thing worthwhile without money. Don’t confuse the money derived 
from the shoe stamps— that is for the prize money only.

One of the worst failures of officers and pitchers all over this 
country is that they failed to abide by rules adopted at the Moline Con­
vention. If that rule was recognized throughout the country, our asso­
ciation would get some place because we would have those 10,000 mem­
bers we need.

However, I doubt if the National Association’s officers had en­
forced it if there would have been six really eligible entries in the Mid- 
West and the National Tournaments in the last four years. It was 
plainly explained to all attending the Moline Convention, and published 
on page 5, September, 1935, edition of the Horseshoe World. In every­
day language it meant that every member o f a club, league, and ail 
tournament entries must hold a National card. To participate in any 
tournament not sanctioned, and in which some did not belong or used 
unsanctioned shoes called for one year’s suspension. That meant that 
every tournament a member entered had to be run under National rules. 
If he pitched in one unsanctioned tournament he was not eligible to 
pitch in another because he had violated the rules and was subject to 
suspension even though he had a membership card.

An example o f how our “ Big League” pitchers fail our association 
is shown bv the report I received from an authoritative source at the 
great Mid-West meet in 1938, ’39 and ’40. In 1938, 85% , or 28 out of 
33 entries, were not members of the National until they entered and 
were forced to join by purchasing a 25c per year card. In 1939 and 
1940, 75%  had to buy their cards in order to pitch in the tournament. 
In other words, it seems our leading pitchers to whom the millions of 
lesser lights look up to for guidance, show they do not care ‘ ‘two bits 
worth” for the Association’s welfare, which also means the game, unless* 
they are assured a chance to win fame and fortune.

(Continued on Page 6)

This issue of the Horseshoe World 
is a combined February and March 
issue . . . there hasn’t been much do­
ing or else the clubs are keeping 
their activities a secret . . . how 
about sending in the names of those 
officers and plans for the new year? 
. . . with the coming of Spring we 
will make up for the combined issue 
with a bigger and better issue for 
several months . . .  in other words 
we will try to give you your money’s 
worth . . .  in this issue we carry in 
place of our own editorial a state­
ment by Jack Claves, for many years 
vice president of the National Horse­
shoe Pitchers Association . . . Jack 
is a friend of all pitchers . . .  he 
will be in charge of things now as 
President Page, due to other duties, 
was compelled to turn the reins over 
to Mr. Claves . . . you may think the 
editorial we ran was harsh and that 
Jack is pretty plain but it is time 
that we all WAKE UP . . .  he isn’t 
trying to be critical but he is trying 
to awaken the pitchers that their 
game will slip away from them if 
they don’t support their National As­
sociation . . . this applies to top- 
notchers as well as the ordinary 
pitchers . . . let’s all get behind 
President Claves and Secretary 
Tompkin and make things go! . . . 
you will enjoy the first installment 
of a series of articles by our world’s 
champion, Ted Allen . . . watch for 
them every month . . . don’t let 
your subscription expire . . . tell your 
neighbor pitcher about them . . . 
don’t let him borrow yours . . .  let 
him help by sending in his own sub­
scription . . . hope you lik ethis big 
“double-header” issue.

In publishing THE HORSESHOE WORLD, our readers come first. 
The magazine is printed monthly for them. Suggestions to the editor for 
+he betterment of the magazine are always welcomed.

The time that your subscription expires is printed on the address slip, 
directly after your name, showing the month and the year.

Subscription Price—$1 per year, cash in advance, Canadian subscrip­
tion $1.25; 10 cents per single copy.

Entered as second-class matter, March 18, 1924, at the Post Office, 
- 1 London, Ohio, under the Act of Congress, March 3, 1879.

R. B. H o w ard ,
Publisher and Editor

Business Offices, Madison Press Co. Building 
45 W . Second Street, London, Ohio

Official Organ, of the National Horseshoe 
Pitchers Association



Want To Improve Your Pitching?
-----TED ALLEN TELLS YOU HOW

FROM my own personal exper­
iences and those of others I hope 
to show you where you are mak­

ing mistakes in pitching so anyone, 
even an expert, may add a little to his 
knowledge of correct form or become 
a little more skillfll.

To start with there is this to re­
member: Most every individual looks 
a little different when pitching and 
has his characteristic little peculiari­
ties. Each topnotch pitcher has a dif­
ferent form. That goes in all sports, 
but each person in his own way makes 
his shot just as accurate. The expert 
does apply some of the fundamentals, 
though. Some of the peculiarities may 
be just bad habits developed in early 
training and they are hard to over­
come after many years. For this pur­
pose this article is to start a begin­
ner out right so that the years of 
pitching ahead will be easier. At the 
same time the expert might learn 
some little habit of his which may be 
throwing him off his usual form.

No doubt this job of learning how 
to pitch horseshoes looks very hard 
when first starting in. But you re­
member when you were in school and 
a hard problem was put before you, 
it seemed impossible to do and there 
seemed to be no solution. Yet there 
was just some little thing you had to 
know before solving it and then you 
had it. When the examinations ahead 
made you feel nervous for fear you 
would not know the answers, you got 
down to work and studied hard. After 
they were over, you said “Why the 
exams this time weren’t hard,” simply 
because you had studied your lessons.

Practice Is Needed
The same applies to everything. 

Knowledge of the correct way to pitch 
and putting that knowledge to prac­
tice will make a good pitcher out of 
most any beginner!

There are exceptions to every rule 
of course. Some fellows are always 
in the state of experimentation and 
sometimes never get better. It some­
times is dangerous for a person to try 
changing his way of pitching and it 
has been known to ruin him for good. 
And that is usually because he lost 
his confidence at the first sign of slip­
ping in the new way. He forgot that 
you need practice in any method. I 
do not wish to scare you out of trying 
to correct a bad habit in delivering a 
shoe. If you have confidence in your­

self to do a thing you can do it regard­
less of obstacles. A lot of it is in your 
head. You ought to be able to be 
your own judge of that and you will 
have to do quite a bit of judging as 
to whether you are forming the cor­
rect habits of pitching.

Each person is an individual and he 
might copy after this or that expert 
but as long as he puts to use the 
fundamentals of a good form he 
should not worry. His physique has 
something to do with it also.

Before I tell you actually how to 
pitch, there is another thing I want 
you to know. A person does not have

TED ALLEN
to drop everything else to be a top- 
notch pitcher. Many times this re­
mark has been made of me. “ O he 
probably never uses that arm except 
for pitching horseshoes. If that is all 
I did I could pitch just as good.”

Well perhaps so. I won’t say they 
wouldn’t pitch as good. But it also 
takes a certain knowledge of your 
physical being, physiology and physic­
al culture to keep in the best condi­
tion for your best pitching at the prop­
er time. I use my arm for many dif­
ferent kinds of sports. That is to 
say, I keep my muscles well developed 
and lead a well rounded life of sports. 
To do this also keeps your mind in a 
state of well-being which in turn also 
helps to keep your balance in pitching 
and also a better understanding and 
ability to concentrate.

With a development in different line 
of sports you are building up a state 
of resistance against tiring out in a

tournament. This also prevents go­
ing stale on the game of horseshoe 
pitching. Going stale on it means a 
sudden losing of interest in it and it 
might be several days, weeks or even 
years before you care anything about 
it any more.

Muscles Count
Horseshoe pitching needs strong 

arms and legs to stand up in a tourna­
ment. Therefore a fellow who keeps 
developing his muscles in working, 
sports, or stretching has the advan­
tage of co-ordination between his mind 
and muscles.

And so I believe the all around ath­
lete stands a good chance of being a 
good horseshoe pitcher if he wants to. 
I have used my pitching arm for just 
about everything and every muscle has 
been developed at sometime or other. 
So I say to you young fellows: If you 
want to become topnotchers you bet­
ter start learning early while your 
muscles can be trained the proper way 
for pitching horseshoes and you are 
athletically inclined, because the 
tougher pitchers now days are the 
young and well-developed athletes.

I don’t wish to discourage any one 
who hasn’t a chance or desire to in­
dulge in other sports. Such a thing 
as this might happen for example.— 
a young lad who had been seriously 
ill for many years and had started 
on the road to recovery, needed a light 
sport to build him up. He needed a 
sport not too strenuous but still get 
him out into the open. Such a boon 
was horseshoe pitching. He could play 
as long as he pleased and quit when 
he pleased. With good coaching and 
because he came to like it he learned 
quickly and got the knack of throw­
ing ringers. With mastering the tech­
nique he came to like it more and 
more and after he got into a little 
competition and won several matches 
he became more and more excited 
about it. Because it gave him new 
health and a lease on life, such a fel­
low could become a serious contender 
even to getting the World’s Cham­
pionship, without indulging in other 
sports.

I forgot to mention one of my ex­
periences in regards to keeping in 
shape. There was one summer when 
I believed that I shouldn’t use my 
pitching arm for anything except 
pitching in my exhibitions. I did not 
use it to drive the car even. Soon 
my muscles became weaker and faded 
away. I lost my grip on my shoe and 
my arm tired easily. Since then I 

(Continued on Page 3)
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World’s Champion Horseshoe Pitcher



After fulfilling a long con­
tract with the J. E. Ranch Ro­
deo which terminated last Sep­
tember, Ted Allen is now book­
ing free-lance. He would like 
to hear from any one who 
writes him, telling him of lo­
cal shows, horseshoe clubs, in­
door and outdoor affairs. Then 
if he comes through your coun­
try he will try to arrange a 
booking there.

His act has been a headliner 
on many of America’s largest 
shows. His showmanship and 
list of tricks have made him a 
reputation. He has played such 
places as the stages of the fin­
est theatres, Madison Square 
Garden, New York, for four 
straight years. There isn’t 
room to list all the important 
ones. He has equipment for 
pitching any place or under 
any circumstances.

Address Mr. Allen at 1045 
10th Ave., Boulder, Colorado.

WANT TO IMPROVE

(Continued from Page 2) 
have practiced differently. All mus­
cles should be flexed. It is just like a 
strained ligament. To treat it the 
physician also massages the other 
muscles around the sore.

It is best to exercise care in over 
indulging in other sports just prior 
to a horseshoe tournament and if 
your muscles are stiff and sore from 
your occupation try to get them lim­
bered up before hand. Many pitchers 
have told me they cannot do better at 
pitching because of the nature of their 
work. There is no doubt that it has 
something to do with it, speaking 
from my own experiences, but I do 
think the situation could be remedied 
somewhat if .the person trys to adjust 
his pitching muscles to the occasion, 
and to get the working muscles and 
pitching muscles to coordinate. Sounds 
easier than done. It will help if a 
person can take his practice at the 
right time to tone up his muscles. And 
taking care in the correct practice. 
Too much practice could be harmful 
because after so long a time your arm 
tires and you begin to toss back and 
forth just for the sake of it but you 
have lost your technique and lost de­
sire to try hard enough. Just pitch­
ing back and forth is not necessarily 
practicing. You have to be trying to 
put those ringers on with relaxed

Andrew Koczon, former Metropoli­
tan horseshoe pitching champion, and 
one of New Jersey’s better pitchers, 
died recently at his home in Rahway, 
New Jersey.

Koczon was a 50 per cent average 
man back when there were not quite 
so many experts throughout the 
country. His many games with the 
late Frank Boyce, former state 
champion of New Jersey, made his­
tory.

Koczon was Union county cham­
pion in 1932, 1933 and 1934, and was 
tripped up in the final round of the 
1935 tourney. He again regained his 
form, and in 1937 was a member of 
the Union County Horseshoe Team 
which won the North Jersey Horse­
shoe League Championship. Also in 
1937 he was runner-up for the Union 
County championship, a feat which 
he repeated again in 1940.

He was truly a colorful pitcher, 
being left handed, and very unortho­
dox in both stance and delivery. One 
marveled at the accuracy that he 
maintained with such a delivery. The 
shoe appeared out of control, but 
finally straightened out and quite 
often settled around the stake. He 
was a tough man to defeat, and he 
never gave up a game until the last 
shoe was tossed. Many an opponent 
during the last ten years felt secure 
in a 20-point lead, only to lose the 
game.

His loss will be keenly felt in New 
Jersey, and the loss of a pitcher of 
his type is a real blow to the game 
of horseshoes.

JOHN ROSSELET, Jr.
State Secretary.

I spent a very interesting after­
noon recently, visiting at the Forest 
Hills Horseshoe Club of Newark, 
New Jersey. Interest at this club is 
at fever pitch, with all kinds of 
tournaments being run off almost ev­
ery week.

The Forest Hills Club have excel­
lent courts, and very good club 
rooms. They have an indoor winter 
membership of about 30 members. 
During the summer months this 
membership increases to about 60 
members. While I watched, they ran 
off a small tournament, with hand- 
picked teams of doubles. The games 
were very interesting, because the 
teams were very evenly matched.

The club champion is William 
Kolb, of Newark, N. J. Kolb was 
runner-up to State Champion Larry 
Mahoney at the State Championship 
Tournament last fall. This winter 
Kolb has an average slightly over 75 
per cent, and has posted several 
games of over 90 per cent recently. 
He recently pitched three games of 
88 per cent, 80 per cent and 96.4 
per cent. In this latter game he 
tossed 27 ringers out of 28 shoes 
pitched, and shut his opponent out, 
50-0. Having one of his better eve­
nings about two weeks ago, Kolb 
tossed 28 consecutive ringers for his 
longest streak of the winter season.

Drawing my conclusions from what 
I have seen Bill Kolb do this winter, 
I can see plenty of trouble in store 
for the best pitchers around the 
East if they meet him this coming 
season.

The Forest Hills Club can put a 
Class A team in any league, and this 
team can average about 60 per cent 
ringers as a team. All the pitchers 
actively interested in this club pitch 
in and do all the necessary work 
around the club rooms. One of the 
members is a sign painter, and some 
of his work is seen on the walls of 
the club. They have devised their 
own lighting system, which proves 
very adequate. The rooms are al­
ways comfortably heated, and those 
not actually pitching can rest on one 
of the many chairs off to the side of 
the room.

Clubs like these are the backbone 
of our State Organization, and the 
more that are started throughout the 
country, the more powerful will be 
the National Association.

JOHN ROSSELET, Jr.
State Secretary
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WORLD CHAMPION PLANS 
BARNSTORMING TOUR

JACK CLAVES
The National Horseshoe Pitchers 

Association has a new president, Le- 
Roy Page has turned the reins over 
to Mr. Claves because of other du­
ties.

Mr. Claves, who hails from St. 
Louis, and is known by all pitchers, 
has been vice president for a num­
ber of years.

There is the Scotchman who gave 
his girl a lipstick for Christmas so 
he could get it back.

N E W  JERSEY H O R SE SH O E  
PITCH ER DIES

muscles. Tired muscles tighten up 
and then you are apt to be developing 
a bad form. It is time to quit when 
you feel you have had enough and are 
still going good. I mean this when 
you are practicing alone.

[Editor’s Note: Mr. Allen has prom­
ised to continue this interesting dis­
cussion. Don’t miss future issues of 
the Horseshoe World.I

IN D O O R  P IT C H IN G  
B O O M S IN  N E W  JERSEY

Teacher—You know, the camel can 
go a whole week without touching 
water.

Willie— So could I if mother didn’t 
make me wash.



THE BUCKEYE STATE HORSESHOE PITCHER’S ASSN.
6208 Quimby Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio

President: C. A . Benedict, Johnstown, Ohio.
Vice Pres: Mr. Fred M. Brust, Columbus, Ohio.
Treasurer: Mr. Henry J. Gunselman, Fairview Village, Cleveland, Ohio
Secretary: Mr. D. 0 . Chess, Cleveland, Ohio.

All District Commissioners, League
and Club Officials:

All Buckeye State Players and All
Interested:

Ladies and Gentlemen:
NOTICE

As your state officials have been 
in a huddle and here is your 1941 
Buckeye State set-up which we assure 
you comply with the National Asso­
ciation rules as they are now con­
stituted. We must have annual tour­
naments or fold up, and to have them, 
we must give the sport new life, thus 
the set-up. We appeal to your good 
sportsmanship to “ fo llow . through” 
and co-operate “persistently”  to make 
it both interesting and successful. This 
will “ probably” be the last stand to 
retain our State Association.

1. There will be a 1941 State Tour­
nament and Convention during the La­
bor Day period.

2. Scoring method: Eighty (80) 
shoes pitched to constitute each game 
and counting all-points-earned. The 
former creates spectacularism due to 
the time factor as seen in all success­
ful sports, and the latter is the last 
word in fair play for all, besides, it 
permits three sets of percentages— 
Points, Ringers and Shoes-Lost, all 
genuine. (For League and Club ac­
tivities 50 shoes make a snappy game 
for a 6 man team match completed in 
less than 2 hours and is a fair test of 
skill provided the boys warm-up prop­
erly before game time to get “ hot” 
as the only complaint against this 
method is: “ It is too hard to overcome 
an opponent once they get in the lead” 
and comes “ mostly” from National 
Tournament players. We suggest free 
use of it so the boys will become ac­
climated preparatory for the tourna­
ment). This may prove to be the 
answer to our difficulties.

3. The District producting the 
greatest number of affiliated members 
to have the privilege of holding the 
tournament if they so desire.

4. Total prize money in finals is 
$300.00 or whatever is in the treasury. 
In other words, it will be whatever 
you boys make it by affiliations. We 
now have in the State Treasury ap­
proximately $150 which will be applied 
to tournament fund and it will give us 
the “ jump-on-it”  the first year. (After 
the tournament when all expenses are 
Page Four

paid we intend to pro-rate all funds 
left over, if any, back to the Clubs 
producing it as it is their money and 
we do not desire to carry it over. This 
should be an incentive to pay affilia­
tion dues for all members from the 
Clubs Treasury in the near future.)

5. Affiliation dues: 35 cents per 
member, divided 15 cents to National 
and 20 cents to State Association, 
names and mailing address, showing 
officers to be included when remitting 
for affiliation cards. Both the State 
and National want this mailing list. 
(I f sufficient affiliation members are 
secured for 1941, dues should be re­
duced to 25 cents to conform to Na­
tional Association set-up.)

6. Each club should be well repre­
sented at the Convention as there will 
be an election of State officials and 
many things of importance to be dis­
cussed for the best interests of the 
players and the association. (At our 
meetings the President desired to in­
clude many things for 1941, but was 
fearful that they might not be under­
stood in time to carry out effectively 
on such short notice and passed them 
up until the convention when you boys 
could pass on them.)

The following is meant “ particular­
ly” for the newer members as the 
Old-Timers are familiar with condi­
tions as they are: “ It has been proven 
that there are two “ profound” princi­
ples that “ stand-out-and” must be 
carried through most conclusively be­
fore any Sports Organization can be­
come popular and be recognized as a 
leader. Of first importance is a Na­
tional Governing Body and a National 
Magazine to support it as a gateway 
of information to the membership to 
assure support “ increasingly.” The 
second and of equal “ or even more” 
importance is in the promulgation of 
governing rules so as to cast no re­
flection whatsoever “ or even border­
ing” upon anything contained therein 
that would “ in the least” be unfair to 
any member in the application of the 
same. The National Horseshoe Pitch­
er’s Association has always been? and 
is now “ indeed” fortunate in the first, 
but judging from the fact of non-sup­
port coupled with complaints the sec­
ond stands to be improved. Complaints 
involve the cancel feature in the Na­
tional scoring rules wherein equal 
“ point”  values by close-shoes “ within

6 inches of the stake” and equal 
“ ringer” values between opposing 
players cancel each other, and the 
“ rinfer’ cancels all close shoe “ points” 
of an opponent in contests where ma­
jor titles are involved. Club mem­
bers desire to play the game as the 
champions play it, but they will not 
support it wTith their membership as 
they feel that the application of this 
feature “ glorifies” the ringer” all 
in favor of the “ ringer pitchers” or 
national tournament players who con­
trol the National Tournament conven­
tion and may be considered but a frac­
tion of a fraction of the total two mil­
lion or more organized players and 
consider it directly unfavorable to 
the 99 percent plus of the entire or­
ganized body. It is not likely under 
those conditions that players will 
ever give their full support until this 
feature is abandoned and one substi­
tuted permitting the scoring of all 
points earned in all contests whether 
ringer values, point values or what 
have you. It is felt however that a 
new day is dawning as National and 
State association officials and manu­
facturers of recognized equipment are 
becoming increasingly interested in 
the development of but one simplified 
method of scoring suitable for all ac­
tivities, not only to secure the full 
support of all players, but to check 
the inflow of enormous quantities of 
cheap equipment flooding cities, nec­
essary to supply the ever increasing 
number of industrial leagues and va­
rious other activities who play a meth­
od of their own as a protest, by draw­
ing them into clubs where recognized 
equipment is used on finest of clay 
courts. Further: Newspapers demand 
something in horseshoes before they 
will support it further. This seems 
“ undoubtedly' to be the spark “ when 
accomplished” that will make our sport 
click as a leader in its field, and as 
long as there is hope, Ohio will be de­
voted to that end. The National As­
sociation has made above set-up pos­
sible as their “ bit” and we have every 
reason to believe Buckeye state play­
ers will do theirs by supporting it and 
affiliating in our state and national 
association this year, and last but not 
least subscribing for our magazine. 
We are sincerely yours,

D. O. CHESS, Secretary 
THE BUCKEYE STATE HORSE­

SHOE PITCHERS’ ASSOCIATION 
Approved: C. A. Benedict, Pres. 

Fred M. Brust, Vice President, and 
Henry J. Gunselman, treasurer.

& & &
Let every man remember that to 

violate the law is to trample on the 
blood of his fathers, and to tear the 
charter of his own and children’s lib­
erty.— Lincoln.

The Horseshoe World



HORSESHOE LEAGUES TO BE FORMED 
BY PECK BORNEMAN THRU Y .M .C A .

Through the efforts of William 
‘ ‘Peck” Bomeman, of the Island, a 
veteran horseshoe player of twenty 
summers, an Ohio Valley Horseshoe 
Pitching association is slowly being 
organized. “ Peck” has sounded out 
city officials, officials of the Recrea­
tion Bureau, the Young Men’s Chris­
tian association and found them en­
thusiastic over the proposed venture. 
Borneman has organized a Ways and 
Means committee composed of the 
outstanding horseshoe players in the 
valley, mixed with a group of recrea­
tion experts to help with the ground­
work of giving the movement a good 
foundation.

Grover Hawley, the district cham­
pion and authority on horseshoe pitch­
ing, Warren Pugh, of the City Recrea-

Stamford
S. Lane ..................................................
A. Doshner ..........................................
L. Lane ................................................
F. Wagner ......................... ...................

Totals ............................................

Records are still falling out here in 
Southern California. Dean Brown, 
of Huntington Park, is the guilty 
party this time, shattering all city 
tournament records with his 83.5 per 
cent average for the entire tourna­
ment to retain his title of champion 
of the City of Los Angeles and 
Metropolitan area.

This tournament, which is spon­
sored by the Municipal Horseshoe 
Pitchers Association, was held De­
cember 8 and 15. Qualifications were 
held December 1, and 39 men en­
tered. These were divided into three 
classes of 13 men each, the A class 
playing at Montebello, B class at 
Harvard, and C class at Manchester.

The runner-up in the A class was

tion Bureau, Scotty McNickle, Bob 
Goff, G. C. Crawford and Bob Smith, 
all experts in the art of “barnyard 
golf” and veterans of the different 
leagues of the valley, and C. W. Camp­
bell of the “Y ” , make up the commit­
tee.

The above committee has talked of 
huge plans for the association which 
will include Industrial League, Church 
League, Commercial League, Kid 
League, Playground competition, rep­
resentative matches with other cities 
and exhibitions by the country's best. 
The reception of Peck’s idea has 
caught on with the rapidity of fire and 
though the association is now only in 
the talkative form many inquiries 
have come to the attention of the Y. 
M. C. A. where the committee has 
been making its headquarters.

Louis Dean, of Pomona, who came 
through with a 74 per cent average. 
Clyde Gregson, who has been teach­
ing Mary Martin, of Paramount Pic­
tures how to pitch horseshoes for her 
new picture, “New York Town,” tied 
Ray Gatewood of the Exposition 
club in Los Angeles for third place, 
and lost in the play-off.

The outstanding game of the 
tournament was between Dean Brown 
and Louis Dean. When they met, 
they started the game with nine con­
secutive four-deads to tie the world’s 
record set by Ted Allen and Guy 
Zimmerman in the National Tourna­
ment in Des Moines last August.

At the end of the first 50 shoes, 
Brown had thrown 47 ringers and 
collected 15 points while Dean tossed 
43 ringers with a total of five points.

Harper qualified for A class but 
was unable to play. The last Sun­
day, Gray and Paterson were unable 
to be present, therefore forfeiting all 
games played.

A Class

Smith and Blanchard did not pitch 
the second Sunday therefore forfeit­
ing all games.

C Class

R. B. Howard, publisher of the 
Horseshoe World, will attend the Na­
tional Editorial Association Conven­
tion in Jacksonville, Fla., April 21-23, 
and take a tour of Florida and Cuba, 
following the meeting.

Mr. Howard is vice president of 
the National Editorial Association.

The first round results of the series show White Plains leading -Stam­
ford by the slim margin of four games, 28 points and only 14 ringers, with 
Stamford topping White Plains in the doubles column by 14. S. Lane, of 
^tamford, came through with a clean slate, 24 wins and no defeats; he also 
tops in ringer percentage, having 555 per cent. This series has ten weeks
more to go.
White Plains
D. Gardner ...........................................
J. Hammer ...........................................
F. Troxel ............. -................................
'R. Lauretti ...........................................

Totals...........................................
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WEEKLY CLUB SERIES
RECREATION HORSESHOE CLUB VS. STAMFORD HORSESHOE CLUB

D E A N  B R O W N  R E T A IN S  
LOS AN G E LE S TITLE

The battle raged for 118 shoes be­
fore Brown won 50-29, averaging 
86.4 per cent for the game to Dean’s 
79.6 per cent.

Brown ...........
Dean ............

D. Brown ..... :
L. Dean .........
R. Gatewood 
C. Gregson .... 
H. Heber .....
C. Sawitzky 
A. Gregson ....
F. Johnson.....
Geo. Bears .... 
W. W Bauer..
L. Gray .......
Jim Paterson

L. Kingsbury : 
A.R. Michael 1
G. C. Messick
D. Husted .....
J. K. Swem.... 
A. H. Logsdon
G. Llewellyn 
S. J. Rogers— 
Don Pearcy
J. A. Conn.....
J. F. Smith— 
L. Blanchard

R. Lindblom
P. Gersch .....
O. Morgan .... 
L. A. Johnson 
Larry Geer .... 
R. R. Spear ... 
Cecil Smith ... 
W. Wildberger 
W. H. Sage ... 
C. G. Lopez ...
E. E. Hyatt
G. M. Georee

Gold, silver and bronze medals 
were presented to the winners of the 
first three places in each class.

G O IN G  S O U T H

An optimist is the fellow who takes 
the cold water thrown upon his propo­
sition, heats it with enthusiasm, 
makes steam and pushes ahead.



T H E  N A T IO N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  H A S  FAILED?
LE T’S G E T D O W N  T O  BRASS T A C K S !

(Continued from Page 1)
I, personally, know most of them do not think along those lines; 

the big trouble is they do not even think. They all want to be cham­
pions, but they little realize there would be no champion without an 
association to promote a championship match. There is too much self­
ishness shown and too little desire to help the game and the Associa­
tion’s welfare.

As an example: Last year the Association added £300.00 cash to 
the Iowa State Fair’s £800.00 cash prize list at Des Moines, making a 
total of £1100.00. W ere the majority of entrants satisfied? N o! Some­
one knowing the Association had a little more money left got a few 
others together and after a little campaigning put a motion upon the 
floor that the Association throw £300.00 additional into the prize fund 
so that they might cash in on more money. It passed, of course. Did 
the boys appreciate the Association that had made that fund possible* 
Did they turn around and show they believed in reciprocation? Let’s 
look at the names listed in this issue, in which D . O . Chess is trying 
to solicit £1.00 donations from the lovers of the game to be put in 
the National Championship Prize Fund- How many names of those 
who cashed in at Des Moines do you find? Lefty Steinmann, of St. 
Louis, who finished 31st, is among the list.

Yes, we have failed, but only to an extent. Come on, you leaders, 
appoint your key men, get them busy selling those membership cards. 
Sell them to your friends, the grocer, the baker, the filling station man 
— he doesn’t have to be a pitcher. Let’s resolve to get busy and make 
1941 our best year ever, and remember, you tournament managers, make 
every Championship a National Sanctioned Tournament. Give the win­
ner, in addition to the first cash or medal prize, a beautifully scrolled 
National Association Certificate of Championship. That certificate will 
be cherished a lifetime.

If I have hurt anyone’s feelings without doing them some good, 
I am sorry, and I apologize, but if some of you will put forth a little 
more effort to help the game of horseshoes, I ’ll feel repaid for writing 
this. I ’ll appreciate comments, good or bad.

JACK H . C LA V ES,
5816 Neosho St., St. Louis, M o.

First prize, a pair of horseshoe, 
valued at $2.00, to Frank Troxel; sec­
ond prize, one year subscription to 
The Horseshoe World, to Joseph 
Hammer.

The boys liked the idea of the sec­
ond prize. I think more clubs should

use this idea when awarding prizes. 
It would be appreciated by the play­
ers and also increase the circulation 
of The World. Less Lane, of Stam­
ford, thinks it is a grand idea. He 
said he wished that more would take 
The World.

This is the first time we tried the 
50-point games this year. Except 
for one game all the results would 
have been the same at the 50-shoe 
mark. The 50-point winners were 
ahead at the 50-shoe mark.

The percentage dropped after the 
50-shoe mark was reached. The 
boys have geared themselves to go 
for 50 shoes. They like it better, 
too. No standing around. Several 
games went over 80 shoes. Also it 
sure is easier to figure the percent­
ages. Also all games finish at the 
same time, and you can play 27 
games where you can only play 18 
50-point games. Of course, for 
chaps averaging over 60 per cent, 
play 50-point games.

FRANK TROXEL

A suggestion was recently made 
by D. O. Chess, Cleveland, secretary 
of the Buckeye State Horseshoe 
Pitchers Association, that the Horse­
shoe World receive contributions of 
$1 from pitchers and that their 
names be printed each month. The 
number in front of the name will in­
dicate the number of dollars in the 
fund when that dollar arrived:
1. D. O. Chess, 6208 Quimby Ave.,

Cleveland, Ohio.
2. Jack Claves, St. Louis, Mo.
3. R. B. Howard, London, Ohio.
4. “Lefty” Steinmann, 7149 Linden- 

wood Place, St. Louis, Mo.
5. Willard Ruse, Aledo, Illinois.
6. Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Butts, Easton, 

Washington.
7. Gordon Horseshoe Co.
8. Ohio Horseshoe Co.
9. John Sebek, Canton, Ohio.
10. J. P. Moran, Box 6830, Pitts­

burgh, Pa.
11. Ted Allen, 550 S. Ogden St., 

Denver, Colorado.
12. C. E. Evans, Denver, Colorado. 

WHO IS NEXT? Your name will
look good here next month!

Just mail $1.00 to the Horseshoe 
World and simply say, “Here is my 
dollar for the 1941 National Tourna­
ment Fund.”

NOTICE!
The Horseshoe W orld knows the 
kind of printing you need . . . .  
we can furnish letterheads, en­
velopes, membership cards, tour­
nament sanctions, scoresheets and 
other printing at reasonable 
rates —  and they will be in ap­
proved, correct style.

W h y  not write us?

The Horseshoe World
LONDON, OHIO
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FRANK TROXEL WINS 
RINGER CLUB PRIZE

White Plains, N. Y.—Frank Troxel 
won first prize in the Recreation 
Horseshoe Club Round Robin tourna­
ment played at the old high school 
courts.

Troxel won five games without a 
defeat and his victories included a 
high game score of 595. Second 
prize went to Joseph Hammer who 
won four s:ames and drooped one.

Troxel .........
Hammer .....
Gardner ......
Lauretti ......
Young .........
Valles .........

HORSESHOE FUND DONORS

No question is ever settled until it 
is settled right.

Counsel, to police witness—But if 
a man is on his hands and knees in 
the middle of the road, does that 
prove he is drunk?

Policeman—No, sir; it does not; 
but this one was trying to roll up 
the white line.
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NEW TERSEY PITCHERS POSE FOR CAMERA

The pitchers in the 1940 New Jersey meet shown in this picture were as follows: 1, Claude E. Hart, Jersey City; 
2, Larry Mahoney, Lincroft, N. J., Class A ; 3, Jimmy O’Shea, Brockton, Mass., Class A ; 4, Vito Fileccia, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., Class A ; 5, Raymond Frye, Richmond, Va., Class A ; 6, Kenneth Hurst, Providence, R. I., Class A ; 7, John 
Fulton, Carlisle, Pa., Class A ; 8, Hurfuth, B., No. Hampton, Mass., Class A ; 9, W. W . Whitton, San Francisco, 
Calif., Class A ; 1*0, Harold Lochwood, Montrose, N. Y., Class A ; 11, John Rosselet, Summit, N. J., Class A ; 12, 
Frank Gamble, Staten Island, N. Y .; 13, Thos. P. O’Gara, New York, N. Y .; 14, Clare Hume, Jersey City, N. J., 
Class B; 15, Jos. Puglise, Paterson, N. J., Class B; 16, Henry Christy, Elmhurst, L. I., Class B ; 17, Melvin Pene- 
well, Allendale, N. J., Class B; 18, Mike Belsky, Maspeth, L. I., Class B; 19, Peter Beaton, Elmhurst, L. I., Class B; 
20, S. D. Lane, Glenbrook, Conn., Class B; 21, Mike Bell, Peekskill, N. Y., Class B; 22, Wm. Kolb, Newark, N. J., 
Class B; 23, John Miller, Scranton, Pa., Class B; 24, Unidentified; 25 Benj. Murphy, Jersey City; 26, Charles Hines, 
Jersey City; 27, Alec Robertson, Jersey City; 28, Lee Davis, Englewood, N. J.; 29, Geo. Ontko, Newark, N. J.; 30, 
M. Smaith, New Rochelle, N. Y .; 31, Jack Waltz, Newark, N. J.; 32, Paul Puglise, Paterson, N. J.; 33, J. Wilkin­
son, New York, N. Y .; 34, Rudolph Ontko, Newark, N. J.; 35, L. Greene, Newark, N. J.; 36, H. Wiltshire, Mountain- 
view, N. J.; 37, 38, 39, 41, Unidentified; 40, Wayman LaRue, Philadelphia, Pa.; 42, Jos. Glovier, Philadelphia* Pa.; 43, 
Leroy Pinkett, Philadelphia, Pa.

EXPLAINS PLAN
Cold Spring, Ky.

Dear Mr. Howard:
Please get this in the Horseshoe 

World as soon as possible. I’ve been 
getting mail from pitchers that don’t 
understand my plan of the Northern 
Kentucky Pitch Off. Well, I guess 
they don’t bowl or don’t know of the 
Bowling Congress. Bowling tourna­
ments run sometimes six to eight 
weeks. Do these horseshoe pitchers 
think that the Bowling Congress 
would have 100,000 entries if the bowl­
er had to be there and bowl every day 
for six or eight weeks and lose all his 
time at his work. If they did the 
Bowling Congress would be like the 
horseshoe tournament—in a rut with 
only about 50 entries. Let’s get out 
of this rut and go forward like other 
sports. To do this we must follow

their style of tournament or plan.
There are about 2,000,000 horseshoe 

pitchers in the good old U. S., so I 
don’t see why we can’t get 10,000 to 
enter our tournaments in the next 
10 to 15 years with a new kind of 
tournament conducted like the bowl­
ing, so all pitchers will have a chance. 
The Northern Kentucky Pitch Off will 
be conducted about the same as bowl­
ing tournament and any pitcher that 
knows anything about bowling knows 
how this pitch off will be played and 
they will not lost any time at their 
work like they do when they pitch 
in the World Horseshoe Tournament.

If a man is entered in the singles 
doubles and team he plays his team 
first, then doubles, then singles and 
all games can be played in about three 
hours or one day, if he wishes, and he 
is through and can go back to his city 
and work. This is one good point 
about this kind of a pitch off. He can 
do all his pitching in one day and have 
no other expense in staying where the 
tournament is played. To encourage 
all pitchers and the run-of-the-mine 
as the saying is, you have to give

them a chance and something to shoot 
at, and my plan gives every one that 
chance.

Here is my plan of dividing the 
prize money: With 500 entries 75 
will win prize money with $30 first, 
$25 second, $20 third, and so on, and 
to help the big shots there are nine 
special prizes for high in each game 
and each event, $10, $5, $3 and the 
one that gets the three highest games 
of one event and- is lucky to win in 
the four events can win $80.

Then, to help the little fellow or the 
lower percentage pitcher, to encour­
age him to enter, we will have nine 
special prizes for the lowest score 
games with $5, $3, $2 and the one that 
can be low each game and each event 
wins $23.

With 1,000 entries, first prize will 
be $50; second $40; third, $30, and 
so on down and 100 will receive prize 
money and nine special prizes for high 
score of each game $10, $8, $5, and 
the hot shot that can win each game 
and each event will win $101; the 
lowest score prizes, $8, $6, $4, $2, the 

(Continued on Page 8)
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The Horseshoe World,
Denver, Colo., Jan. 27, 1941 

Mr. Dear Mr. Howard:
You will find enclosed herewith 

two dollars to be applied as follows:
Subscription to the Horseshoe 

World, $1; expired Oct., 1940; and $1 
for the 1941 National Tournament 
Fund.

I am a member of the Washington 
Park Horseshoe Club and have card 
No. 59, Colorado, certifying me as a 
member of The National Horseshoe 
Pitchers’ Association of America.

At the age of 44 years, I started 
to pitch with the Washington Park 
Horseshoe Club, August 1, 1939, at 
which time I didn’t even know how to 
hold a horseshoe. Neither did I 
know one make from another. After 
trying different makes, I settled on 
the Ted Allen shoe because there 
was a place provided for fitting my 
index finger. I also found that the 
state and city champions were using 
this shoe as well as the majority of 
the club members. Harry Duncan, 
who lives in Denver, has charge of 
the sale of this shoe throughout tne 
United States and he told me of the 
improvements to date.

Needless to say I am a great ad­
mirer of Ted Allen and have watched 
him pitch a number of times. I 
watched his fine exhibition at the 
Denver Stock Show on January 16th. 
He had an audience of 10,000 people 
for eight nights, and with Homer 
Holcomb, the Cow Boy Clown, he 
gave marvelous exhibitions, which 
brought round after round of ap­
plause.

Jan. 23, 1941
Mr. R. B. Howard,
London, Ohio.

Friend Howard: I enclose one dol­
lar for this year’s subscription to the 
Horseshoe World. I have all issues 
from December, 1936, to date, but I 
want to get all back numbers possible. 
Reading them brings me up-to-date in 
the past, for in one copy were the 
names of officers of former Massa­
chusetts State Association. Another 
the Washington state group. I want 
to see these two states back in the as­
sociation. It cannot be the amount of 
yearly dues that caused them to 
resign.

The 13th Annual Evening Star 
Duckpin tournament which ended here 
January 3, had 16,908 entrants, men 
and women. At least 20,000 are mem­
bers of leagues here, many in two or 
more leagues. The average cost to 
each member is $40 per season. Twen­
ty-six major bowling establishments 
here have one million five hundred 
thousand dollars invested in buildings 
and equipment alone. These are con­
servative estimates.

January 4th, recreation bowling al­
leys in Baltimore, Md., (40 miles dist­
ant) held United States Duck Pin 
Sweepstakes, 71 experts, 25 from that 
city, 22 from here, 20 from Connecti­
cut, and the remainder few scattered. 
Each paid entry fee of $50 and each 
rolled 15 games which added $3.00 
more to the cost of each bowler. $3550 
total cash prizes—$1,000 1st, $500 2nd, 
and $400 3rd. Fifty one were out of 
the money.

There are no bowling alleys in back 
yards or side lots. The more than 850 
recreation associations in the U. S. 
do not maintain free bowling alleys. 
He who bowls paye the entire cost.

I wonder how many horseshoe pitch­
ers have the free use of well condi­
tioned courts and how many of these 
do not own a pair of pitching shoes 
all over the United States. These are 
not be censored too severely. Horse­

Mr. R. B. Howard, Editor
Horseshoe World,

London, Ohio.
Dear Mr. Howard: Thank you for 

the copy of the January issue of the 
“ World” , as I did not hear regarding 
the delay I am still puzzled, however I 
have it now and want to thank you 
for giving your efforts to keep the 
spark alive, a boost in the “ World.”

I am enclosing the results of the 
second round of the Handicap League, 
there are several changes in positions, 
also my name is missing from the All 
Stars, the reason for this that is to 
keep every one happy I gave my place 
to Gardner, and now I am the SUB­
STITUTE for all teams, I do get a 
chance to play on Sundays and Thurs­
days as you can see. There is also 
the results of the Club series. It is 
still early and Stamford may get go­
ing but it will have to go some as we 
are pretty steady in averaging our 
45 per cent as a team.

I am enclosing a clipping and the 
results of our Horseshoe Monthly 
Tourneys. As you see I was lucky 
and got my shoes, so next week I have 
to stay out. But what do you think 
of the second prize. I wish that the 
tournament managers would take the 
“ Horseshoe World” in consideration 
when they are awarding their prizes, 
a year’s subscription is a much better 
prize than “ some of these so-called 
medals” some of the boys get. Can 
you not present this idea to them in 
the Horseshoe World. I am enclos- 

(Continued on Next Page)
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(Continued from Page 7) 
lucky run of mine pitch can win $40.

With 2,000 entries — First prize 
$100, second $75, $60 and so on and 
200 will win prize money and 12 spe­
cial prizes for high game score $15, 
$10, $8.00, $5.00. With this number of 
entries the hot pitcher can win $175 
and the run-of-mine can win $51, the 
low prize $10; $4; $2.

(Notice the prize money will be 
made up with the amount that enters) 

In dividing the prize money so that 
more pitchers can win some prize 
money you encourage more of the 
lower class of pitchers to enter for if 
they get one hot game they’ll win 
some of that grand prize money, for 
the more prizes, more pitchers; more 
pitchers, more prizes. It works both 
ways.

I appreciate every one that writes 
to me about my plan but I am not 
financially fixed to answer all who are 
interested so I give them my thanks 
through the Horseshoe World.

Your Horseshoe Booster Friend, 
Harry J. Henn,

Cold Spring, Ky.

I pitch the one and one-quarter 
turn and am trying to follow the 
style of Ted Allen. While 1 am a 
Class B pitcher and can qualify at 
only 44 per cent, I am confident that 
I will make Class A in the next year 
or two.

There is a fine bunch of fellows in 
my local club, and with the fine 
brand of weather that Colorado has, 
we can pitch nearly every day and 
evening throughout the summer and 
fall seasons.

Needless to say, I love the game 
and will do all I can to help this 
fine sport.

Very truly yours
C. E. EVANS 

550 South Ogden Street

shoe pitching is a friendly game and 
enthusiasts usually have three or four 
pair with them and are glad to have 
others use them. But some one or 
more have made this possible. Over 
twenty years ago the National Horse­
shoe Pitchers Assn. was established 
and standards of play and equipment 
that are in use today are the result 
of the untiring efforts of many real 
pioneers. Many of these are still in 
harness, real optimists. We, who have 
the benefit of all the years of constant 
work of those who created the friend­
liest, most scientific of sports today 
owe a debt we cannot pay them. We 
can however justify their faith in the 
ultimate success of this grand old 
game by becoming members of the 
National Horseshoe Pitchers’ Associa­
tion. You who are not members send 
25c to J. Robert Tompkin, National 
Secretary, 711 Burnett Ave., Ames, 
Iowa, for 1941 annual dues, to aid in 
expansion program. For this small 
amount you in a manner of speaking 
become part owner of many horseshoe 
courts all over America. And you will 
be doing your bit to promote the sport.

Yours,
HARRY WOODFIELD



(Continued from Page 8) 
ing Joe Hammer’s subscription that 
he won. Start him off with the Jan­
uary issue.

I did not hear from Middletown yet 
so I cannot say if their writing was 
only a flash in the pan or not. How­
ever time will tell. I did hear from 
the Forest Hill club, of Newark, New 
Jersey, inviting us over for a game 
at their in-door courts, but as we are 
committed to play at White Plains 
every Sunday this year we could not 
accept the invitation. I did write him 
that if he could spare three or more 
men to send them to White Plains for 
a game and that next October when 
we plan our schedule we would in­
clude Forest Hill for a home and home 
series. We intend to visit their courts 
if possible, as we are interested in 
seeing their outfit. You see we al­
ways prided ourselves in saying that 
we had the best layout in the East, 
but we are always looking for new 
ideas. In regards to this club and 
their courts I find on inquiry that they 
are unknown to the one I spoke to. 
Maybe this is their first year and a 
notice in the “World” would get them 
some games. The address is Forest 
Hill Horseshoe Club, 228 Lincoln Ave., 
Newark, New Jersey.

When you write again let me know 
the price of extra copies of the World. 
No doubt you intended to let me know 
as I had asked about this in my last 
note to you.

Well there is not much to write 
about. Oh, yes, you will like this, re­
member I told you that I would like 
to give the “World” as consolation 
prizes in our Handicap League, but as 
the entry fee only totaled nine dol­
lars, we could not do much, well the 
first and second prizes (six medals) 
will be donated by the White Plains 
Recreation Bureau. How is that? 
This leaves me to go ahead and say 
that there will be at least six prizes 
of a year’s subscription to the World.
I will list the prizes in my next letter 
if I get them outlined. I hope I can 
get two more prizes, then all players 
in the League will get something. 
Some folks say that when all get 
prizes that this is bribery. I do not 
think so as Frank Hanlon, commis­
sioner of Recreation for White Plains 
said to me, “When you graduate from 
school you all get a diploma, do you 
not, and you take it home and hang 
it on the wall, to show that you did 
accomplish something regardless of 
your school marks.”

A few comments on the articles in 
the World:

Page seven, Johnny Sebek’s letter 
was good except for one paragraph. 
He says, “ It is time that the lower 
bracket pitchers support the experts, 
and in turn the experts will support

the lower bracket pitchers.” To my 
mind this is all wrong. The experts 
should support and encourage the low­
er bracket pitchers. The experts 
should do the following first, see that 
the lower bracket players are allowed 
to pitch in their own division at all 
tournaments, see that there are prizes 
for them in proportion to the experts’ 
prizes, let the experts encourage mem­
bership in the State and National Or­
ganizations, give advice and instruc­
tion as to how to hold the shoe, de­
liver it and also see that the conduct 
of the pitchers at the tournaments is 
up to par. In other words it is the so- 
called experts who should be on the 
job. It is the lower bracket pitcher 
who buys the shoes that put the 
“ stamp money” in the national fund. I 
know, as we sell and raffle off two 
dozen pairs a year, and no experts 
get them.

What is wrong with the Experts in 
doing this ? In their community there 
must be a club or two. Why could they 
not be invited to attend a club gath­
ering and they should accept the in­
vitation, give the boys a talk on the 
art of pitching, the right and wrong 
way to pitch, the merits of belonging 
to the State and National Association, 
How to conduct oneself at tourna­
ments, etc., also tell the boys why 
they should take the1 “ World.”  In 
other words get out and help, encour­
age and show the lower bracket pitch­
ers how it should be done.

Referring to “ Horseshoe Fund Don­
ors” . Where are the names of the so- 
called experts ? Are they not the ones 
to whom this money will go when and 
if it takes place. Maybe if their 
names were seen more often behind 
these ventures, then the little guy 
would take heart and get in line, too. 
My suggestion to this fund is that a 
trophy be gotten with the money and 
that an expert would have to win it 
three times to take it out of circula­
tion.

I see where the National wants 
5,000 more members. Fine, but I did 
not know there were that many ex­
perts in the country. It is time they 
gave the little guy his due, as it will 
be his money that keeps the experts 
going. From experience I have found 
out that the only time a majority of 
the experts bought a card from the 
state was when they were entering a 
tournament and were willing to dig 
down for the privilege of playing. (I 
better not say too much as I have no 
Card. This is personal between the 
secretary of the state and myself. I 
am going to take out one direct). Some 
day you will get the dope on our feud, 
or you will get some idea when you 
see our club roster.

Referring to Harry Henn’s Article. 
This is a swell idea, and we liked it

so well that when Ed McGuire, of Au­
burn, proposed it in the “ RINGER” in 
1938- we were willing to try it out in 
White Plains but could not get the 
backing of the experts. It would have 
been tried this winter but no outside 
support. I hope his venture is suc­
cessful and will be rooting for him. 
But I think he should have included 
six-man teams as the fifth man can­
not enter the doubles or all events, 
that is if he wishes to partner with 
one of his team mates, of course, he 
could get a partner, no doubt, but then 
he would be out of the all events. May­
be I should write Henn and ask him 
for the dope on this. I would like to 
go out and enter into the Pitch Off.

Well this is all for now. I am en­
closing $1.00 in stamps to pay for the 
subscription of Joseph Hammer, 155 
Underhill Ave., White Plains, N. Y.

Trusting this finds all will eventual­
ly put their shoulders to the wheel. 
As ever,

FRANK J. TROXEL, 
Secretary Recreation Horseshoe Club 

White Plains, N. Y.
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Canton, Ohio, Feb. 9, 1941 
Mr. R. B. Howard 
Publisher, The Horseshoe World.

Dear sir: A solution to the problem 
confronting our sport and associations 
is absolutely imperative, and must be 
found immediately.

I believe before I enumerate ideas 
which I believe necessary to the devel­
opment of our sport and associations, 
it would be proper to point out the 
causes of our present conditions which 
exist in our set-up today.

Allow me to state here that there is 
universally a tendency to attribute our 
failures and shortcomings upon our 
national association. I believe in all 
earnestness and sincerity that there 
in lies the gravest error!

The national association is only re­
flecting the conditions with which our 
state associations are struggling!

There is absolutely NO cohesion be­
tween the horseshoe pitchers and their 
associations. The state associations 
are weak due to the lack of a . pro­
gram for the pitchers. And that lack 
of a program is due to non-support of 
the pitchers. Thousands of pitchers 
in each state cannot see the necessity 
of becoming members of the state as­
sociations due to the fact that there 
is no program for them. In turn, 
the state associations are handicapped 
financially due to this non-support 
which they are receiving, so that it is 
impossible for them to put forth a 
program for pitchers.

And our national association ? It is 
expected to inherit these serious de­
fects (of non-co-operation, no finan- 

(Continued on Page 10)



(Continued from Page Nine) 
cial support) and perform miracles 
for the horseshoe pitchers of our 
country. The poor national associa­
tion has been the target of critics for 
failure to do what is expected of 
them, when, in all justice, it is abso­
lutely the fault of the very horse­
shoe pitchers who expect these con­
cessions!

Various theories have been set forth 
as to the causes of the decline in mem­
bership in our associations and the 
lack of support which the associations 
receive. Some have favored, at one 
time, to change the name of our sport, 
others have advocated changing the 
scoring method. This latter seems to 
be the most in favor at the present.

It is deemed as the cure for our 
present state of affairs. It is a fine 
thing, this non-cancellation method, 
the idea of Mr. Chess, Ohio State sec­
retary, but I stand firm in my opinion 
that the game as it stands today could 
be better. There is nothing wrong 
with the game of horseshoes as it is. 
The whole trouble lies in the lack of 
cohesion between the associations and 
the pitchers.

In other words, the average horse­
shoe pitchers are unwilling to invest 
their financial support in their organ­
izations, which in turn are helpless 
to carry out programs for their bene­
fit.

Why are the horseshoe pitchers re­
luctant to join the association? The 
main reason is the fact that they ex­
pect immediate results. When those 
are not forthcoming they immediately 
become discouraged and become inac­
tive.

The state associations need great 
financial resourses if they are to be 
able to put any program into effect. 
It is up to every pitcher to start an 
organizing campaign to add members 
of their state associations. It is not 
enough for one pitcher to join and 
then sit back expecting the other fel­
low to follow suit. Each pitcher must 
organize those pitchers and fans about 
him. It is the duty of all the horse­
shoe pitchers to get everybody they 
can into their associations.

By building strong local clubs and 
seeing to it that every member of the 
club is a state association member, 
you can, in turn, build up a strong 
national organization. If there is no 
local club in your town join the state 
and national organizations regardless.

When your state and national or­
ganizations are solid and have finan­
Page Ten

ces, then a program can be readily 
put in effect, which will benefit all 
classes of pitchers. However, horse­
shoe pitchers, you must do your part. 
Then the state and national organiza­
tions can do their part.

In no way, or manner, forget the 
“ Horseshoe World” in your organiz­
ing efforts. It is absolutely an essen­
tial part of our sport. We must have 
it, so as to keep in touch with all de­
velopments which take place.

I believe that now, before the com­
ing horseshoe season, it would be well 
if the state and national organiza­
tions would draw up some form of 
program, which would be an incentive 
for recruiting new members. Also it 
would give the members a chance to 
share in the activities which emanate 
from the program.

I believe that the National League 
idea sponsored by Mr. Lee Rose, of 
Detroit, former national secretary, is 
absolutely a real boon to horseshoe 
pitching in general. I would suggest 
that the national association officers 
and state association officers get in 
touch with Mr. Rose and form plans 
for putting this idea into effect this 
summer. It had a good deal of suc­
cess when it was put into effect last 
year, and if proper efforts towards es­
tablishing this idea country-wide are 
made, horseshoe pitching will sweep 
this hemisphere. And horseshoe pitch­
ers this is no idle boast! The public­
ity, which is essential for any type 
of venture, that the game will receive 
from such a program will be tremen­
dous.

Sports writers in my district have 
time and again spoken most highly 
of the National League idea. They are 
unanimous in their opinion that it is 
one of our essential programs. And 
they have backed their opinions by 
giving horseshoe pitching unheard of 
publicity this last summer when Can­
ton had a team entered.

And further, plans for tournaments 
so as to give all classes of pitchers to 
share in the prizes must be prepared. 
The state associations can draw up 
and put into effect state leagues, thus 
giving a change to the weaker players 
to enjoy some activity outside the 
sphere of their locality.

There should be league prizes. It 
will take a tremendous amount of ef­
fort, but it can be done easily with co­
operation on the part of everyone con­
cerned. So there’s no time to start 
like the present.

One thing more. Although not in 
favor of the non-cancellation method 
which was brought forth by Mr. Chess 
of Cleveland, I am willing to aid him 
in every way possible to make the 
coming Ohio State Tournament a 
great success. It will be the first time 
that this method of scoring will have

been used in a tournament. I sincerely 
wish him every success in the world 
as I know he deserves it. He is a 
sincere man and loves the horseshoe 
game.

I urge all pitchers and club officials 
in Ohio to support Mr. Chess in his 
plans for the coming state tourna­
ment. His method of scoring, the 
non-cancellation system, which he be­
lieves helps the weaker pitcher, de­
serves a fair trial.

However, it is necessary to form 
plans for league activity in Ohio and 
it would be well if Mr. Chess and oth­
er officers of our state association 
would get in touch with Mr. Rose, of 
Detroit, in order to get the National 
League into effect in our state, before 
the tournament.

League activity will increase the ac­
tivity of the horseshoe pitchers, which 
in turn will aid the local clubs, who 
in their turn will boost the state as­
sociations to newr high spots in mem­
bership and finally our national as­
sociation through its affiliation with 
the state associations will become a 
solid, influential organization.

I urge all state officers of our as­
sociations in the country to get in 
touch with Mr. Rose immediately so 
as to have a National League through­
out the country this summer. It would 
also be advisable to have state leagues 
that is, leagues within each state.

Horseshoe pitchers! Join your or­
ganizations, get everybody you can 
to join. Increased membership means 
greater financial strength in our as­
sociations and then and only then can 
they give you pitchers what you want.

Your rewards will be in exact pro­
portion to the amount of energy and 
finances that you put into your or­
ganizations.

Let’s make the coming season some­
thing to remember with pride! Start 
now! Yours sincerely,

JOHN SEBEK, 1417 Superior Ave.

ATTRIBUTES FOR TRUE SUCCESS 
A grateful heart — a thoughtful 

mind—a friendly smile—a helping 
hand—a kindly word—a loyal and 
courageous spirit.

CONDUCT
Conduct, culture and character are 

graces that go through life hand in 
hand, never separate or alone. Happy 
is he who has more than a speaking 
acquaintance with each. — Elbert 
Hubbard.

When one door closes, another op­
ens; but often we look so long and 
regretfully upon the closed door that 
we do not see the one which has open­
ed for us. Defeat is nothing but edu­
cation; it is the first step toward some 
thing better.—Nuggets.

The Horseshoe World
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Complete Statistics Of The 1940 World Tournament
By LEE ROSE, Former National Secretary

Guy Zimmerman ____________ ,__
Ted Allen .............................................
Fernando Isais .....................................
“Casey” Jones .....................................
Alvin Gandy .............. .........................
Ira Allen .............................................
Robert Bales .......................................
Lyle Brown .........................................
John Sebek ...........................................
Dean Brown .........................................
Sidney Harris ................... ............. ....
“Sam” Somerhalder .............................
Harvey Elmerson .................................
Ellis Griggs ........................................ .
Dale Dixon .........................................
Lee Rose ................................................
Alvin Dahlene .....................................
Roland Kraft .......................................
John Paxton .........................................
Eddie Packham ...................................
Joe Bennett ............................. ............
Clayton Henson .................................
Joe Dubie ..............................................
Irwin Hosier .......................................
Nels Peterson .......................................
Thorsten Madsen ...............................
Gaylord Peterson ............_.................
Wilbert Steinkamp .............................
Howard Robinson ...............................
W . O. Maxwell ...................................
“Lefty” Steinmann .............................

Totals.........................................



The “ 85” Horseshoe Club, of 
Yonkers, N. Y., would like to arrange 
some private match game with some 
of the Westchester County Horseshoe 
clubs on our courts or their courts.

Address Joe Reilly, 85 Bronx River 
Road Yonkers, New York.

The Buckeye State Horseshoe 
Pitcher’s Association.

6208 Quimby Ave. Cleveland, O.
February 3, 1941

Mr. Willard Ruse,
608 West 8th Street,

Aledo, Ills.
cc. The Horseshoe World.
My Dear Mr. Ruse:

I am happy to add your name to my 
mailing list? not because you men­
tioned my name in your article on 
page 7 of the January, 1941 issue of 
the Horseshoe World, but simply be­
cause it was just “plain horse-sense.” 

Take the boy or girl who becomes 
enthused over the sport and especially 
the “ great” healthful outdoor exercise 
it affords and after getting under way 
only to find out “under the cancel

method” that a single ringer of their 
opponent cancels “both of their close- 
shoes “within count” becomes discour­
aged and drops out of it. That is the 
thing that licks the sport, and as much 
as we hate to see the old method go, 
go it must if the sport is “ ever” to 
succeed for the reason that “ ringer” 
pitchers are not made “ over night.” It 
is a science that takes years.

It is my honest opinion, through my 
personal contacts over many years, 
that the percentage of sportsmanship 
among horseshoe pitchers is just as 
high, if not higher, than those of any 
other sport, and when the time comes 
that the boys controlling National 
Conventions divorce themselves from 
personal desires, and reason things 
out for the best interests of all play­
ers as well as the National and State 
Associations, the sooner the 2,000,000 
players will put their 25 cents on the 
line for affiliation producing $500,000, 
which is a half million dollars, and 
sufficient for National, State and Local 
tourneys besides other things that 
might help the players and their fam­
ilies in the way of insurance.

You will be interested to know that 
many years ago when I started in a 
club, I made the League team with a 
general average ringer percentage of 
about 40 but during the second year 
it was found out by the club officers

PITCH THE 1941 MODEL 
“OHIO” HORSESHOE

(Big improvement over the early 1940 model)

Pitch the horseshoes that are recommended by Frank E. Jackson, 
(13 times world’s champion) who tried all makes and has probably 
pitched more horseshoes than any man living.

“ O H IO ” Horseshoes have been on 
the market for 20 years. This is 
proof that they are popular with 
the players.

Made in four tempers— dead soft, soft, medium and hard. The heel 
calks on the soft shoes ,are hardened to prevent battering.

Drop Forged and Heat Treated.

Price $2.25 per pair postpaid 

Write for agent’s price in quantities

OHIO HORSESHOE CO.
866 P A R SO N S A V E . C O L U M B U S, O H IO

that I was handy with the typewriter 
and calculating machines, being an of­
fice man, and I was made an officer, 
then on the league and shortly there­
after as secretary of the State. My 
average thereafter went down because 
I had no chance to practice regularly. 
I love the cancel, but it “ just” won’t 
click as a financial success. I am en­
closing our 1941 Buckeye State set-up 
along with some other dope which I 
know you will be interested in. I 
want you to know that Ohio appreci­
ates your article and we will look 
forward for more of such.

I am sincerely yours,
D. O. CHESS, Secy’y.

PLEASE SEND YOUR SUB­
SCRIPTION NOW— ONE DOLLAR 
PER YEAR.

RECOGNIZED THE 
CHAMPIONS’ CHOICE 

PITCH

LATTORE 8C LEVAGOOD
22001 Park St. Dearborn, Mich.

W ANT GAMES

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

L A T T O R  E
HORSESHOES



OUR 1941 GORDON “SPIN-ON”
W e are keeping our promise to the pitchers of the nation and are 
giving them a still better shoe for 1941. Last year many new rec­
ords were made with our 1940 model “Spin-On” shoe, and we 
expect to see new records established with our new model, and 
we believe that any pitcher anywhere can increase his ringer per­
centage with this new shoe.

GORDON HORSESHOE COMPANY
JOHN A. GORDON, Pres, and Mgr.

W ESTERN OFFICE EASTERN OFFICE
7866 Seville Avenue Station C

Huntington Park, Calif. Cincinnati, Ohio

If you live in Ohio add Sales Tax.

Large size scoresheets are double these prices. The small size are suitable for scor­
ing one 50-point game and the large ones will score three 50-point games.

Name of your club or of some advertiser who may wish to donate scoresheets for 
your club may be placed at top of sheets in the 500 or 1000 quantity (special print­
ing orders not accepted on anything less than 500 scoresheets) for $3.00 for 500, or 
$4.50 for 1000 scoresheets. Special prices quoted on larger orders.

LET US QUOTE YOU ON YOUR CLUB STATIONERY, MEMBERSHIP 
CARDS, ETC., OR ANY OF YOUR PERSONAL OR BUSINESS PRINTING

R. B. HOWARD, Publisher

THE HORSESHOE WORLD
MADISON PRESS CO. BLDG. LONDON, OHIO

SCORESHEETS—AT PRICES YOU CAN 
AFFORD

We can furnish the D. D. Cottrell design scoresheets—official scoresheets of the 
National Horseshoe Pitchers Association—in pads of 50 in any quantity you desire, 
at these NEW LOW PRICES:



Here’s the New

DIAMOND SUPER RINGER

Diamond Pitching outfits are packed in sturdy 
wotoden boxes as illustrated. Contain two 
pairs of shoes and a pair of pointed stakes, 
27 inches long. A handy box to carry in the 
back seat of the car.

The finest pitching Horseshoe ever made. Cad­
mium and eopper plated. A beautiful shoe with  
accurate balance, drop forged from special an­
alysis heat-treated steel. Designed to catch 
stake with least possible chance of bouncing or 
sliding oft'. One size only, 2 lbs. 8 oz.

DIAMOND OFFICIAL 
Conform exactly to regulation of 
N.H.P. Association. Made regular 
or special dead falling type. Drop- 
forged steel will not chip or break. 
Come in weights 2 1 / 4 ., 2 lbs. 
6 ozs., and 2 1/2 lbs

EAGLE RINGER 
Drop-forged from special Diamond 
Horseshoe steel. Furnished either 
hardened, or soft dead falling type 
—in bronze and silver. One size 
only, 2 lbs. 8 oz.

DIAMOND JUNIOR 
For ladies and children. Exactly 
the same as Diamond Official 
Shoes except lighter. Made in 
1 1/2 lbs weights only

THE M OST COMPLETE LINE OF ACCESSORIES ON THE MARKET!

STAKE HOLDER
Official stake and stake 
holder for outdoor and 
indoor pitching. Stake is 
held at correct angle—  
rust proofed under­
ground.

HELPFUL BOOKLETS AND CHARTS
“ How to Organize and Promote a Horseshoe Club,” a 16- 
page booklet outlining complete procedure of activities. 
“How to Play Horseshoe” gives latest official rules. Free 
with orders for Diamond Shoes. Chart comes in book 
with 25 score sheets. Each sheet made for 25 innings—  
percentage chart for ringers and double ringers.

CARRYING CASE
Genuine heavy black 
cowhide, convenient zip­
per with ball chain, 
leather loop handle. 
Neat, trim and hand­
some, long -  wearing. 
A snug fit for one pair 
of shoes.

DIAMOND CALK HORSESHOE COMPANY
4626 G R A N D  AVE. DULUTH, M INNESOTA

L O O K !


