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{ 1921 with very little resemblance to the 1948 stream~iincd model,ib*e 3ic

i I won tne horsechoe pitching championchip every year I wac There  Cuae
i ceapon ve had over 70C memberc. Johmny Lodvick an Akron nevspaper man |
‘with the St Petercburg Chamber of Commerce, promoted the Lirst natiom
'nal tournament, Febs 22, 1919.
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The illustration of the * Ohio * shoe on this monthts cover, is . |
the third in a series of pitching s.Aoes, officially approved by, HeHePs' ™
Ae The artist, Lloyd L. O"Rec, Route i 2., Skanedteles Ifew York, a meom~
ber of the National Assn. The first "0kid" shoe was produced early in

and that of it'S inventér, are closely woven in the developement, pffho—-}

rseshoe pitching over the past %l years. Hore!s the story in hi& owa
WOXrdSe i
" Several years ago becance of ill health X cold my building ;
material and coal businesc and spent the winters in Ste Petercburg #law

Phere were 19 entered and each pitched a 5 gemc round robin of e eaeron (g gpns i
21 pointss I took first place vwith only one losg in 54 games. The ringor per ceat
wvas not so high in those days as the players verc just lecarning to piteh the opon che
oce Im 1922 I finiched third in the National scoring 36 pointc on the champion Gs Cx

NSy

and losing to the ruunner up, Spencer by one point. wavic

In 1921 tvo blackomiths, Je Ge Ray and Jacob Boesinger and mycelf formed the
Chio Horseshoe Co. sold the first 200 pairs made to players in St. Petsrsohu ]
orderc pourcd in. Ve made the firct drop forged horsechoes and did ¢ big bu
the first feu yearss Although now many other makec of pitching shoes vre on
ket ve continue to get our chare of the salese In addition to the United pbtiteo
Canada we have cusbomers in lexico, Jamaica and Pucrto .Rico.

Frank Jackcon, many times chempion, used Ohio chocs the last yecars he pitehsds
He has rstirednoi: and lives in Tempa Flas Other users of the Chic shoe aro f cr
championc, Ce Ce Dawic, Fronk Tundin, Chase Bobbitt and Putt Moscmone Jirmy Riok dem
votes all of hic time to exhibitionss uring and after the vwaWw ne vag mnn a Usl~
unit cnd made three trips to Japan, Phillinines and other places in the far eact.

Yourc P Me Bructe

In the 1948 Vorld's Chamnicnchip at Milwaukce uoing the #0hic shoe" oy .
Brownell of Gloversvilile New York and Cassy Jones of Waukesha Wisce Were out otonds
ings Brovnell upset by defeating in order, Icais E0 5o 40 with 88.03
Allen 50 to 33, 87.9% and .Casey Jones 50 to 36, 85.9,0 A feat never Zccomwiiched bem
fore. Qua llfled in the 1948 ©New York State championchip with 270 points iz the 100
shoe pitch with 85 ringers and 15 points, every shoe counting. Retaincdo hic title by
winning all of his 19 games. He finished 5th. 2t Milwaukce 2016 riugers in 24%4 choes
for 80a. 8%}

asey Joncs with tho Ohio Shoe had 2159 ringers in 2468 choes for 87,4 a notw
\-':orld*" record. Roplacing the former high mark madc by Guy Zimmcrman of 86.1 at nes

Moines in 1940. Jones finiched in 2 tic with ¢ Allen and Zimmerman for second

placcs Each winning 28 and losing 3 gamcs.
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VONES S7.5 AYG. TOPS OLD RECORD

.. Sept. 1948, et Horseshoe News SO
1

Y0 7 it -
SHOWUNELL swins FRoOM FERNANDO
LLIEN ARD CASEY JONES |

N PERFECT GAME BY 2 ERTIAS]

|
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ISAIS RETAINS TITLE, 1. oo e e o

near shoe. Ario Harris lead Fernando 49 to 40. 7The stage was set for an upsete Vime
Ae Banta, of Indlanapolis for many years Pres. of the Indiana Assn. = Arlo's home

. %own = had Bis eyes glued to the near peg. Would an Indiana pitcher take the grcat

Fornando? Banta squimmcd in his scat, his mouth was open wide: he grabbcd his hat.
" Comc on Arlo, wifi this onc " The erowd moved closer as Isals in a tight spot put
on a doubles Bamta rclaxods Fornamdo followed with four morc doubles and Arlo fa-
iled to Bop three of them, Score now, 49 all. Banta went into action againe thls
could be ite In the next pitch thoro was one ringer each and both had clase shocs
From vhere ho sat, 1t appearcd to Banta that Arlo had the point that would beat tho
chompione He pulled off his hat, opencd his mouth for a yell but-stdpped in his
tracks eas tho judge was called to dooide the tinnors

Fernando won by 2 micrometor measurement. 4 lucky break. His luck continued in
his game with Casey Jones = the longest of the tournament, 136 shoes = winning on a
elose shoe 50 to 49« His luck changed with Zimmerman, with the score 49 to 47 his
favor Guy put on a double. Zimmerman won 50 to 49 as only one of Isais?! shoes encw
irclod the stake. His othor loss was to Brownell, Tormy winning by 50 to 40.

In the last fivo.tournaments, starting with 1940, Isais has won three of the
four he entered - he missed 1946 = by losing fewer gamese In 1940 he tied with Al-
len and Zimmerman with 28 = 2. placing 3rde in the pitch off, In 1941 he won all
of his 23 gamese 1947 he lost only one game in 35, and at Milvaukeo as stated above
he lost only 2 in 31 games. These performances place him at the top in horseshoe
pitehing, _

Since 1933 to 1948, only seven world tournaments have. been stageds. Tod Allen
has won four and Fernandp Isais three. In all that time aside from Guy Zirmerman
ond Casey Jones, = who hove missed the title by slim margins,= only two have shown
promisos Wagne Nelson of Muncie Indiana and Tormy Brownell of Gloversville TeYe T
do not mean by this_thak there are no others copcble of landing in the First Ten in
20t there may be s8ve=al dari horses among the" Big Eighty Five " Who @re thoy?
They are the 58 vho falled to land in the finals and the 27 in the finals who £2ile
cd to average 80 pcr eont ringerse Thoy arc the fel}ows who playcd a major part in
the 1948 tournemeént. Their story will feature October, Horseshée News. Subscribe Ifow




THE 194 8 CONVENTIUN

ARD TOURNARMENT

Shortly before the 1946 tournament at Des Moines , several letters were mailed
to members of the Tournament Committee, the Chamber of Commerce and the National Ofe
ficers, voicing a vigorous protest. %he writer, champion of a mid-western State PL=
dicted dire results if the tournament was,sbaged as advertised. " The purse was too
small, the game would be cheapened; horseshoe pitching would be sef back 50 years.
He added,"I'm not going, few if any pltchers will make the trip. I'LL see to that.w

. e Horaerhoo News Saetarhar 1948,

The convention meoting at Des Moines that year was mild compared to thosc that
followode Most important was a unanimous vote to hold the 1947 tournament at salt
Lake City and the renewal of the 5 cent stamp and that only pitching shoes having an

: - HeHePo A stamp affixed td each carton of ome pair would receive official appm
rovals

o one who came to Utah and the 1947 tournament could see the siightest sign
of retrogression. Here was the perfect set-up. Lights, courts and clay. Hospitality
of the highest order. dmazement and real appreciction by the Wtahns at the wondere
ful exhibition of skill in the 1947 finals. Horvey W. Clear of Sunta Cruz, Calif.
the new secretary is the first to make his office an all time jobs With some assie
stance from the president the membership in 1946 reached a mew high.

Wew world records made in Utah was evidence that pitchers had not only reached
pre=war form but have increascd average ringer per cent to a point :that will reqUm
ire world champions in the near future to ring the stake 90 timcs in each 100 shoes
pitcheds While the National had reached a newhiﬁhmemberships, and the skill of
horseshoe pitchers was rapidly ncaring perfection, the 1947 and 1948 convention mee=
tings failed to produce much needed legislations

In the 1946 convention the stamp act was renewed. Inaddition to complying
with e He Po J» regulations of weight and dimensiond@, to receive official approval,
makers of pitching shoed were required ti affix a 5 cent stamp ( purchased from the
Tational Horseshoe Pitchers Assne of America ) on each camton containing one pair
s0lde .

In the 1947 convention by unanimous vote, World or National tournsments must
have no less than 32 pitchers in the finals and, the player placing 52nde shall rcce
elve no loss than $50,00 - The ©Dbid of &#3000,00for the 1948 tournament , to be held
in Milveukee, Aug. 1€, to 21, was sccepteds It was presented. in person by lire suy C.
Vertz. of Veukesha, rcpresenting the Wisconsin State Contenmial.

.. Barly in 1947 lire Vertz and a commitee met in Ifilwaukee and set up a prize
list for 32 players in the finals. In liay a letter stating there was room only for
12 courtss In June posters printed in Milwsukee distributed in cvery scetion of the
Ue 8 listed only 24 in the finais.

A letter from the President Woodficld to Mre Vorta called his attontion to
the rosolution in the 1947 convention that no less than than 32 pitchers would be
allowed to enter the finzls. The Horseshoc News issued 750 Special Bulietins chate
ing there would be 32 men in the finals at liilwoukece At mo time was it made knowm
to visiting Ne He Pe Ae 0fficials thet the courts faced cast and weste It was thae
opinion of all members of the ilational Assne thore that four morc eourts could havo
been builte Plocing 32 pitchers on 12 courts was a headache to Sece Cloar { page 3
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’ SONVENT ION, TOURMAMENT(CONT) . ana Bruce Lyon of Sen Franisc
o verked through one night 2ud mart of the following day trying to ass::xeén cou.rtg hcil
211 impartiallys. With the west end of the courts backed up to a " Sky-ride m At Sl
t intervals cars filled with screaming passengers roaring by, it was the general op=
.don’ that now records would be almost impossiblees |
| On top of that the perfect set up at Salt Lake City in 1947 had produced rec-
ords that probably would remain on the books for at least two years. In the light of
what happened at [Iilwawkee it mmst have been the handicap of constant noise of tue
roller coaster and the stamina sapping schedule necessary in assigning 52 players o
i2courts that spurred the 32 finalists to greater effort than ever before. A preview
of vhat vas to follow appered when the scores of 90 who tossed 200 sho2s in the qut
lifying round werc posted, s Bty '
- 20 SCORE 500 POINTS OR MORE | .
©. + I a possible score of 600 points. 20 codnted 500 or bciter. From 547 by Tod
Allen, Casey Jones and Guy Zimmormon £46 each %o Korman,Dixog Illjn 21st. place with
500+ ( Isals as defending champion not required to qualify | Next w/ith 499 each Cam
me Ruland ¥Xraft and Alvin Dahlene both of Kanse Dale Dixon of Des Moines was just 2
points shy of the coveted 500 class vith 498, The last three spoys were held Joinbe:
-1y by, Gerald LYAbbo, Mass, Geo Hilst, Ill. and Rassell Yaus Ohio with 480 euch.

Using the 200 shoe pitch as a measure, here was the greatest field of horseee
shoe pitchers ever bdbrought together in a National tournament. Eleven ware making
their first appearence in the big time. Gerzld LfAbbe Masse, Russel Yous, Chio,; aad
Jase Johnsony g. | Fron Indiana, Towell Edmondson, Ervin Rechti, Henry Pergal and Pow
ton Print:. Iiiinois, wigfn their State tonrnament ending gat. Auge 14, with John

+, ‘Lindmeier 1948 champ sent about 3 pitchers $o Milwaukee. Indiana, ozne or two less.
First timers from Iilinois were . Di.on, Geo Nilst, H. Cobb and A. S-incharmor.
; darl Bomke of New Berin Ills finished in 17th. place with 14 wins and 17 lost

> With 72.5 Rf. but he rlayed a definite part in the standings of the first five. nis

win from Jtnes prevénted the Wisconsin State champ from a tie with Isais and a piteh
off for the title. Had Bomke's win from Browmell boen the reverse, Tummy would have
been in a four vway tie for sccond ‘place..An even split of the four combincd priacs
would have brought him $87.50 additions | Ted Allen, Casey Jones and . fuy Zimneir~-
an, with 28 wing and 2 lcsses each split the combined prize money for 2nd., ord.and
4the places three ways. Eech claim a piecs of 2nd, place, leaviig 3rd. sund 4%a,
VaCinte .

fernondo Isais: rotainod the title of world champion he won in 1947, o days
nwefore the finals started, Re G Lyneh, Sports Bditor of the lilweukee Journal asked
has anybody outside of the top five a chance? Fernando reply was, to win a fZisthls)
from one of us, yes. To win the title no. hs five of us 7ill settle ite 10, 5,
was Vayne Nelson who entered the 80 per .centage clzss in 1947. He returned nome to
{incis Indiana before the qualification rounds

lielson lost his State title to Arlo Harris, 3 ing the count all system, while
ae favored cancellations. 1t was rumored that he not in the form he displayed at
Salt Leko City. Those who watchod him warm up in several practise gamcs sav ringe
Crs go on with the same reularity as in 1947.

He lost a golden opportunity to prove himseclf. Brovmell and Nelson together,
what 2 team that would have been. Two or three more losses among the top L£our ou-
ld have becn disastersus. It is highly possible that either could have takon £1r-
5t place. 4Ail of this may be second guessing but,it could have happened. The game
between these two would be worth the trip to Milwaukee %0 sec. - It would have been
2 living illustration of Rudyard Kipling?s famous poem " hcn Ecst Moects Woste

~
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A7 LOOKS FORWARD |

~s7 ' Dear Friends; As your new president, it is my QUe

ty to encourage and foster, good fellowship among our members

ﬁ ~ s and all horseshoe pitchers and to have, the gencral carc, supe
<

) ) . pervision and dircetion over all horscshoc pitching intercsts
/ 1 in National, Stato and City Associations and all mattors wite
hin my jurisdietion; to discharge the dutics required of ne

/K_& to make this the world's largest sport organization mot one

1y in our national tournament, but also in leagues snd all
N othcr tournamonts.
: \\ Here ore a few facts our National Association should ro=-

o

PR

membor: (1) Horseshoe pitching is the greatest social
levcler on carthe Rogardless of your station in lifc
x/f or work, 2ll arc the samc 9n NeHePe A
3 - is
(2) social advantogos: There unlimited opporte
. Dunity to spread good will and bring closcr and
TastThE friondships among your fcllow pitchers if, you orgenize and pitch

(3) Business opportunitless= Closer relationship with your leaguc teams alds
in our business or dccupational works ;

o0 Under discussion by thg Advisory Boardj= Lots hear your opinions on the f£oll-
OWings - :

( A ) The management of this Assne shall be vested in an Advisory Board, comp-

oscd of ropresentatives from the State Assnse TLimited to 12 membors, oloctcd ar che

dscn in a manner herinafter prescribed. '

( B) The Advisory Board shall have: full control, and shall manage the affairs
of the Assne Thoy shall enforece the objects for which it is organizcd and shall have
full power to discipline any of its members for violations of the Constitution; the
lawsy rulcs and rcgulations of NeHePeAe Or for conduct derogatory to thc best intcor-
csts of the Atsne ]

( ) The Advisory Board shall eloct it's officcrs and membors of the EzooH-
tive Comme at thc anmual meeting of NeHePels RBach Stato having 1 0 10 mombers she
all havc only onc votoe Statc Assnse having more than 10 membeors shall have 2 votes
Thce voters must be duly qualificd rcproscntatives of a2ffiliated gtate Acsnse Newly =
cleeted officers should, take Jffice immcdiatcly following the convention Of N.HePa.l

( D) The membors of th Exccutive Comme may &ttond and vote with mombers of
the Advisory Board at any mecting of that body but, any individual who is o mombor of
both shall have only onc voto. :

— —— . — — - — — h— oot ban e eSS en Gem B Seir G SRS e e e S me e G Gwmh et e S e e e G v G — -

I am compiling all data in regord t0 thp Ohio mixup and will forward it to
the Ldvisory Board for .. further discussions There sccms t0 be much favorable
to both sidcse The follawing itoms aro under discussion. ( turn td pagec 8 )_ ;

“PITCHERS SHOWN ON PAGES ARE TRACED FROM THOSE IN
MILWAUKEE JCURNAL, ORIGINALS BY ARTIST  MEL KISHNER







