


DIXON PORTABLE HORSESHOE COURTS 
2616 49th Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 

Dixon Portable Horseshoe Courts (Patent Pending) are now available. 
I have received many inquiries on these courts, but have not been able 
to present them at a price I felt would be attractive. I have been able 
to purchase the rubber pads in large quantities and can pass the savings 
on to you. The new nylon suspension system has eliminated some cost and 
improves the efficiency of the rubber pad greatly. The life of these pads 
should be at least ten years and are guaranteed for two years. 

I have eliminated painting to keep the price down, so you will have to paint 
them to suit your own taste. 

Each end of the court is boxed separately and weighs approximately 38 pounds -
76 pounds for the complete court. They are available in 2" and 4 " heights, and a 
conversion that can be c/sed to set over your present clay court. The same pad is 
used on all styles and is interchangeable, which means that it can be used on clay 
and boxed in the portable for mobility. 

Court Without Rubber Pad Complete Court Ready For U«e 

The 4" portable will give you maximum performance and can be converted to 
any desired height by ripping off the top side. 

The 2" is not as effective in holding close shoes, but will hold the ringers about 
the same. 

The convertible will be as effective as the 2" portable, but the rigid stake will 
not hold the ringers nearly as well. 

Either of the portables are easily stored in the trunk of your car, and can be set up ready 
to go in 5 minutes in your yard, on your drive, at the park, on the beach, at the lake 
while you are waiting for the fish to bite, in your basement (if you have enough room), in 
the barn (if you are on the farm), in gymnasiums at school, or anyplace where there is 
enough room. 

I qualified on these courts at the state tournament at the Iowa State Fair and 
threw 84 ringers in 100 shoes and never lost a ringer. Practically every pitcher in 
the tournament tried them and admitted they were better than clay courts. 

I hope these courts will make you a better horseshoe pitcher and I will guarantee 
the ringers you throw will stay there. Every shoe will feel the same every time you 
pitch it. N o mud - no dirt - no maintenance - no more, "barnyard golf." 

Dale E. Dixon 

PRICE 

4" and 2" portables - $39.50, f.o.b. Des Moines. Iowa 
Convertibles - $22.50, f.o.b. Des Moines, Iowa 
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1965 World Tournament Schedule of Events 
The 1965 World Horseshoe Pitching tournament conducted by the National 

Horseshoe Pitchers' Association of  America will be held in the city of  Keene, 
New Hampshire on Saturday, July 31st through Tuesday, August 10th. Play 
will be held on the Wheelock park courts in Keene. The Keene, N.H. club as-
sisted by the New England and New Hampshire state association will be the 
official  hosts for  this annual national event. 

Qualifying  round: Men 200 shoes, Senior & Ladies 100 shoes, Juniors 50 shoes. 
Sat., July 31, 12 noon until 10 p.m. — Qualifying,  all divisions. 
Sun., Aug. 1, 9 a.m. until 10 p.m. — Qualifying,  all divisions. 
Mon., Aug. 2, 9 a.m. until 10 p.m. — Qualifying,  all divisions. 
Tues., Aug. 3, 9 a.m. until 10 p.m. — Qualifying,  all divisions. 
Wed., Aug. 4, 9 a.m. until 12 noon — End of  qualifying,  all divisions. 

Round robin championship play, all divisions: 
Wed., Aug. 4, 1 p.m. — Juniors, Seniors and Ladies, lower classes. 
Wed., Aug. 4, 5:30 p.m. — Class "A" Ladies, Seniors & Juniors; Class "B" 

Seniors and Ladies: 
Thurs., Aug. 5, 5:30 p.m. — Start of  36-man Championship division, first 

six rounds. 
Friday, Aug. 6, 10 a.m. — Class "B" round robins, four  games of  eight. 

5:30 p.m. — 36-man championship round robin continued. 
Sat., Aug. 7, 10 a.m. — Class "C" round robins, four  groups of  eight. 

5:30 p.m. — 36-man championship round robin continued. 
Sun., Aug. 8, 10 a.m. — Class "B" & Class "C" eight man playoffs. 

1:00 p.m. — Any necessary playoffs  in Ladies, Junior and Senior divi-
sion. 

5:30 p.m. — 36-man championship round robin continued. 
Mon., Aug. 9, 5:30 p.m. — 36-man championship round robin continued. 
Tues., Aug. 10, 5:30 p.m. — Conclusion of  championship play, final  5 rounds. 

Special Events: 
Wed., Aug. 4, 8 p.m. — Opening ceremonies and introduction of  the 36-man 

championship division. 
11 p.m. — Annual N.H.P.A. party. 

Thurs., Aug. 5, 9:00 a.m. — Annual N.H.P.A. convention & business meeting. 
1:00 p.m. — Annual N.H.P.A. dinner. 

Tues., Aug. 10, 10:30 p.m. — Closing ceremonies and awarding of  trophies. 
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Annual Waterland Open Tournament — 

Battle Creek, Michigan 
The third annual Waterland Open tournament will be held at Bailey 

park in Battle Creek, Michigan on June 12th and 13th. This is Michigan's 
premier NHPA event. Roger Vogel of  Springfield,  Illinois is the defending 
champion. 

The championship class will be composed of  the 15 highest qualifiers  plus 
the defending  champion. It will be divided into two groups with the top two 
in each group playing a final  4-man round robin for  the championship. A 
100 shoe qualifying  round is mandatory for  those desiring to make cham-
pionship flight.  Latest NHPA or Michigan state book percentage may be used 
in lieu of  qualifying  round in all EXCEPT the championship group. Qualify-
ing will begin at 6 p.m., Friday, June 11, and will end at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 12. Play in the Boys' meet will start at 9 a.m. on Saturday. Lower classes 
will start at NOON on Saturday. Ladies will begin play at 4 p.m. on Saturday. 
The Championship flight  will start play at 11 a.m. on Sunday, June 13. Class 
B will begin at 11 a.m. also on Sunday. 

Entries will close at 10 a.m. SHARP on Saturday, June 12. Boys' entries 
close at 9:45 a.m. on Saturday. Entries in the Boys' division may be made in 
advance as there will not be any qualifying  or entry fee  required for  this class. 
Entry fee  for  the men will be $5.00 with no additional starting fee.  Entry fee 
for  the ladies will be $3.00. 

Bailey Park is located on M-78 (Capitol Ave.) in the northern part of 
Battle Creek, Michigan. For further  information  contact the tournament 
chairman, Mr. Carl Wood, 67 East Grand Circle, Battle Creek, Michigan. 



The Horseshoe Pitcher's News Digest/April, 1965 

Indiana Association Drops All Qualifying  Play Plans 

Schedule, Fund Raising Plan 
The Indiana Association held its annual meeting and election of  officers 

at Muncie in March and planned its complete tournament schedule, dropped 
all qualifying  play and adopted a fund  raising program. 

The fund  raising program will be in the form  of  a "raffle"  with all 
members acting as salesmen. Harold Craig is chairman of  the committee in 
charge of  the details. The proceeds will be used to increase the awards given 
in the annual state tournament and other events during the season and also 
to help send state champions, Curt Day and Sue Gillespie to the World 
Tournament at Keene, New Hampshire. 

Adoption of  a "no qualifying"  plan is a new step in Indiana. Each tour-
nament will find  the entries placed in classes on the basis of  their ringer 
percentage in their last three tournaments. A card file  has been established 
on each individual player and will be kept up to date for  this purpose. 

A deadline for  receiving entries will be established for  each tourney and 
actual play will start at once. New members and players of  no record will 
be required to pitch 100 shoes prior to deadline time in order to establish their 
initial ringer percentage. 

A feature  of  the plan will be that any player who feels  his ringer per-
centage record is too low compared to his present ability may pay an addi-
tional fee  of  $1.00 or $2.00 (depending on the tournament) and pitch 100 
shoes prior to the deadline to establish a new rating for  that tourney. In these 
cases a player can raise his rating but can not lower it. 

Indiana expects a banner year in 1965. Tournaments were scheduled at 
three new locations: the Eastern Indiana at Richmond with 20 courts in 
Clear Creek Park, the Southern Indiana at the Johnson County Fairgrounds 
in Franklin with 12 courts, and the Northeast Indiana at Columbia City 
with seven courts. Tournament dates are listed in "Coming Events" column. 

The Midwest "Ringer Round Up" was moved to Roberts Park in Con-
nersville where 19 courts will be available. A feature  of  the schedule will be 
a Family Week end at Highland Park in Kokomo. Tournaments for  the Wo-
men, Juniors, Lefthanders  and Seniors will be held at this time in addition 
to special games for  Father-Son and Husband-Wife  combinations. 

Officers  elected for  the year are: President, Walt Wilhoite of  Lebanon; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Earle Wilmore of  Gary; and Vice-Presidents, Randy 
McKinnis of  Lafayette,  Enoch Edwards of  Kouts, Morris Gillespie of  Indian-
apolis, Harold Walker of  Pennville and Chet Reel of  Kokomo. 

New Brighton, Penna. Club To Stage Spring-Warm-Up 

Open 
The annual "Spring Warm-Up Open tournament" will be held at the New 

Brighton horseshoe courts on Sunday, May 23. This will be an NHPA sanc-
tioned event, which means that all participants must be 1965 NHPA and 
State members. Qualifying  will consist of  throwing 100 shoes using the "Home 
Honor Club System." Each qualifier  is required to have an officer  of  the 
club conduct the qualifying,  sign the qualifying  sheet, and mail in the qual-
ifying  sheet. The cost is $3.00 for  the first  100 shoes. If  a second is desired, 
an additional $2.00 is to be charged. All entry fees  and scores must be sent 
in to Herman Boyer, R.D. No. 2, Beaver, Pa. 15009, and postmarked no later 
than May 16. Please include your return address, as you will be notified  of 
your class and pitching time. A round robin will be played in all classes, with 
eight men in each class. The winner and runner-up will be awarded trophies 
in each class. James Soloman, our present State Champion, is the defending 
champion of  the tournament. 
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Massachusetts Club Changes Name 
The name of  the Forest Park Horseshoe Club has been changed to the 

West Side Horseshoe Club, and in the future  all of  the club tournaments 
will be held on the 20 new courts that the club is building in West Springfield 
on the Aschenbach farm,  instead of  at Moxie's Grove. This property is lo-
cated on the main road (route 20) between Springfield  and Westfield,  just 
two blocks from  Mittineague Park. The 1965 Mass. Open will be held on these 
courts. 

Club officers  for  1965: President, Henry Pietruszak; Vice President, Wal-
ter Kosiba; Secretary-Treasurer, Gilbert Brinkman; Publicity Director, Ray-
mond Allard; Co-tournament directors, Ralph Forsstrom and Stanley Luke. 

Tulsa, Okla. Club Sets Date For Class B and C Tourney 
The Tulsa Horseshoe Club announces a B and C open tournament to be 

held June 12, 1965 at Central Park, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Qualifying  ringer percentage will be 58 and under for  the two classes. 

Three trophies will be given in each class. All pitchers must be N.H.P.A. mem-
bers. 

Previous tournament records will be acceptable. Mail in to tournament 
director, Willis Bettis, 16 N. 35th W. Avenue, Tulsa, Okla., as soon as possible. 

$2.00 entry fee  may be mailed in or paid not later than 9:30 on the morn-
ing of  the tournament. Class C will start at 10 a.m. and class B at 1:30 p.m. 
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Jefferson  City,  Tennessee,  although NHPA memberships will not be as 
great as the 1964 roster showed, the local club membership is anticipated on 
growing to four  times that of  1964. If  everything goes as is expected, the club 
hopes to have 200 NHPA members by 1966. Something new is being added to 
the club program this season and that is there will be a ladies group and a 
group for  the junior boys and junior girls. A new group within the club has 
been formed  known as the River View 10 club. It involves the top 10 members 
of  the group who average 60 per cent in ringers. The Jefferson  City club is 
financed  by membership fees  and donations. Courts for  the club are furnished 
and supported by its president, John Walker. 

Decatur,  Illinois,  thirty-two members comprise the roster of  the newly 
chartered Soy City club here in Decatur. Organization started the first  part 
of  January and climaxed nine weeks later. Special tribute should be given to 
Terry Garrells, our president. The league will play using a 90 per cent handi-
cap system and playing under an excellent lighting system. Scoring devices 
have been put together and blue clay, located locally by one of  the members, 
has been put into the courts. Much has been accomplished but the board rea-
lizes that there is still much to be done. The outstanding feature  of  the 
project has been the interest shown during the winter. The club became a 
reality through the combined efforts  of  the president and its members who 
set a goal and worked to that end. The NHPA "How-To-Do-It" manual was 
a great asset together with films  of  the 1962 World tournament in bringing 
about the success of  the club. An NHPA tournament is being discussed for 
the future.  The club officers  are as follows:  Terry Garrels, president; Charles 
Felin, vice-president; Dewey Barr, treasurer, and Alex Klunick, secretary. 

Dimondale,  Michigan  club is going to be a beehive of  activity this season 
with preparation for  the Michigan state tournament so any preliminary 
achievements that can be started now will help in future  developments. Irene 
and Earl Grable have accumulated a vast amount of  movies and other pic-
tures that may prove interesting to club members. Perhaps with a little 
urging they may be persuaded to show them at a club meeting. The Dimondale 
club wants Berl Fields to know how proud they are of  him and his Golden 
Glove group on receiving the team championship trophy. Neal Dolbee can hard-
ly restrain his anxiety until Ray McLaughlin completes his recreation build-
ing. Bill Ullenbruch has signed up two more members. The Vic Bensons are 
enjoying the sunshine in Florida. 

The  Bremen, Ohio, Horseshoe  Club  has four  lighted courts with cement 
walkways located on N. Broad Street. The club built a refreshment  stand last 
year which is furnished  with equipment needed for  preparing food  at the tour-
naments. 

The club finances  itself  from  $3.00 per year dues, some donations and 
concession sales at the tournaments. The 1965 club officers  are Pres. Wayne 
Church, Vice Pres. Leo Kunkler, Sec. Dwight Carpenter, Treas. Cappy Win-
land Jim Knisley was selected as tournament director. 1965 Tourney Schedule: 
May 21, 22, 23 — Spring Opener (open) ; June 19, 20, 21 — Club Roundup 
(members only) ; July 19-25 — 3rd Annual Bremen Open; Sept. 17, 18, 19 —-
Club Championships (members only). Above dates are playing dates only. 
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Organization and Development Of The Dimondale, 

Michigan Horseshoe Club 
By PAT SMITH, Director, Publicity 

Along the Grand River about five  miles southwest of  Lansing, Michigan 
rests one of  the most beautiful  and typically small town communities in the 
state. Dimondale boasts approximately 800 people, many of  whom are em-
ployed in Lansing, Charlotte and adjacent localities. Several major highways 
junction in this area such as 196, U.S. 127, M78, M43, and U.S. 27; this af-
fords  easy access to and from  Lansing and Dimondale to most points of  lower 
Michigan. 

Dimondale is a very active community consisting of  two churches, Pres-
byterian and Methodist. Two years ago the Dimondale school system merged 
with the Holt area to form  a class B educational unit. It has an American 
Legion Post, Lions Club, a Golden Gloves group trained by Berl Fields, the 
local mortician. Last but not least, Dimondale has a local Horseshoe Pitchers 
Club. 

About four  years ago, Clint Hines, a local grocer, and a senior citizen, 
Burt Terrill, obtained permission from  the village council to drive a couple of 
stakes on a vacant lot on the main street. This was the initial step that 
sparked the ever developing horseshoe pitching interest in Dimondale. Na-
turally in a short time several more fellows  congregated here evenings and 
as the summer progressed this became quite an interesting ritual. 

The next year Clint and Earl Grable with the cooperation of  the village 
council built two regulation courts behind the firebarn.  The installation of 
spotlights on the building corner enabled the pitching enthusiasts to enjoy 
many evenings that season, thus increasing the number of  interested players. 

Participation of  Earl Grable, Pat Smith, and Vic Benson in the Wol-
verine State Horseshoe Pitchers Association that same year, in 1963, further 
intensified  interest locally. Their discussions and reminiscence of  the tourna-
ments results and staging of  a tournament in Dimondale accelerated the 
activity considerably. 

After  the season was over, Earl, Vic, and Pat from  time to time discussed 
the idea of  forming  a local club. They decided sufficient  interest existed to 
justify  this possibility. 

On April 28, 1964, a meeting was held in Grable & Sons Metal Products 
office,  attended by Earl Grable, Dean Taggart, Vic Benson, Clint Hines, Buck 
Bellon, Fred Smith, Beryl Woodman, Earl Goff,  Keith St. Johns, Jim Ostrand-
er, Mel Culver and Pat Smith. The name of  this organization was determined 
as "The Dimondale Horseshoe Pitchers Club." The elected officers  were as fol-
lows: Earl Grable, President; Clint Hines, Secretary; Vic Benson, Treasurer, 
and Pat Smith, Director of  Publicity. Dues were established as $2.00 per mem-
ber. Within a couple of  months we boasted 20 members. With what dues 
money we possessed in addition to $60.00 appropriated by the village council, 
our energetic members built four  more regulation courts next to the previously 
mentioned two courts. Standard Block & Supply Co. donated the necessary 
redi-mix cement for  the walks and pits. Each pit was filled  with four  inches 
of  potters clay from  the Grand Ledge Tile Co. These courts were built and 
equipped in less than a month, during the members spare time, evenings 
and weekends. 

May 23rd saw our first  Wolverine State Horseshoe Pitchers Association 
tournament of  the season on our new courts with 41 contestants entered. The 
temperature was in the 90 plus area, clear and hot. We had appropriate open-
ing ceremonies with flag  raising, welcoming speech by the mayor and intro-
duction of  State Association officers  and directors. 

The only somber effect  on the tournament festivities  was the fact  that 
president Grable's mother passed away in Indiana and Earl could not be pres-
ent. I believe the fellows  in the club worked unceasingly in spite of  the heat 
to keep the courts conditioned to be the best possible hosts during Earl 's ab-
sence which would prove their enthusiasm and ability to overcome any un-
expected obstacles. I'm sure this impression was accurately taken when Earl 
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Dimondale Club — (Continued) 
returned and received the congratulations of  the community and W.S.H.P.A. 
officials. 

Incidentally, three of  our club members entered the State Association at 
this tournament. 

Three weeks later at least seven or eight of  our club members entered 
the big two-day national open "Water Wonderland Tournament" at Battle 
Creek, Michigan. This certainly impressed the newer club members. They saw 
the best horseshoe pitchers in the country, to name a few:  Paul Focht of 
Ohio, the Vogels from  Illinois, and Van Sant of  Indiana, competing against 
Michigan's best, Roy Smith, Ken Jensen and Don Kaiser, and many more. 

About this time President Grable and Jim Ostrander, the two more 
veteran pitchers of  our club, inaugurated as a feature  of  our Thursday eve-
ning weekly club tournaments, score keeping for  every game in order that 
percentages of  ringers for  each member could be compiled. I am told that the 
W.S.H.P.A. incorporated this percentage idea into the State Association 
Tournament procedures. 

The next improvement of  our courts was achieved around the first  of 
July. Our horseshoe pitching area was enclosed with posts of  one inch pipe and 
36 inch woven strand fence.  This was considered almost a mandatory safety 
measure to prevent young and small children from  being injured by errantly 
thrown horseshoes, to say nothing of  contributing to the peace of  mind of 
the spectators. 

July 10th saw the Dimondale club hosting their second W.S.H.P.A. 
Tournament of  the season. The weather again was hot and sunny. The tem-
perature was in the nineties and over 50 pitchers entered. 

It might be advisable to say concerning tournament play on an extremely 
hot day, probably the most important duty or obligation is to give almost 
constant attention to the clay in the pits. If  they are dampened and turned 
over after  each round of  games is completed, you are assured of  a successful 
tournament every time. Excellent courts will draw large entries more than 
any other facility. 

We completed the overhead lighting of  our courts during this period. We 
strung a line across the center of  the courts with four  large bulbs in reflectors 
from  the standard atop the firebarn  to a 50 foot  pole with two flood  lights 
mounted near the top. 

We also held a small tournament on August 8th, a Saturday afternoon, 
as a side feature  of  the Dimondale Homecoming Celebration. This, incident-
ally, occurred during the World Championships at Greenville, Ohio; conse-
quently, it didn't conflict  with any State Association activities. 

Labor Day weekend found  nine of  our club members competing in the 
various classes of  the Michigan State Championships at Hartford,  Michigan. 
This naturally was the climax of  the season. Three of  our boys reached the 
finals  on the third day, and Earl Grable, after  winning a thrilling playoff, 
brought the Dimondale Club its first  State Championship in Class B with a 
70 per cent plus game. This naturally increased horseshoe pitching interest to 
a fever  height. 

Clint Hines upon hearing of  this epic achievement emblazoned across the 
front  windows of  the Grable business building in large letters, "Earl Grable 
State Class B Champion." Earl received among his more memorable plaudits 
a congratulatory commendation from  the Dimondale Village Council. 

September 12th found  our club hosting the third W.S.H.P.A. tournament 
of  the year. This is probably due, for  the most part, to the two previously suc-
cessful  tournaments and may I emphasize again the excellent facilities  our 
club offers. 

The fact  that some of  our boys have pitched horseshoes the last two 
Thanksgiving Days and the day before  New Years, will give you some idea 
of  the interest our club enjoys. 

January 24th on Sunday afternoon  we held our first  annual club meeting. 
We held election of  officers  with Earl Grable re-elected as President, who else? 
Clint Hines as Vice-President, and W. J. Ullenbruch, a new member as Sec-
retary-Treasurer. 
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Dimondale Club — (Continued) 
I would like to digress at this point for  a moment on a very important 

club development: a new and very complete constitution and bylaws. Fred 
Smith devised the original and preliminary context which revealed consider-
able thought and effort.  W. J . Ullenbruch revised it and adopted it with ap-
propriate explanations, presented it to the membership, which unqualifiedly 
accepted it. This is typical of  the wholehearted cooperation which exists at all 
times in our club. 

I would like to say that anyone desiring to form  a horseshoe club, we will 
furnish  a copy of  our constitution on request with a self-addressed  envelope 
and letter. We have established our club dues at $3.00 per year payable within 
30 days after  our January annual meeting. 

In summary, the essential requisites, we in our short year of  existence 
have found,  are: first,  very adequate facilities,  best possible courts, consisting 
of  potters clay in the pits, good quality steel stakes imbedded in railroad 
ties, wood or cement walks to pitch on, decent lighting, water and rest room 
facilities. 

Before  you start to acquire these, unless they're already available such 
as parks, the interest and enthusiasm must exist. In the case of  our club, con-
siderable interest was manifested.  In addition to the regular club officers, 
we appointed Pat Smith, the author of  this rambling article, the Director of 
Publicity. Pat has had a horseshoe news column in the local "Dimondale News" 
almost without exception every week since last April. President Grable and 
the club members in general seem to consider this type of  news media suf-
ficiently  important to the club's continuing success that they reappointeded 
Pat as publicity director with a co-assistant for  another year. 

A recent development which another new member, Ray McLaughlin, di-
vulged to our club at the annual meeting, is that he is building an indoor 
recreation center which will include 6 regulation horseshoe courts along with 
several other facilities  such as archery range, pool tables, dancing area, and 
a lunch counter. 

We realize that our club has had almost phenomenal development and 
success in its nine months of  existence. We are humble enough to realize that 
we owe and are tremendously grateful  to many people and organizations for 
what we are today. 

The  printing  or publishing  of  this  article  is forbidden  unless written 
permission is obtained  either  from  the Dimondale  Horseshoe  Club,  or the 
author,  Pat  Smith. 

Delayed Report On New Jersey 1964 State 

Tournament Finals 
By JOE McCRINK 

Last fall,  due to an oversight of  one of  the members or myself,  we failed 
to send in the final  results of  the 1964 New Jersey state tournament. 

The New Jersey state tournament was held at Branch Brook park in 
Newark and was won by Walter Haring of  Middleville with 7 wins and one 
loss. His only defeat  came at the hands of  Dr. Sol Berman of  Elizabeth. Asa 
Brown of  Butler ran second with 5 wins and two losses. Lee Davis of  Ridge-
field  came in third. Bill Kolb, a 9-time winner of  the New Jersey crown 
and the defending  champion, settled for  fourth  position. 

In the Class B section, it was Frank Pluchino of  Bergenfield  with 6 wins 
and one loss to secure first  place. He was followed  by Jack Gidde of  Middle-
sex and Warren Stokem of  Hasbrouck Heights. Bill Fournier slipped in to 
take first  place in Class C, closely followed  by Don Eberhart and H. Hoodiman. 

In the State Doubles championship Dr. Berman teamed with Joe Mc-
Crink, who have ruled the roost for  many years, were upset by the team of 
Haring and Brown who came in with 7 wins and one loss to claim the 1964 
title. Second spot went to Berman and McCrink; third, Kolb and French, and 
fourth,  Gidde and Vogal. 
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New Dixon Dry Horseshoe Court Given A Good Test 

In Valley Of The Sun Tournament 

Through the joint effective  cooperation of  Dale Dixon and management 
of  "Valley of  the Sun" horseshoe tournament, the new dry (non-clay) Dixon 
horseshoe courts were given a gratifying  test in the "A" division of  their 
yearly sanctioned tournament in Mesa, Arizona, February 27-28. 

It was a 16 man round-robin affair.  Mr. Dixon installed a set of  his 
courts at number 1 stake position. The other seven courts used in the tourna-
ment were the conventional clay courts. Incidentally, they had newly installed 
stakes and clay in fine  condition. 

The round-robin set-up allowed all 16 contestants to pitch two games each 
on every court except one. It so happened the two men to pitch only one game 
each on the Dixon court were those that finished  in the No. 1 and No. 2 posi-
tions in the tournament standings, namely Mr. Tamboer and Mr. Allen. 

Before  start of  the tournament Mr. Dixon stated he would present a set 
of  his courts to the player pitching the highest percentage on the Dixon 
court during the tournament. Ted Allen then stated he would give a pair of 
his new horseshoes to the opponent defeated  in this game. 

Jerry Schneider, California,  pitched an even 85 per cent to win the courts. 
His opponent in this game, G. Miller, Ohio, received the Allen shoes. Homer 
Moefield,  California,  was a close runner-up for  the courts with a 84.2 per cent. 

Each pitcher and each game on the Dixon court were designated on the 
Master record sheet in order to compare results at end of  tournament. 

Following are some interesting results: 
Ten pitchers, of  the 16 contestants, had a better percentage and six pitchers 
had less percentage on the Dixon court than on the clay courts. 

Ringers S.P. % 
In the 15 games pitched on the Dixon courts 1336 2028 65.9 
In the 105 games pitched on seven clay courts 8962 14002 64.0 

It was quite noticeable in observing the players, that those pitching a flat 
level shoe had very good success on the rubber, especially a high soft  shoe. 
The one or two pitchers experiencing the most trouble were those inclined to 
land shoe with heels (open end) striking rubber first  on downward slant. 
Such shoes were inclined to roll out or refuse  to stay in position sometimes. 

All in all, the test showed great promise. Who knows, in a few  years we 
may be pitching a World Tournament on this type court. Maybe in an indoor 
Sports Arena in view of  many thousand spectators. No clay to turn in courts, 
no water to mess with, hands and clothes clean. 

Dale states this is the first  real test given the new courts in tournament 
play. It would be interesting to see at least four  such courts set up for  a 
complete 8 man round-robin. 

"THE STORY OF HORSESHOES" ] 
180 pages including current supplement. 
Everything a beginner or new club needs. 

Ideal for Tournament Prizes. 

I 

i COSTS LESS THAN A PAIR OF HORSESHOES 

Price $3.95 — Post paid 
I OTTIE W. RENO Route 5 LUCASVILLE, O H I O 
1 
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COVER  PICTURE  . . . When  the 1965 World  Tournament  gets  underway  at 
Keene,  N.  H.  this  summer one of  those New  England  pitchers  who will  make 
his presence known by his ringer  ability  will  be Michael  Vecchitto  of  Middle-
town, Connecticut.  This  genial  southpaw pitcher  has been tossing  horseshoes for 
over 30 years and has 33 trophies  to prove his aptness. He  is a three time win-
ner of  the Connecticut  state  crown and also among his collection  one as the 
Class  B champion of  the outstanding  New  England  States  annual tournament 
which he received  four  years ago. "Mickey",  as he is known, is a former 
Regional  Director  of  the New  England  states  and has contributed  much to the 
game. 

Erie, Pa. Horseshoe Club Conducts Bowling Tournament 
In order to while away some of  the time during the winter when it is 

rather unhandy to find  the right facilities  for  horseshoe pitching, the mem-
bers of  the Erie, Pennsylvania Horseshoe club formed  a bowling league with-
in their own ranks. That is a rule that all who take part in the league MUST 
pitch horseshoes. It has even taken in several out of  state pitchers, all within 
driving range of  Erie. A good portion of  the horseshoe-bowlers are NHPA 
members along with belonging to the Erie club. Among the top men Jack Pot-
ter of  Erie came in with a big 630 pin series, while not far  behind was Joe 
Kichcinski with a 623 series. The winner of  this unique tournament was John 
Leonard! of  Erie holding high with a tremendous series of  676. Not being 
dismayed, however, and holding to the theory that "you can't win 'em all" is 
Glen Sebring of  Erie and a Vice-President of  the National Horseshoe Pitchers' 
association, who registered a 471 series. All in all, a lot of  fun  and good 
fellowship  prevailed. 
John Leonardi, Erie, Pa 676 Kit Johnson, Erie 571 
Ed Wurst, Sr., Erie 663 Bruce Baumann, Erie 571 
Ed Leopold, Girard, Pa 651 Tony Kownacki, Fairview, Pa 570 
Jack Potter, Erie 636 Steve Fenicchia, Rochester, N.Y. .. 569 
Ed Konopka, Erie 630 Mel O'Neil, Erie 567 
Ray Ames, Erie 628 Art Adams, Erie 567 
Joe Kuchcinski, Wesleyville 623 Don Hillegas, Erie 565 
Bob Conrad, Erie 615 Carl Simons, Erie 562 
Elmer Semcock, Erie 614 Bucky Davis, Erie 554 
Ralph Leopold, Girard 608 Dan Kuchcinski, Wesleyville 552 
Cliff  Walter, Erie 607 Joe Perkowski, Erie 545 
Ed Kuchcinski, Wesleyville 602 Carleton Curtis, Union City 545 
Joe Abbott, Wesleyville 602 Ray Ploof,  Erie 545 
Dick White, Erie 600 Joe Balogh, Erie 540 
Ed Czernek, Erie 597 Matt Laskowski, Erie 539 
Paul Beer, Erie 596 Rev. Karl Schneider, Erie 538 
John Zdunski, Erie 595 Joe Peters, Erie 535 
Jerry Peck, Erie 594 Bill Billig, Erie 525 
Larry Morehouse, Erie 590 Dick Adams, Erie 515 
Harry Westfall,  Erie 584 Francie White, Erie 514 
Joe Juchno, Erie 580 Joe Stankay, Girard 512 
George Baumann, Erie 576 Wally Rice, Erie 491 
Carl Larson, Erie 575 Walt Skibicki, Erie 488 
Wes Kuchcinski, Erie 571 Glen Sebring, Erie 471 

From Here And There 
The sympathy of  the Iowa State association and that of  the NHPA is 

extended to Harold Shaw of  Fairfield  in the passing of  his father,  Mr. Rob-
ert Shaw. Mr. Shaw was an ardent horseshoe fan  and attended many tourneys. 
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COMING EVENTS 
April 17 — Georgia, NHPA Spring: Open 

tournament, singles only, Sweetwater Inn 
courts, Austell, Georgia. 

April 24 — Jefferson  City Club Men's tour-
nament, Jefferson  City, Tenn. 

May 1 — Open Class C tournament (34.9% 
and under) Squires park, Las Vegas, Ne-
vada. 

May 8 — Sweetwater Open Doubles tourna-
ment, Sweetwater courts, Austell, Georgia. 

May 8 — Open Class B tournament, Squires 
park, Las Vegas, Nevada. 

May 16 — Iowa Hawkeye Association mem-
bers tournament, Birdland Park, Des 
Moines, Iowa 

May 23 — Annual Spring Warm-Up Open 
tournament, New Brighton, Pennsylvania. 

May 23 — Open tournament, McKinley park 
courts, Creston, Iowa. 

May 23 — Indiana-Open tournament, City 
park courts, Cayuga, Indiana. 

May 23 — Open tournament, McKinley park 
courts, Creston, Iowa. Mail scores and $2 
fee  to Art Reed, 604 W. Mills, Creston, 
Iowa by May 21st. 

May 29-30 — Joe Schilling Memorial Open, 
Kingma Courts, Lafayette,  Indiana. 

June 4-5-6 — Greenville Open tournament, 
City park courts, Greenville, Ohio. 

June 5 — Cobb County championships, sin-
gles only, S w e e t w a t e r courts, Austell, 
Georgia. 

June 5-6 — Northeast Indiana High School 
courts, Columbia City, Indiana. 

June 5-6 — Northwest Indiana, High School 
courts, Kouts, Indiana. 

June 6 — Tournament for  Iowa pitchers 
ONLY, Riverside park courts, Ottumwa, 
Iowa. 

June 12 — Tulsa Okla. Band C Open tourna-
ment, Central park courts, Tulsa, Okla-
homa. 

June 12-13 — Third Annual Waterland Open 
tournament, Bailey Park, Battle Creek, 
Mich. 

June 12-13 — Muncie Spring Open tourna-
ment, Heekin park courts, Muncie, Indiana. 

June 12-13-14 — Northwest Ohio District 
tournament, Fulton County fairgrounds, 
Wauseon, Ohio. 

June 18-19-20 — Eastern National Open 
tournament, Washington, Pennsylvania. 

June 19-20 •— Three division tournament 
for  Iowa pitchers ONLY, Birdland park 
courts, Des Moines, Iowa. 

June 19-20 — Eastern Indiana, Clear Creek 
park courts, Richmond, Indiana. 

June 20 — Massachusetts Open tournament 
(first  division) Aschenbacb farm  courts, 
Rte. 20, West Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

June 25-26-27 — Newark, Ohio Open tour-
nament (replaces Lakeside Open) Hebron, 
Ohio, (on Rte 440—25 mi. east of  Colum-
bus, Ohio) 

June 26-27 — Western Indiana tournament, 
Dorner park courts, Frankfort,  Indiana. 

June 27 •— Massachusetts Open tournament 
(second division) Aschenbach farm  courts, 
Rte. 20, West Springfield,  Massachusetts. 

June 27 — Three division tournament for 
Iowa pitchers ONLY, Eastside park courts, 
Osceola, Iowa. Send scores to Maurice 
Clark, Rte. No. 2. Box 42, Osceola, Iowa, 
by June 21st. 

June 27 — Annual St. Joe Open tournament, 
Noyes Field courts, St. Joseph, Missouri. 

July 2-3-4 — Greenville Ringer Classic Open, 
City park courts, Greenville, Ohio. 

July 3-4 — Boone County Open tournament. 
Fairgrounds, Lebanon, Indiana. 

j u l y 4 — Atkins, Iowa tournament for  Iowa 
pitchers ONLY. 

July 4-5 — New York state tournament, 
Lockport, New York. 

July 10-11 — Northern Indiana tournament, 
City park courts, Wabash, Indiana. 

July 11 — Annual 4-State tournament, City 
park courts, Falls City, Nebraska. 

July i i — Eighth Annual Kansas, Illinois 
Open tournament, Kansas, Illinois. 

July 17-18 — Iowa Open tournament (open 
for  ALL) B i r d l a n d park courts, Des 
Moines, Iowa. Send $3.00 entry fee  and 
scores to Lucille Hopkins, 912 East 2nd 
St., Ottumwa, Iowa. 

July 17-18 •— Annual Mid-West Ringer-
Round-Up, Roberts park courts, Conners-
ville, Indiana. 

July 24-25 — Central Indiana tournament, 
Fairview park courts, Anderson, Indiana. 

July 31 - Aug. 10 — WORLD TOURNA-
MENT, Wheelock park courts, Keene, New 
Hampshire. 

July 31 — Vermillion County Fair Open 
tournament, Dana, Indiana. 

August 8 — Valley Fair tournament, Daven-
port, Iowa. Details in later issue. 

August 15 — Galesburg Open tournament, 
Lincoln park courts, Galesburg, Illinois. 

August 15 — Falls City Open tournament. 
City park courts, Falls City, Nebraska. 

August 15 — Afton  Open tournament, Fair-
grounds courts, Afton,  Iowa. Send scores 
and entry fee  to Lewis Jeter, Afton,  Iowa. 

August 15 — New Hampshire State tourna-
ment, Manchester, New Hampshire. 

August 17-18 — Illinois state tournament, 
Illinois state fairgrounds,  Springfield,  111. 

August 18 — Illinois state Boys' tournament, 
Illinois state fairgrounds,  Springfield,  111. 

Aug. 21-22 — Hobbs Open Tournament, 
Highland Park Courts, Kokomo, Ind. 

August 21-22 — Annual Cornbelt Open tour-
nament, Crapo park courts, Burlington, 
Iowa. 

August 21-22 — Southern Indiana tourna-
ment, Fairgrounds, Franklin, Indiana. 

August 21-22 — Hobbs Open tournament, 
Highland park courts, Kokomo, Indiana. 

August 22 — Annual Massachusetts State 
tournament, Aschenbach c o u r t s , West 
Springfield,  Mass. 

August 27 — Annual Farmers tournament, 
Iowa State Fair, Des Moines, Iowa. 

August 28-29 — Annual Iowa State tourna-
ment, Iowa State Fair, Des Moines, Iowa, 
also Iowa State Boys' tournament and 
Ladies' tournament and Senior Men's tour-
nament. 

August 28-29 — Annual New Mexico State 
tournament, Los Altos park, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. 

August ( ) — Annual Jefferson  County 
Fair tournament, Fairgrounds, Jefferson 
City, Tennessee. Date to be announced in 
later issue. 

August 28 — Georgia NHPA Championship 
Doubles meet, Sept. 4. Singles tournament, 
Austell, Ga. 

Sept. 4-5 — Ottumwa Open tournament. 
Riverside park courts, Ottumwa, Iowa. 
Mail entry fee  of  $3.00 and score to Mrs. 
Lucille Hopkins, 912 East 2nd Street, Ot-
tumwa, Iowa. 

Sept. 4-5-6 — Michigan State tournament, 
Dimondale, Michigan. 

Sept. 4-5-6 — Annual Indiana State tourna-
ment, Heekin park courts, Muncie, Indiana. 

(Continued on Next Pasre) 
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Darke County Ohio Club Sets Tournament Dates 
The Darke County Ohio club has announced plans for  two open tourna-

ments to be held on the City park courts in Greenville, Ohio, scene of  last 
year's world tournament. 

The Greenville Open will be held on June 4, 5 & 6. Entry fee  will be $5.00 
with qualifying  from  6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, June 4th and from  9 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, June 5th. All entrants must be registered before  noon on 
Saturday. Lower classes will pitch on Saturday afternoon  and evening and 
the higher classes on Sunday, June 6th. 

The Greenville Ringer Classic will be held on July 2, 3 & 4, conducted 
by the Ohio Buckeye Association. Qualifying  from  6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, 
July 2nd and from  8 to 11 a.m. on July 3rd. All entrants must be registered 
before  11 a.m., July 3rd. Tournament pitching will start at approximately 2 
p.m. on July 3rd and continue through Sunday, July 4th. Entry fee  of  $5.00. 

There will be a ladies tournament on July 3rd. All entrants must be reg-
istered by 11 a.m. on that day. No qualification.  Entry fee  $3.00. 

Kansas, Illinois Club To Sponsor 8th Annual Open Tourney 
The Kansas, Illinois horseshoe club will stage its eighth annual Open 

Tournament on the club courts in Kansas, Illinois midway between Mattoon, 
Illinois and Terre Haute, Indiana, on Rts. 16 and 49. Tournament is open to 
all and will be held on Sunday, July 11. Entry fee  will be $1.50 and qualify-
ing will be held Saturday, July 10 and until 12 noon, Sunday, July 11. There 
will be four  classes and round robin play will get underway promptly at 12:30 
p.m. Daylight Savings Time, Sunday, July 11. 

COMING EVENTS 
(Continued from  Previous Page) 

Sept. 11-12 — Valencia County Fair tourna-
ment, Fairgrounds, Belen, New Mexico. 

Sept. 11-12 — Family Week-end, Highland 
park, Kokomo, Indiana. 

Sept. 12 — Midland Empire Open tourna-
ment, Noyes Field courts, St. Joseph, Mo. 

Sept. 18-19 — Indiana-Ohio Open tourna-
ment, Heekin park courts, Muncie, Indiana. 

Sept. 19 — Afton,  Iowa Open tournament 
(open to ALL) Fairgrounds, Afton,  Iowa. 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SCHEDULE 

May 9 — Northern "E" Championship, Gold-
en Gate. . 4 , , , _ 

May 23 — Sacramento "B" Added, Sacra-
mento. 

May 30-31 — Golden Gate Memorial Classic 
Golden Gate. 

June 12-13 — Los Gatos "Open", Los Gatos. 
June 20 — Northern "D" Championship, 

Arroyo Viejo. 
j u l y 5 — Alameda County Fair "A' , Pleas-

anton. 
July 10 — Alameda County Fair "B", Pleas-

anton. 
July 24-25 — Sonoma County Fair "Open", 

Santa Rosa. 
August 1 — Northern "B" Championship, 

Mosswood. 
August 29 — Northern "C" Championship, 

Seaside. 
August 14-15 — Arroyo Viejo "Open", Ar-

royo Viejo. 
Sept. 5-6 — Northern "A" Championship, 

Mosswood. 
Sept. 12 — Los Gatos "D" Added, Los Gatos. 
Sept. 18-19 — California  State Champion-

ship, San Jose. 
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New Jersey State Association 1965 Schedule 
May 16 (Sunday 12:30 P.M.) Rain date following  Sunday. 

Junior A. A. U. Tournament — Middlesex Horseshoe Club (10 courts). 
Cooke Field, just off  Marlboro Road, Middlesex, N. J. Travel directions 
below. 

June 6 (Sunday 12:30) Rain date following  Sunday. 
A. A. U. Open Tournament. — Warninoco Park (12 new courts) Eliza-
beth, N. J. 

June 27 (Sunday 12:30) Rain date following  Sunday. 
John Rosselt Memorial Tournament — Warninoco Park. 
Elizabeth, N. J., Sponsored by the Union Co. Park Commission. 

July 11 (Sunday 12:30) Rain date following  Sunday. 
Essex County Open Tournament, Branch Brook Park, Newark, N. J. 
NOTICE — this is the only tournament being held in Newark. 

July 25 (Sunday 12:30) Rain date following  Sunday. 
New Jersey Open Tournament — Middlesex Horseshoe Club. 
Cooke Field, Middlesex, N. J. 

Aug. 15 (Sunday 12:30) Rain date following  Sunday. 
Senior A. A. U. Tournament — Englewood Courts. Englewood. N. J. Op-
posite Englewood High School Stadium. 

Aug. 29 (Sunday 12:30) Rain date following  Sunday. 
New Jersey State Singles Championship — Closed tournament. Classes A— 
B — C and D if  we get enough entries. Warninoco Park, Elizabeth, N. J. 

Sept. 5 (Sunday 12:30) Rain date following  Sunday. 
New Jersey State Doubles Tournament — Closed tournament. Weasel 
Brook Park, Clifton,  N. J. Classes A — B and C according to entries. 
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World Tourney Housing Reservations 
Those wishing to make reservations for  rooms during the World tourna-

ment in Keene, N. H. July 31 through Augusta 10 may do so by writing to 
Freddie Melvin, Route 8, Keene, N. H. 

Freddie, one of  the workhorses of  the Keene Horseshoe Club, is chairman 
of  the Housing Committee and the NHPA is sure he will do the same fine  job 
Mrs. Dwight Brown did at Greenville, O. last year. 

The city has been host to the finals  of  the Annual American Legion boys 
baseball World Series in the past years so it knows how to handle a large in-
flux  of  visitors. 

N.H.P.A. Championship Insignias 
1965 NHPA Championship shoulder insignias will again be awarded to the 

winners of  all classes in sanctioned NHPA events. 
These awards can be obtained after  a tournament is played or in advance 

for  presentation at the tournament itself. 
Applications must be made by State Secretaries through our NHPA Vice 

President, Lucille Hopkins who is in charge of  these awards. A letter from  a 
State Secretary listing the name, date and location of  the tournament and 
the number of  classes played or expected to be contested is all that is neces-
sary. The letter will serve both as a request and as a certification  that the 
tournament is officially  sanctioned. 

A sanctioned tournament is one in which all players are NHPA members. 
Tournaments in which the top classes only require NHPA membership can be 
sanctioned and receive insignias for  those classes. 
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"From Out Of 
The Mail Bag" 

Eau Claire, Wis. 
Ellis Cobb 
1307 Solfisburg  Ave. 
Aurora, 111. 
Dear Mr. Cobb: 

Being a brand new member of  the N.H.P.A., I really do not feel  qualified 
to be sending in a news item. We are just now in the process of  organizing a 
horseshoe club and Mr. Pence thought it was interesting so he asked that 
I write you about it. 

We have had a horseshoe league conducted by the city recreation dept. 
for  the past five  years. In the last year or so we became aware of  the N.H.P.A. 
and now have at least five  members. Since becoming members we are very 
much enthused and starting to realize what can be done. 

The promptness, encouragement and genuine interest in all the corre-
spondence we have received from  yourself,  Mr. Pence and Mr. Beller have 
been most gratifying. 

The information  we have received has been shared with our recreation 
dept. and they are very much in favor  of  us organizing a horseshoe club. In 
fact,  they are putting clay in our four  courts this year for  the first  time and 
have already mentioned the possibility of  building a new 8 court layout next 
year. 

Their help has always been good but it seems that after  the literature 
from  the N.H.P.A. was studied they suddenly realized that horseshoe pitching 
could be a more important part of  their program. 

We had over 40 active pitchers last year and have hopes of  making it 
50 or more this year. 

Last night a meeting was held by the team captains and most active 
members. The foundation  was laid for  organizing a club at the next meeting, 
April 13. The World Tournament film  will be shown at that time. 

We have had only one league with five  or six teams playing singles and 
doubles. The ringer percentage varies from  13 to 50 per cent and has been 
discouraging beginners. It seems our first  step should be to form  an A and B 
league. 

The teams have also been uneven. The best solution we seem to have come 
up with is to start over and make new teams strictly by ringer percentage 
so they will all be as equal as possible. Whether this will be the end result or 
not is still a question. 

Sincerely, 
Curt Bestul 

From Here and There 
A new feature  of  the Iowa State tournament this year will be the addi-

tion of  a Senior Men's class for  men over 60 years of  age. Also a tournament 
as well as the Junior Boys' class and the regular State tournament of  four 
classes. Trophy and prize awards will depend on the membership for  1965. 
Mrs. Lucille Hopkins advises all state secretaries to send in for  their 1965 
sanctions and championship insignias now. 
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Florida Strawberry Festival Meet Won By 
Austin Of Illinois 

A. I. "Abe" Austin of  Hinsdale, Illinois swept Class A to win the cham-
pionship in the first  annual Strawberry Festival tournament held at the fair-
grounds in Plant City, Florida. The tournament was a tremendous success 
having 24 pitchers from  nine states taking part. Radio coverage by the local 
station WPLA in Plant City added color to the event with seven 5-minute pick-
ups at various times throughout the tournament. Interviews were had with 
many of  the pitchers. G. L. Anderson won 7 straight to take Class B, while 
George Kuhn was winner over Joe Thonert in play-off  for  Class C title. 

Even though a heavy downpour occurred during the Class A meet, it failed 
to stop the contest. Players were obliged to detour the regular path between 
courts. It is believed that this was the first  time that players pitched across 
water without being rained out. The pool of  water was the result of  a water 
runoff  from  an adjoining building, the courts being protected overhead by the 
upper stadium section. 

Clyde Green of  Indiana kept the tournament moving from  9:30 am., until 
the last contest was over. The four  courts installed for  this event will probably 
be enlarged for  future  use. Trophies were awarded in each class to the winners 
and runners-up by the Strawberry Festival Association. The Plant City Recrea-
tion department and the Plant City club were the sponsors of  the tournament. 

CLASS A 
W 

A. L. Austin, 111 7 
Walter Horner, Ind 6 
Wm. Hoover, Fla 4 
John Rademacher, Fla 4 
Loyd Neal, Ind 3 
J. Wilkinson, Ohio 2 
Paul Backous, Fla 1 
Joe Foster, Neb 0 

CLASS B 
W 

G. F. Anderson, W. Va 7 
S. Brozovich, Mich 5 
Wm. Figy, Ohio 4 
Wm. Keegan, Fla 4 
Dale Clingan, Fla 4 
John Hinkson, Fla 2 
J. F. Ellis, Fla 1 
Roy Gravink, N.Y 1 

L 
0 
1 
3 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

L 
0 
2 
3 
3 
3 
5 
6 
6 

R 
245 
202 
186 
212 
159 
143 
151 
117 

R 
208 
206 
217 
207 
196 
197 
198 
177 

SP 
404 
340 
334 
398 
378 
392 
352 
306 

SP 
360 
448 
460 
440 
422 
444 
454 
424 

% 
60.6 
59.4 
55.7 
53.3 
42.1 
36.5 
42.9 
38.2 

% 
57.8 
46.0 
47.2 
47.1 
46.4 
44.3 
43.6 
41.8 

Group One 
CLASS C 

W 
Joe Thonert, Fla 3 
Opal Corbett, Pa 2 
Ted Corbett, Pa 1 
Dewey Toney, Fla 0 

L 
0 
1 
2 
3 

Group Two 

Geo. Kuhn, Fla 
C. Lundgren, Mich. 
B. Webster, Fla 
H. Hookway, Fla. .. 

W 
. 3 
. 2 
. 1 
. 0 

L 
0 
1 
2 
3 

N O T I C E 

Effective July 1, 1965 — the Post Office Department will require 
your Zip Code on all mail such as "The News Digest." In order to 
avoid any delay in your receiving your magazine, send in your 
Zip Code — now to — The News Digest Office, 1307 Solfisburg 
Avenue, Aurora, Illinois 60505. 



The Horseshoe Pitcher's News Digest/April, 1965 

Kansan Wins 1965 Valley Of The Sun Tournament 
Marines Tamboer of  Wichita, Kansas tossed his shoes around the stake 

at a fast  clip to win the annual Valley of  the Sun Open tournament held at 
Mesa, Arizona., winning 13 and dropping two with a ringer percentage of 
74.2. Ted Allen of  Boulder, Colorado, and many times World champion, was 
second with 12 and three and 72.9 in the ringer percentage. Dale Dixon, vet-
eran Iowa Hawkeye ringerman, was third. Art Kamman of  Mesa was fourth. 
By virtue of  having an 85 percent ringer game on the Dixon portable court 
which was used as the No. 1 court in the tournament, Jerry Schneider of 
California  was awarded the court by Mr. Dixon. Gordon Miller, Schneider's 
opponent, was awarded a pair of  Allen shoes presented by Ted Allen. E. Rob-
inson of  Utah won the play-off  for  the Class B title. A1 Wermuth of  Cali-
fornia  copped Class C with a 6 and 1 record. 

CLASS A 

H. 

W L R SP % 
.. 13 2 681 918 74.2 

12 3 766 1050 72.9 
12 3 741 1058 70.0 
11 4 769 1084 70.9 
11 4 681 1000 68.1 
10 5 710 1078 65.9 
9 6 746 1060 70.4 
9 6 784 1130 69.4 
8 7 681 1028 66.2 
5 10 622 1020 61.0 
5 10 566 930 60.9 
4 11 598 1024 58.5 
3 12 454 842 53.9 

.. 3 12 480 950 50.5 
3 12 425 856 49.6 

, 2 13 594 1002 59.3 
CLASS B 

W L W L 
E. Robinson, Utah 12 3 C. Jenison, Mich 8 7 
F. Lavett, Calif  12 3 A. Holmquist, Ariz 7 8 
W. Stearns, Ariz 11 4 S. Warrington, Mont 7 8 
R. Page, Calif  11 4 J. Regouby, Ariz 6 9 
C. Spier, Iowa 10 5 B. VanZenten, Ariz 3 12 
R. Fleharty, Neb 10 5 E. Carrier, Calif  3 12 
A1 Cauchon, Calif  9 6 0. Funk, Utah 2 13 
W. Shipley, Calif  9 6 0. Sandberg, Calif  0 15 

CLASS C 
W L W L 

A1 Wermuth, Calif  6 1 Hosick, Neb 4 3 
R. Squires, Calif  5 2 G. Patschke, Ariz 2 5 
D. Newell, Ariz 5 2 T. Darrough, Ariz 2 5 
C. Palm, Wyo 4 3 Shaffer,  Ariz 0 7 

St. Joe, Missouri Club Announce Two Tournaments 
The St. Joe Open will be held on June 27th, with the Midland Empire 

Open tournament being held on September 12. There will be 100 shoe qualify-
ing with scores being mailed in to Ray Cavin, 1824 Holman Street, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, accompanied with an entry fee  of  $3.00. There will not be any qualify-
ing on the days of  the tournaments. However, pitchers may qualify  on the 
courts on the day before  the tournaments. Round robin play will start promptly 
at 9 A.M. Central Standard Time on each tournament date. Providing the new 
courts are completed in time, Classes A, B and C will consist of  8-man classes 
and will start at 12:30 P.M. 
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Eastern National Tournament To Be Held at Washington. 
Pa. June 18-19-20 

The Eastern National Horseshoe Tournament will be held near Washing-
ton, Pa. at "Scotty's Store" located approximately 2 miles south on route 18 
from  the business section of  Washington. The owner has installed eight per-
fectly  level lighted courts. For promotional aspects, he has also installed a 
ladies court. Washington has an abundance of  facilities  for  the pitcher and 
his family.  Tourist homes, motels, and hotels are generously located through-
out this historic town. Excellent dining facilities  are also available in and 
around Washington. Of  particular interest, the proprietor that has constructed 
the horseshoe courts has a small restaurant adjacent to the courts (no alcoholic 
beverages) such that small lunches and rest rooms are readily available. 

QUALIFYING 
Qualifying  will be conducted on site all day Friday, June 25 until 11:00 
A. M., June 26. To qualify,  100 shoes will be thrown. A maximum of  two 
attempts will be allowed. The fee  for  the first  attempt will be $6.00 and 
$4.00 for  the second. Since there are only eight courts, it may be necessary 
to qualify  2 men at a time on each court. 

TOURNAMENT 
Class A — 16 man round robin. 
Class B — 16 men (two groups of  8 men). 
Class C — 6 men 
Class D — men 

44 (total men) 
TIME SCHEDULE 

Saturday, June 26 
Afternoon:  Class A, 1:00 - 6:00, 8 games - 8 courts. 
Evening: Class B, 6:00 - 10:00, 7 games - 2 groups - 8 courts 

Sunday, June 27 
Morning: Class B Playoff,  9:00 - 12:00, 2 games - 2 courts. 

Class C, 9:00 - 12:00, 5 games - 3 courts. 
Class D, 9:00 - 12:00. 5 games - 3 courts. 

Afternoon:  Class A, 12:00 to finish,  7 games - 8 courts. 

Californian Tops Class A In Las Vegas, Nevada Open, 
Class C Honors Go To W. G. Rash, Sr. 

Waldo Hagy, that genial promoter of  horseshoe in Nevada reports the 
following  results in two open tournaments held in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

CLASS A 
W L R SP % 

R. E. Randall, California  5 0 175 302 57.9 
William Blexrude, California  4 1 180 290 62.1 
John Hagerman, California  3 2 143 274 52.2 
Henry Durr, California  2 3 171 320 53.4 
Fred Lavett, California  1 4 171 322 53.1 
B. L. Robb, California  0 5 63 218 28.9 

CLASS C 
W L R SP % 

W. G. Rash, Nevada 3 0 71 176 40.3 
W. G. Rash, Jr., Nevada 2 1 61 172 35.4 
G. L. Hamman, Oregon 1 2 48 202 23.7 
A. L. Addington, Nevada 0 3 30 174 18.3 
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Newark (Ohio) Club To Hold Open Tournament At 

Hebron, Ohio, June 25, 26, 27 
Due to the cancellation, by the Lakeside, Ohio, management, of  part of 

its usual sports program, there will not be an open tournament there this 
year; however, instead, the Newark, Ohio Horseshoe Club will stage an Open 
Tournament on the above dates on their new courts at Hebron, Ohio, which 
are located on Route 440, 25 miles east of  Columbus, Ohio. 

The Newark Club has 10 fine  well lighted courts, and there are motels 
and restaurants nearby. As an NHPA sanctioned meet, trophies and certifi-
cates will be awarded first  place winners in each Class. Qualifying:  Friday 
night, June 25, 6 to 10 p.m., and Saturday morning, June 26, up until 12 noon. 

The tournament will be conducted by the Newark Club and The Ohio 
Buckeye State Association will assist. This being the first  big open tourna-
ment for  the Newark Club they cordially invite all NHPA players. Further-
details will follow  in the next issue of  the News Digest. 

Fulton County Ohio Club Announces Tournaments 
The Fulton County club of  Wauseon, Ohio have scheduled three tourna-

ments so far,  the first  of  which will be the Northwest District tournament 
to be held at the Fulton County Fairgrounds, Wauseon, Ohio, on June 12, 13 
and 14. It will be a sanctioned tournament and NHPA membership card will 
be required. Tournament is for  pitchers in the northwest section of  Ohio. 

The second meet will be held during the National Threshers Convention 
at the same location on July 25, 26 and 27. There will be an Old-Timers (65 
and over) tournament Friday afternoon  and evening, July 23. On Saturday 
and Sunday, July 24 and 25. This will be open to all and will not be a sanc-
tioned meet. 

The annual Fulton County Open tournament will be held during the 
running of  the fair  and is open to the world. Along with the fair  tournament 
the regular County tournament will be conducted and will be for  residents of 
Fulton county only. Trophies and prizes will be awarded at ALL of  these 
tournaments. 

N.H.P.A. Membership & Subscription Application 

Name 

Address 

City State 

Enclosed check or money order for: 

"News Digest" subscription, 12 months $2.50. 

NHPA-State membership ($1.00 plus state dues). 

Total amount enclosed $ 
Please send information  as to amount of  combined NHPA-State membership 
dues • . 
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World Tournament Housing 
KEENE — Palmer Lodge — (Cap. 50) — 

Tel. 352-4358. Eu. plan $8-$16. Mid-May to 
Mid-Oct. Dining room, Cocktails. Party fa-
cilities. A. A. A. Concord Rd., Rt. 9, east of 
Keene. Dick & Phyllis Palmer. 

KEENE — Valley Green Motel — (Cap. 
120) — Tel. 352-7350. Eu. plan $8 up. TV. 
Restaurant. Room phones. SUPERIOR MO-
TELS Inc., A. E., C. B. and D. C. credit 
cards honored. A. A. A. affiliated.  West St. 
in town. The Sweets. 

KEENE — Winding Brook Lodge — (Cap. 
200) — Tel. 352-3111. Eu. Plan $9 up. Fine 
New England Inn. All 90 rooms with TV 
& Tel. 2 Dining Rooms. Cocktail Lounge. 
Swimming pool. All sports and recreation 
nearby. A. A. A. Route 12 northwest of 
Keene. F. J. Power, Jr., Gen. Mgr. 

SPOFFORD — Swiss Motor Court — (Cap. 
40) — Tel 363-4404. Rt. 9 just off  Sp of  ford 
Lake. Cabins & cottages. Near Hindsdale 
Raceway. Swimming, hiking, lawn games, 
horseback riding, golf  nearby. Jacob Ernst. 

SPOFFORD, Tower Light Inn & Motel — 
On Lake Spofford.  Am. & Eu. plan. Swim-
ming, boating, fishing,  golf.  Excellent food. 
Rates: $9-$10 daily; $60 — 68 weekly. Am. 
plan. Tel. 363-4751. Neil B. Morrison. 

WEST CHESTERFIELD — Journey's End 
Resort — Tel. 603-256-6127. V2 mi. off  Rt. 
9 on Connecticut River. Boating, fishing. 
Paddock swimming pool, wading pool. Lawn 
sports. Rec. hall. H o u s e k e e p i n g cottages 
accom. 2-10 persons. Also guests. Am. or Eu. 
plan. Dining Room. Booklet. P. O. address 
Box 162, Brattleboro, Vt. Charles Rilling. 

WEST CHESTERFIELD — Riverside Mo-
tel — Cabins — (Cap 32) — Tel. 603-256-
6129. Rt. 9 on Connecticut River. Boating & 
Fishing. Some light housekeeping. Reasonable 
overnight & weekly rates. John S. Mosbaugh. 

KEENE — Keene Cabin Court — (Cap. 
12 cab.) — Tel. 352-4988. 508 Washington 
St., Rts. 9 & 10. Pleasant, comfortable.  Sit-
uated well off  main hwy. Showers, hot & 
cold water. Margarita M. Wheeler. 

KEENE — Motor Inn Motel — (Cap. 25) 
— Tel. 352-4138. Eu. plan $6 up. Cable TV 
and Radio in all rooms, w/w carpet, tile 
baths. Coffee  in room. 2 mi. south of  Keene. 
Don and Anne Spencer. 

KEENE — The Washatonian — (Cap. 36) 
— Tel. 352-3022. Eu. plan $3 up. 173 Wash-
ington St., Center of  City. Rts. 9 & 10. 
Swimming pool. Mrs. David J. Nicholls. 

KEENE — Pine Grove Motor Court — 
(Cap. 56) — Tel. 352-4208. NEW MOTEL. 
Free TV in all rooms. Also modern overnight 
cottages open Apr. 10-Nov. 1. 5 are house-
keeping. Bathing, boating, & fishing.  Free 
boats and canoes. Lower Main St., 2 mi. so. 
of  Keene on Rt. 12. Earl C. & Emily Cook. 

KEENE — Rocky Brook Motel & Cottages 
— (Cap. 65) — Tel. 352-4236. Eu. plan $6 
up. Modern Motel. Housekeeping cottages. 
Swim. pool. Brook fishing.  Picnic & recrea-
tion area. TV lounge, gift  shop. (Amer. Ex-
press). Mobil Travel Guide and M.T.S. Rt. 
101 so. out of  Keene. Kenneth L. Cook, pro-
prietor. 

w g ' - * M 

Facilities — Keene, N. H. 
KEENE — Tardy's Motor Lodge — Tel. 

352-0409. Rt. 12, 4 mi so. Keene. 16 units. 
Friendly hospitable atmosphere. Dining room. 
Linger Lounge. Swimming pool. Reasonable 
rates. 

KEENE — Yankee Traveler Motel — 
(Cap. 34) — Tel. 352-9858. 7 mi. no. Keene 
on Rt. 12. A modern motel well back from 
the highway. TV. In-room coffee.  A.A.A. 
P. O. address Westmoreland. Jim and Muriel 
Johnston. 

MUNSONVILLE — Martin's S h o p p i n g 
Center — Tel. 847-3312. Fully e q u i p p e d 
housekeeping cottages. $60 per wk-up. On 
Granite Lake. Fishing, swimming, boating. 
Gen. store on premises. Sporting licenses 
available. Everett S. Martin. 

SPOFFORD — Hillside House, Motel & 
Cabins — Rt. 9. New Management. Near 
Lake Spofford,  Boating, Fishing, Hunting 
and Ski Area. 10 min. to Hinsdale Raceway. 
Excellent homecooked meals. Reasonable rates 
day or week. Tel. 363-4683. Elizabeth G. 
Moore. 

SPOFFORD — Rainbow Motel — Motor 
Lodge — (Cap. 25) — Tel. 363-4762. Rt. 9 
Sgl. Dbl., Family rms. Reasonable rates. $8. 
$10, $12 per cabin. Hot water, showers. Jo-
seph A. & Mareen Lonie. 

SPOFFORD — Wayside Orchard Motel & 
Housekeeping Cottages — (Cap. 20) — Tel. 
363-4491. Fully equipped housekeeping cot-
tages $55 per wk. Near Spofford  Lake. Off 
Rt. 9 on Maple Lane. Mr. & Mrs. Wm. 
Moehle. 

CAMPING AREAS 

KEENE — Hill Top Camping Area — 2 
mi. off  Rte. 9 oop. Otter Brook State Park 
Entrance (5 mi. N. E. fr.  Keene) 20 Tent & 
Tent Trailer Sites, well separated, open & 
wooded, 10 under construction. Fireplaces, 
tables & toilets. Rec. barn, play area, swings, 
teeters, horseshoes, badminton & sandboxes. 
Showers & ice available. Pets welcome. Fam-
ily rates -1.50 per night. Wk. & Mo. rates. 
Wayne & Marguerite Wyman. Nelson Star 
Route. 

RICHMOND — Shir-Roy Camping Area. 
Tel. Winchester CE 9-4768. On Rt. 32, so. 
of  Rt. 119 (14 mi. from  Keene) (20 mi. 
from  Mt. Monadnock). 42 Tent & Trailer 
sites in pine grove on shore of  Wheeler 
Pond. Over-flow  area. Artesian well. Flush 
toilets, hot water. Provisions at camping 
area & % mi. to store. Swimming, fishing, 
boat rentals launching site. Recreation Lodge. 
Rates: $2.50 per night per family  per car. 
Equipped campsite for  $5 per night. Shirley 
& Roy Heise, Rt. 3, Winchester. 

SURRY MTN. CAMPING AREA — 7 mi. 
no. Keene off  Rt. 12A. 20 Tent & Trailer 
sites. Flush toilets. Swimming, Boating, Fish-
ing. All wooded lots with tables & fireplace. 
May thru Oct. $2 per day each site. Some 
provision at camping area. Tel. Keene 352-
5135. Write R.F.D., # 2 . Keene. Roger & 
Virginia Gilbert. 
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BUY NHPA — SUPPORT NHPA 
The NHPA is incorporated as a non-profit  organization; sale of  various 

items is a service to our members; profits  help support the NHPA program. 
Horseshoes — All official  makes now available. Prices same as direct or-

ders to the manufacturers.  Quantity prices for  mixed orders of  different  makes. 
Be sure and specify  temper and style in all orders. Write to NHPA Secretary, 
R. G. Pence, 341 Polk St., Gary, Ind. 46402 for  price list. 

Trophies — Attractive, high class horseshoe trophies. Write NHPA Sec-
retary Bob Pence for  an illustrated brochure. Prices include both shipping 
costs and the first  20 letters of  engraving on each trophy. Additional engraving 
5$ per letter. Shipments anywhere in the U. S. fully  insured. Prompt service. 

* * * * * 

Scoresheets — pads of  100, 75$ per pad. 
Ringer Percentage Charts, pocket size, 35$ — 10 or more 25$ each. 
Deluxe Percentage Charts, plastic covered, pocket size — $1.50 each, $1.25 

each in orders of  10 or more. 
Blueprints for  horseshoe court layouts — 75$ each. 
Individual Round Robin Schedule Cards — $1.75 per 100. Can be used for 

6, 8, 10 or 12 man round robins. A tournament manager's special. 
Master Summary Chart — 50$ per dozen. Specify  6, 8, 10 or 12 man 

round robins. Another tournament manager's special. 
NHPA Windshield decals — 50$ each. NHPA license plates — $1.00 each. 
NHPA Belt Buckles — chrome finish  — $2.00 each. 
Horseshoe Pitcher's Manual — 40 page illustrated booklet covering all 

technical phases of  the game with the official  rules. 50$ — five  or more copies 
35$ each. 

Wooden Carrying Cases — $6.00 each, by mail $7.00. 
Above items can be ordered from  Bob Pence, 341 Polk St., Gary, Ind. Don 

Koso, 2124 Wilson St., Falls City, Neb. or Elmer Beller, 9725 Palm St., Bell-
flower,  Calif. 

* * * * * 

NHPA Sport Shirts & NHPA T-shirts. All sizes now available. 
Sport Shirts — white mesh, two button collar pocket with small NHPA 

insignia. Makes attractive, casual sport shirt for  street wear, ideal for  tourney 
play with identification  on back. $3.00 each. Six or more $2.75 each. 

T-shirts — with insignia on back. $2.00 each — six or more $1.75 each. 
Lettering — Red or black, script or block style script $1.00 per shirt, 

block style $1.50 for  first  25 letters. Each additional letter 5$ each. 
Order shirts from  Mary Craig, 809 Carson Street, Muncie, Ind. 

Funny - Bone Ticklers 
"I didn't see you in church last Sunday." 
"Don't doubt it. I took up the collection." 

* * * 

"I met my wife  at a travel bureau. She was looking for  a vacation, and 
I was the last resort." 

Engineer: "Is insomnia catching?" 
Contractor: "It is when your baby has it." 




